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The SITREP i3 the quarterly publication of COUNTRERPARTS/TUCNG Hﬁb plNe NAM 2
an associatlon of those serving Iin any counterpart rols, as part of their ’
asslgned dutles, durlng the Indochina Wars of 1954-197%, and beyond. Full
meambership avallable to anyone serving in this capaclty, in a military or
civilian role, ln what was percelved as an effort to halt militarist expansion
in SE Asia. Asgsoclate memberships also avallable. Membership inquirles and
corraspondencet Ben Myers; P.O. Box 60195 Lake Worth, Floriday 33466-6019.

Happy Thanksgiving and Veterans' Day to all, and may those
of the Jewish Faith have enjoyed a meaningful Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur.

Your Assoclation rolls along, hitting some spesed bumps now
ani then yet still signing on new members, and helping lost
counterparts find each other. DNegative developments came in
the form of failure to stop forced repatriaztion from refugee
camps, and congressional reluctance to pass HR 179, a non-
binding resolution asking Hanoi to release religious leaders
from prison.

Reunion, held in conjunction with ARVN Armor Assn., was
written up in LA Times and San Jose Mercury News; both article
on following pages. 1997 reunion scheduled for weekend of
25-27 April, at Ft. Benning, Georgia, with Bob Gilbert
offering to ramrod the event, with our appreciation and
gratitude.

Finance Officer Bob Cunningham's annual report summary in-
cluded herein. Thx to Pob for keeping our Kip, Riel, Dollars,
and Dong counted.

Circumstances force resignation of three officers, and we are
in need of people to fill X0, Adjutant and VIO slots. Help
with Lockor section also needed. Please give it some thought.

New Associate Member James Elliot is working on a documentary
film on former Mobile Advisory Teams(MATs) and seeks more
info from those who have been there/done that. Details

on following pages.

Fire up the coffee pot and read oneeees..




WARRIORS TO REUNITE: At a
reunion in the county this week,
more than 1,000 former U.S. mili-
tary advisors wili meet with the
Vietnamese counterparts whom
they advised during fighting that
ended in 1975. B1
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Ex-Comrades
in Arms Will
Meet Again

By H.G. REZA
TIMES STAFF WRITER

IRVINE—Qver the last 28
years, Frank Norwood had oflen
wondered about the South Viet-
namese Army captain he advised
during his 1968 combat tour.

He assumed that his counter-
part, Capt. Le Tan Lao, did not
gurvive the war and perished
either on the battlefield or in a
Communisl prison camp afier
South Vietnam's defeat in 1975.

Earlier this year, Norwood was
“shocked” to learn that Lao was
alive and living in Minnesota. He
oblained Lao's addreas and tele-
phone number from a veterans'
group and renewed their bond
over the telephone.

The two former professional
soldiers will be reunited this
weekend when more than 1,000
former U.S. military advisors and

their Vietnamese counterparts,
also known by the military term
“X-Rays,” meet during a reunion-
at the Orange County Airport

Hilton.
Please ser ADVIGARQ Mg
wARUIOUET Axvil arn

The annual meeting, which be-
ging teday and ends Saturday,
marks the first time that South
Vietnamese veterans have partici-
pated in the event, organized by
Counterparts, a group of U.S. vet-
erans who served as advisors with
Military Assistance Command. Vi-
etnam, or MACV, from 1964 to
1973 :
“This is going to be the most
emotional convention we've ever
had,” said Norwood, 56, of Katy,
Texas.

“This time, the guys we fought
with will be with us. This war is
real, again.”

In a telephone interview from
his Minneapolis home, Lao, 57, said
he arrived in the United States
earlier this year after serving more
than 20 years in a Communist
prison camp.

“I won't get there unlil Friday.
but ] am excited about seeing Mr.
Norwood again,” Lao said. "It has

been a long lime, and 1 never
forgot about him.”

Although the Army advisors’
role In Vietnam is not as well
known as that of the combat units
like the 1st Cavalry Division and
the 173rd Airborne Brigade, field
advisors played a key role in the
ground war, particularly at the
“subsector,” or district, level. A
district was roughly equivalent to a
U.S. county.

