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This special issue of SITREP starts us-up-after a year in which

a number of things fell apart. SITREP absence notwithstanding, our
officers have continuned to function, with Mike McMunn keeping up with

the Members in Memoriam Archives, Grant MeClure staying involved in

a number of llaison activities(see photo above), and with a number

of motivated individuals working to get the ball rolling, as evidenced
by the ballot you recently received. Our finances are good(if stagnant),
and, thanks to the near-herbic efforts of those involved, things will
npick up where we left off....and improve. Yoqr disapoointment is
rggretted; your patience is appreciabed. Let s get on with it.

rhoto above shtiows Lao-Hmong Veterans Appreciation Day held in D.C.
last year. Counterparts D.C. Liaison Officer Grant McClure was
instrumental in handling mound of paperwork necessitated for proper
permits and the like. We regret not(yet) having color reproduction
capabilities to accurately vortray the colorful dress of Hmong women
in attendance. Thanks to Grant for shouldering the responsibility
and work for this very appropriate event.

QFFICER ELECTION Next SITREF report election results, with all
candidates being thanked for throwing their hats in the ring. All
candidates are aware of our previous admin shortcomings, and problems
arising from skeletal understaffing and resulting management lapses.
As Williom James said, 'A problem clearly stated 1s half solved.'.

We have much left to do, and have onfulfilled responsibliities to

our counterparts, our history, and ourselves. All candidates are
committed to having us saddle up and move on.




MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM Archivist Mike McMunn coinues to compile and
catalogue biographical data on our Members in Memorilam, taking this
roster beyond a mere list of names. Keep Mike posted on any new
entries, and send in any informatlon, to include photos, book
excerpts, articles, personal recollections and so on.

We regret to add several new names to this roster: Col. Vo Van 3i,
Frank Brown, and Pat Sherman.

Col. 31 was an F-5 pilot and squadron commander, who passed away of
a heart attack. He had been a driving force in the VN community
and was always exhbiting energetic lesdership in organizing events
within the VN Veterans in the greater Phoenix area, among which

was the successful effort to block construction of a most distateful
vlanned 'Jane Fonda Victory Memorial' several years ago. Col. Si
was buried in his flight suit, as he wished. His children, several
of whom were officers 1n the U3 military, sporting jump wings,

bore witness to the character and dedication of Col. Vo Van Si.

Frank Brown, one of our charter members, finally succumbed to a
brain tumor this past November, after a 23 battle. Frank served
two tours in VN, one in Chau Doc, and another in I Corps. IHe was
an incredibly knowledgeable and decent man, had written numerocus
articles, and was very well versed in all aspects of the POW/MIA
controversy, authoring several articles and bibliographies on the
subject. Beyond this, those who knew Frank will always recall his
devasting wit, treasuring the value of his friendship

Pat Shermah, another charter member, passed on this December. Pat,
with colleague and Member Owen Kelly, were active in veterans's
issues, instrumental in having our Counterparts/THDNA flag sewn
Pat served with 3F, and remalned with us, in all our ups and downs,
throughout the association*s existence. He will be missed by

a]_lo i

Our condolencenses to the families of these individuals. We
shall not forget them.

Please send recollections of these members to Mlke, at address

cited above.
-0

1999 REUNION Jack Frost, Nevin
Williams and Joe West are now
setting up the 1999 Reunion, which
will be held in July, in .southern
California, in conjunction with
ARVN ARMOR ASSN./Hoi Thiet Glap.
Specific date/location to pro-
vided shortly in a special mail-
ing. Plans for the 2,000 Reunion
also underway, with probable lo~

in general vicinity of Ft. Benning.
Mike George working on this one,
coordinating w/Adv. Tm 162, the
Airborne Advisor Assn. and VN
Airborne Assn. Plan to attend,

and find yourself in the company of reprobates such as ‘these, who
attended the 1997 Reuhion. Make plans now.
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POW{MIA; Ro new controversies raging. Retent crash site

- excavations In VN have produced remains conclusively deter-
mined to be those of Cpt. Thaddeus E. Williams Jr. and
SP4% James P. Schimberg. Third set of remains, of a Naval

aviator lost over NVN in 1965, will not have name disclosed
at request of the family.