Working in teams of three or
four enlisted men, usually com-
manded by a captain or major, U.S.
advigors led, trained and lived in
jsolated camps with local South
Vietnamese units called Popular
and Regional Forces that were not
part of the army. Those Vietnam-
ese units seldom numbered more
than 100, and it was not uncommon
for Viet Cong and Communist sym-
pathizers to infiltrate the ranks,

“The U.S. Army advisors served
with great distinction in the dan-
gerous and hostile circumstances
lo which they were constantly
exposed . . . and often rallied thelr
South Vietnamese units, saving
them from destruction on the

battlefield,” wrote Shelby L. Stan-

ton, a military historian in the
Vietnam Order of Battle.

Because most field advisory .
leams were intimately familiar .

with their districts and many times
knew the local Viet Cong by name,
s0me teams were inevitably drawn
into CIA-sponsored operations that
even now remain classified.

The unique nature of the advi-
sorg’ role—many Americans were
also known by name to local Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese Army
units—was iljustrated in a chilling
experience recalled by Norwood.

The troop of 22 armored person-
nel carriers commanded by Lao-—
part of the South Vietnamese
Army's 4th Cavalry Regiment—
had operated successfully around
Tam Ky in numerous engagements
with the Viet Cong. Too success-
fully, as it turned out.

“At some point, the VC told five

of the South Vietnamese soldiers
they had to kill Lao and me, or
they would kill [the soldiers'] fami-
lies,” said Norwood, who retired as
a major in 1978 after 20 years in the
Army. “They were supposed to lob
grenades or shoot us during an
enemy morlar atlack, bult Lao
found out about it and prevented
it."

While Norwood and Lao will
have an opportunity to renew old
acquaintances, others will never
see their "X -Rays.” many of whom
died in the war or in Communist
prison camps afterwarl.

Some South Vietnamese vet-
erans like Cong Vo of Garden
Grove also are locking forward o
seeing their U.5. counterparts
again.

But Yo, 54, will have 1o wait for
another lime because his advisor,
John Ozaki of El Paso, Texas, will

not be able to attend. The two men
have nol seen each other since
1967 but began renewing old tics
two months ago through letters.

In a letter to the veterans’ Eroup
earlier this year, Vo asked for help
in locating Ozaki. He noted that
Ozaki, who retired from the Army
as a lieutenant colonel and now
lives in El Paso, was his advisor in |
Corps for the Chieu Hoi (Open
Arms} program-—a propaganda ef-
fort by the TU.8. mililary to got
enemy soldiers to defect.

Yo, a former officer, arrived in
the United States in 1990 after
escaping a prison camp.

“I'm so sorry that I can’t make
the reunion,” said Ozaki in a tele-
phone interview. “Vo is a good man
and was a good soldier. I'm so
happy he came here. He had to
destroy all of his photos when Lhe
war ended. so, I'm going to be

sending him pholos from my al-
bum.”

There is huge local interest
among Vietnamese veterans in the
reunion, and the Vietnamese media
have reported a number of slories
about the conference. A large
number of Vietnamese veterans
are expecled te altend the confer-
€nce.

U.8. advisors scrved wilh all
branches of the South Vietnamese
armed forces, but il was the Army
field advisors, including Lhose who
served wilh Vietnamese infantry,
airborne, armored and marine
units, who experienced most of the
combat.

U.S. veterans expected at Lhe
weekend reunion also served with
other South Vielnamese units, in-
cluding artillery, engineers, signal
and support.

A Tings
2 Juv A4
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*This subject ignited some
interesting dialogue and

conversation.
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A bond beyond time and war

B Reunion: Former
Vietnamese soldiers and their
American advisers hold an
emotional gathering in Irvine,
BY K. OANH HA : g

Merrury News Stafl Writer 7 7 I 1&’

IRVINE — For 23 years, Ben Myers was sure Lhe
Vietnamese major he hud fought with and trained
way dead.

When Myers learned in 1991 that his old friend
was alive and living in Texas, he phoned imme-
diately. But Nguyen Huu Ly hung up on him — not
pnce, but three times in a row.