The Pentagon has published a comprehensive, documented history
of US POWs held during VN War. Authors are Frederick Kiley,

_ _a profe=ssor at AF University, and Stuart Rochester, a DoD
historian. The book's 700 pages address, reportedly, a wide range of
matters, to include psychological aspects of indoctrination, exploitation
of POWs for propaganda, and movement of POWs in China, Laos and

Cambodia. Available from: Superintendant of Documents; P.0O. Box

3719%%; Pittsburgh, PA; 15250-795%, Price not indicated in news
release. Thanks to San Jacinto VVA Chapter 343 for carrying this

info in their publication, 'The Warrior'.

. T

Better-late-than-never-literature THE BLACK BOOK OF COMMUNISM,
published in France, is a voluminous 846 page academic(!) study
which finds communism respensible for the deaths of between 85.0
and 100.0 million people worldwide. Jotal may be somewhat under-
estimated as Hanol's ventures in SE Asia are tabulated at between
1.3 and 2.3 million in Cambodia, and 1.0 million in VN, excluding
any consideration of Lao, Hmong, Boat people, etc. French leftists
reportedly apoplectic over assertion that there was not any
significant difference bavtween communism and Hitler's Nazis, and
that mass murder and terrorism were inherent parts of communism,

Book is not known to be available in US, and/or in English.

Ever see a TV 'documentary'! with a deranged 'VN Vet' bemocaning his
fate, and/or spewing forth bizarre tales of atrocitlies, drug-dealing,
ad nauseum? Ever get the felling that some of these people(sic) were
phonies? VN Veteran B.G. Burkett did, followed through on a hanch,
checked into some 'vets' profiled on TV, and ended up turning up
dozens npon scores of fakes who had peddled their tales of woe to
TV producers, and in at least one instance, gained renown as a
VN/counter-insurgency academlc expert who conned his way into

an academic position, even giving symposiums for military groups

and institutions, Burkett, working with investigative writer

Glenna Whitley, has put his ten years of research into a book,

TOLEN VALOR, which rips asunder what many people 'Know' to be

true about Americans who served in VN, showing how an uaprecedented
distortion of history has denlgrated If not oatright-slandersd

those who served nobly. Word has it Burkett and Whitley could not
interest a major publisher, which comes as no surprise.. Book belongs
on evsry high school and college library shelf in the country.
Available from: Verity Press; P.0. Box 503366; Dallas, Texas;
75250(call 1-800-253-6789). $31.95 plus $4.95 postage/handling.
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‘When the freedom they wished for most was freedom from responsibility,
then Athens ceased to be free and was never free agalnm.'
' -Edith Hamilton
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COUNTERPARTS LI The Naval Institute Press(Castomep.gervice,
Operations Center; 2062 Generals Highway; _Annapolls, Maryland;
21401-6780. . .0r1-800-233-8764....or.. www.nip.org. or... customers@
asni.org) has a number of excellent VN books in print, including a
recent publication by Member Peter Scott:

LOST CRUSADE

Amerlca’s Secret Cambodian Mercenarles
by Peter;Scatt
X VT héin-PeterScott began a 1968 tour in Vietnam ddvising ethnic Carnbodian Khimer Krom
" paratmiilitaries, they shated only an earnést desise fo check the spread of communism, fi
. V.Y ook nefirly thirty yedrs and a chance séiifil6ii for him to realize Just how much they had
‘bécortie-a part of Hitt"This Fascinating chronicle bf gotf’s ixpétiences with the secret armiy of
‘bfavif; disciplipted wrtiois is by far the most moving ind flchly détztled account ever published of
‘the deep borids stiick I war between Arnericaris and Sotitlieast Asians.

Sthccessfully bletiding intense éombat natatii 4nd stirring émotional drama, Scott vividly
‘edptures both the unigue village culture of a little-knowri, highly spiritual people and theif cont-
%:pluj:;t_;_fﬂ%ga@smﬁ #lth Special Forces soldiess; whio found it increasingly.difficult to match thel

chaige it o thecosly conlel. With % novelB powes f diipi and reflcton
Gty e and a prdlfessiofial $oldier’s keen itisight and Anaifuls; Seott ralses the stardard for Literature about

___ . -thie Ylﬁﬁiﬁiﬁwﬁrﬂh thls searing porirayal of profiilse ah bettayal, |

14 18 photogtaphs Buldlrig it his experiences as d Phoenix'Progtant arviser neat the Citnbodidn border, exten-

2 maps 619 inches siveIliviews with Khmer Krom survivors, hundreds f oiis of reseel v govetmaent archi,

ISBNapls-SS'ISD-SIiG-l " Hardcover atid feqiiests fot Fréetlom of Informaion Act disclogiites, Scoit seamlessly recoristructs the six-thou:-
: er. sand-stfons iercénary force's final crusade agatnst communisitr, begiriring in thelf aitcestral

November/$27.95 horite {4 1970:4nd ending on the U.S. West Coast i1 1995. Such 4 hiuntingly evocative ard Highly.

readibslé tiook il both entertain and shock, and It Is assutéd of a plack among the classics on

Vietnam.,”
Peter Scott served In the U.S. Army from 1967 t 1970 and hds taught In 2 prep school in Ol
for twenty yeais. tie i the author of dozeiis of articlés el soviah. Thia hiﬂuﬂmtmuun

h i ~ T r
Another excellent work is PHOENIX AND THE BIRDS ‘H@ENIX
OF PREY, by Mark Moyar, an objective and
detailed examination of the Phoenlix Program,
all too often described in almost halluc- S
inagetic terms by who know little of the B A R
subject, and/or rely on now-revealed y g
phonies(see Burkett book described.above ;
several of whom are named in Moyar's book.
Book is all the more remarkable given fact
that author did not serve in VN, and began
smelling a rat when subjected to college
VN mytholegy which common sense told him
could not be entlirely trae. Moyar pelied
on accurate and honest sources, to include
a number of our members, in his research.
No, you did not miss him on any TV talk
ghovs, becau?e histgind?ngsmiiﬁegggle - _
' r otherwis . ‘
;HOE§}thgi§29?95. Best write for catalog or call for ordering
information, as US Naval Institute Members get a 20% d}scount% .
and a Maryland sales tax appliles. Reqqest catalog, which contains
a nomber of other good VN studies, to include....

' Do
COUNTERPART, A SOUTH VIET NAMESE NAVAL OFFICER'S WAR, by Kienm
and Julie K;ne(280 pp., 17 photos, $29.95). Do, former deputy
chief of staff/operations the the RVN Navy 'recalls many little-
known events of ghe war ln this revealing memoir-lncluding his
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(Kiem Do, cont.) -.secret, highly successful evacuation of thirty-five
ships and some thirty thousand at-risk South Viet Namese during

the fall of Saigon in April, 1975.' Sounds like 2 good read, and
the Naval Institute is to be commended for giving voice to one of
our Counterparts. Other current USNI titles: THE COAST GUARD AT
WAR, VIET NAM, 1965-1979; OUR WAR WAS DIFFERENT, MARINE COMBINED
ACTION PLATCONS IN VIET NAM$29.95); PRISONER OF WAR-SIX YEARS IN
HA OI by Lt. Cdr. John M. McGrath, USN($24.95); THE WRONG WAR-

WHY WE LOST IN VIET NAM, by Jeffrey Record($27.95); CODENAME MULE-
FIGHTING THE SECRET WAR IN LAOS FOR THE CIA(James E. Parker, Jr.);
MOBILE GUERRILLA FORCE-WITH THE SPECIAL FORCES IN WAR ZONE D(James
C. Donahue); and NIGHT OF THE SILVER STARS-THE BATTLE OF LANG VET,
(William R. Phillips). There is a great deal of informative history
here, much of which is of no interest to the major publishing
houses and behemoth marketing arms. Get a cataleg and order

away. Our thanks to the US Naval Institute, and to Member Petar
Scett, for preserving long-ignored history.

VIETNAM MILITARY LORE

LEGENDS, SHADOWS AND HEROES

15 THE STORY OF VIETNAM FROM THE DMZ TO THE MEKONG DELTA - FROM THE HO CHI
MINH TRAIL TO THE SOUTH CHINA SEA - FROM THE DEATH OF THE FIRST AMERICAN TO
LOSE HIS LIFE IN COMBAT TO THE AMERICAN BUILDUP AND ESCALATION OF THE WAR - AS
TOLD THROUGH THE EYES, THE WORDS AND THE DEEDS OF THOSE WHO DID NOT RETURN.

RLNAN

Legends;, Shadows and Heroes
- by Master Scrgeant Ray Bown, U.S. Army (retired)

W < e -

VIET NAM MILITARY LORE, by M/SGT Ray
Bows Is clearly a labor of live, with
author having filled 1,200(rpt: 1,200)
pages with stories, anecdotes, and
sncyclopaedic information on the war,
with a significant portion being about

US advlsors, SF teams, and helicopter
companies supporting early advisory
teams. Letter received from Ray lists
over a dozen: Co Vans KIA, many of whom
had compounds, BOQs, BEQs named after
them. A4dv Tms 2, 22, 51, and 70 are
covered in detail. Please note: this
volume is not, rpt not, the same as Bows'
earlier volume: VIET NAM MILITARY LORE,
pubXished in 1989. Books come highly
racommended and endorsed by a number of
eredible VN Veterans and authors, as well
our own Member Connie Menefes. $50.00,
plus $6.00 p/h($56.00 total) from:

Bows and Sons Publishing
2055 Washington St.
Hanover, MA 0R2339.

Priopity mall shipment.
Ray currently looking for info on Freeman/Anderson compound in
Soc Trang, and Graham/Brown Advisory Compound, to include in a
future volume. Help if you can. This 13 a worthwhile and important

endeavor.

ol
o the. Vie Cong was of Tornon
of thy Vsl Vomus e
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A Counterpart story.....

'Knife, one of the mercenary Thai forward air guides, had been killed
when he threw himself onto an enemy grenade to save three other men
squatting in a foxhole with him. He had seen the grenade come in and
scrambled to reach it in the mud, but when he knew it was impossible
he threw himself upon it. Such clear-cut heroics would have ezrned
an American the Medal of Honor, but Knife received nothing.

Less than a week later. . Ownby snd Chuck 'Buddha' Hines{(Note:
USAF FACs, or 'Ravens' in Laos) were in the O club in Udorn having
lonch. Ownby had long hair, and both men were in dirty, casuaal
clothes, so the Thal waitress, a dumpy, homely woman, immediately
spotted them as Ravens. She went across to their table.

'You know knife?!

'Yeah, works with Mule,' Ownby said.

Great tears pppeared in the waitress's eyes, and she tried clumsily
towipe them away with the order pad she held in her hand. 'Knife-
him die, him dead.!

'Yeah,'! Chuck Hines said. ‘'Got it up on the ridge at night.!

The waitress said that Knife was her husband, and his death had
left her alone with three young children. Ownby mumbled his regrets.
The waitress stood with red eyes, walting to take their order.

'Hamburgar and fries, Coke,' hines said.

'BLT 2nd & 7-Up,' Ownby szid. And that was the extent of Knife's
memorial service, except for the twenty-dollar tips the iavens always
left on the table -when the dumpy Thal waitress was on duty.

From: THE RAVE!'S, by Christonher Robbins, p. 309.
=O=

Item: Whlle attempting to waffle and otherwise obfuscate his role

in the bogus 'Tailwind*® telecast, former VN 'correspondent'(?) Petsr
Arnett stated the TS military tried many experizments in VN and
found, among others things, that “armor was ineffective in VN', or
words to that effect. Fact: In the 1972 Ngttyen Hue Offensive, the
NVA had 140 tanks to RVN's 296. Apparently Hanol had also failed

to realize that 'armor was ineffective'(a frequent delusion of those
who have never seen/heard armor bearing down on them). Source:
-for armor info- VIET NAM AND THE -SOVIET JNION, by Douglas Pike,

p. 125. Other intriguing statements from this books '..the
Baster Offensive failed not because Moscow was found wanting, but
because the South Viet Namese outfought the invaders from the North',
(p. 92). By Arnett's logic, the RVN outfought Hanol because they
presumably had less 'lneffective' armor. Why is 1t that reporters
can be wrong all the time, and keep their jobs, but plumbers can't?

—O

The Heritage Foundation prepares an annual index of economic

freedom, measuring degree to which people are free to make a living
in a manner of thelr chosing. 1998 results: Cambodia is 97th, along
Egypt, Paklstan; Viet Nam-is 152nd; Laos is 157th. Cuba and North
Korea are lowest, ranked at 160th. Given resourcefulness of VN
people, and endowment of natural resources, VN's continulng povarty
1g tragic testimony to Hanol's cerrupt ineptness. '
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Honoring the Men Who Died for My Freedom

By Q.X. Pnam
“Those who expect to renp the blessings of
liberty must, like men, undergo the
fatigues of supporting it.”

wHilay

The night 1 left Saigon I thought I'd
never see war again. On a dark and humid
spring morning, April 24, 1975, my family
was rushed onto a U.S. aircraft headed for
freedom. A life of joy and happiness amid a
war in our backyard came to an end. Had
the war continued and had I remained in
Vietnam, I would have followed my fa-
ther's fvotsteps to become a pilot in the
South Vielnamese Air Force. Or I could
have heen shipped out to fight the Khmer
Rouge in Cambodia.

Instead | came to California at age 10,
grew up in 4 suburban community and
graduated from UCLA with a bachelor's
degree. My father, who had achieved the
rank of lieutenant colonel, was left behind
and wound up serving more than 20 years
in Communist re-education camps. I
wanted more than anything else to uphold
his honor, so [ enlisted in the Marine Corps
Officer Candidate School at Quantico, Va.,
in smnmer 1946,

The officer’s commission and the ac-
companying honors faded from my mind
ifter the first week at OCS. I just wanted to
graduate. It was a long, hot, tortuous and
physteallty demanding summer. But the
heaviest burden was the emotional toll of
being one of the first Vietnamese-Ameri-
can candidates to undertake OCS. [ knew

—THOMAS PAINE

Printed in Wall St.

the reputation of South Vietnamese as poor
soldiers remained on the minds of some
OCS staff, especlaily the Vietnam veter-
ans. The often-used word at OCS—unsai
(unsatisfactory) —haunted me every time 1
felt I could no longer keep up on a forced

march or a long run through the woods. As
I watched training films and recailed Hol-
lywood movies, images of Marines killing
Asians on the battlefields of the South Pa-
cific, Korea and Vietnam left an indelible
mark on me. I felt Asians had been demo-
nized as a result of the Corps's illustrious
combat history.

My classmate Mark Henderson, whose
[ather was a Vietnam veteran, suggested
that we visit the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial Wall in Washington during our last lib-
erty weekend before graduation. It was dil-
ficult to stand before the names of those
who gave their lives to fight for my free-
dom. They were not even from my country.

Journal, 11 Nov 98,

Maj. Pham rightfully accords due honors
to those US military who died for his

freedom.

Omitted is mention of the

hundreds of tiousznds of SE Asians who

did the very same.

BVN KIAs alone

are in the neighborhood of 250,000,
and this from a country with a pop-
ulation, at the time, of around

17,000,000,

Had America sustained

the same combat fatality rate, almost
3,000,000 servicemen would have died.

Remember them...all.

Elections results and reunion info

forthcoming soon.

HQ/CCUNTERPARTS
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Why didn’t they go to Canada? Why didn’t
they question their orders? Where would I
be now if they hadn’t fought the Commu-
nists? What would their lives be like now
had they lived?

Up until that peint, my main goal was
just to complete OCS and return to civilian
life. At the wall, I realized that T wottld not
be standing there without the sacrifices of
those whose names were inscribed. T ac-
cepted my commission a year later, after
finishing college. I wound up serving
seven years on active duty as a Marine he-
licopter pilot and flew combat and support
missions during Operation Desert Storm
and in Scmalia. The day the Gulf War
ended, I felt ] had earned my American
citizenship and paid back my debt io our
great nation.

When I visited the wall a second time, in
1988, 1 recognized the name of Second Lt-
Terrence C. Graves, a Medal ol Honor win-
ner who was killed in action in 1968. Graves
was 22 when he died; a portrait of him
hung on the {irst floor of Graves Hall, an of-
ficers’ quarters. In the painting, Lt
Graves wore his dress blues withon! any
decorations and looked like the rest of the
young lieutenants running around (iraves
Hall 20 years later. During my six-month
stay at Graves Hall, I would stare at his
porlrait and wonder if I could ever live up Lo
his sacrifice.

More than 30 years after the first Amer-
ican combal troops landed in Vietham, the
blame continues. Vietnam veterans say
the press lost the war. The South Viet-
namese blame the Americans for abandon-
ing them. Antiwar protesters blame “war-
mongers.” But the dead served. The dead
did not point the finger at anyone. The
dead cannot be blamed. They must be re-
membered and honored.

I recall something I read about .war-
mongers prior to going to Saudi Arabia in
1990. A warmonger is a person wha is in-
vincible in peace and invisible in war. A
warinonger is always ready to lay down
your life for his country. Those whose
names were inscribed on the walt laid
down their lives for me and my former
country. They were not warmongers. [ sin-
cerely hope I have honored their sacrifice
with my own service.

Mr. Pham, a major in the Marine Re:
serve, lives in California.

BTL/TUONG HUU BONG NAM A
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Counterparts
TUOng Hiu béng Nam A
P.O. Box 30
Circleville

WV 26804-0030

To:

DeBoer, Jack C Jr
6865 Pine Bluff Ct SW
Wyoming MI 49509-9716
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