“The fourth time | tried, (Nguyen) finally said,
1l talk Lo you later. My heart hurts tov much
now,” " Myers, 66, recalled.

The pair finally met Tuesduy — 28 years aflter
Myers exchanged farewells with Nguyen on a dirt

Ex-Vietnamese soldiers, American

airfield at Quang Ngai. Enuptions so overwhelimed
the two men that they simply shook hands, hugged
and Immediately retreated tu their own rooms.

- Many such reunions took place Saturday in Irvine
between former American military advisers and the
Vietnamese officers they had worked with. The
reunions were sponsorcd by the San Jose-based
Federatlon of Vietnamese Armor Cavalry Veterans
Association, and the Counterparts Assoclation, a
group of former American advisers to Vietnam.

More than 200 men from around the country —
and some coming from as far as France and Canada
— gathered in Orange County to see {riends they
hadn’t seen sinee the Vietnam War. Many American
military advisers came hoping Lo learn the fate of
Vietnamese men they sometimes depended on for
survival. Still others came because they say it's the
only time they are surrounded by people who truly
understand them.

"Even though the war is over, the friendship is
still there," said Hang Phong Cuao, president of the

See REUNION, Page 2B

advisers hold emotional gathering

"M REUNION
© from Page 1B

5an Jose-bused group. Hang and 25 other San Jose
residents drove to Irvine on Thursday for the re-
union. It was the first time the San Jose group and
\he Counterparts Association coordinated a joint
reunion to help people from the war meet.

“On the battlefield, we were alivays side by side,”
lang, now 689, said. "We ate Logether, slept together
and fought together. We're like brothers.”

Second emotional mesting

Van Han, an armor cavalry captain during the
Vietnam War, escaped Vietnam by boat in 1978. The
San Jose resident was reunited with his American
adviser, Ray Battreall, for the second time Satur-
day. The two had a first emotional meeting four
years ago at the Jast federation reunion.

“I never thought I'd see him again after the war,”
_Van, 68, said. The pair worked together in 1965-'66

‘in Tu Due, outside of Saigon. "It's a very emotional
and happy day for me."”

‘Intense expoeriences sharod

The men say their friendships are still so strong,
despite years of separation, because they shared
‘such intense experiences.

“If he makes a mistake, you die. If you make a
mistake, he dies. You depend on each other so
much,” Myers said, likening the relationship to
_those of Siamese twins. “We shared the same thing
that nobody shared with me. He's the only one that
knows what I've been threugh.”

False parcoplions smashed

Military advisers who were sent to the war nsual-
ly tound themselves the only American among large

Many came hoping to end the years of wondering —
even if It meant verifying a death.

1 want to know’

Jerry Van Wagner, now 64 and living in Medford,
Qre., made the trip down to see if anyone knew
what happened to Capt. Bui The Minh. Wagner was
gent to train a Vietnamese infantry battalion in

‘if he makes a mistake, you dle. If you

make a mistake, he dies. You depend on

sach other so0 much. We shared the same

thing that nobody shared with me. He’s

the only ons that knows what i've been

through.’
— Former mititary adviser Ben Myers

troops of South Vietnamese soldiers. Many sald they
came to Vietnam with faise perceptions of the men
they were sent to train and advise.

] was told that the Vietnamese would not fight,
that they were cowards,” recalled Myers, who now
lives in Palm Beach and helps track down American
and- Vietnamese pairs who worked together. “The
first time | was out in combat, I found out somebody
was lying. They were so brave, | was sure they'd get
me killed." R

Nguyen, Myers' Vietnamese counterpari, had
been wounded -17 times by the time Saigon, the
South Vietnamese capital, fell on April 30, 1876.

Advisars often on other end

Often, the advisers were the ones who received
training.

“He had more fighting experience than 1 did,”
Myers said. “He was the one who was keeping me
alive."

Though there were happy reunions of old com-
rades Saturday, diseppointment and uncertainty
also lingered, Many of the men are still unable to
establish contact with those they had worked with,

Vietnam's central highlands in 1963. The men devel-
oped a close relationship, buying presents for onc
another's children that Christmas. Wagner's tour of
duty ended the following year, and he has not heard
frotm Bul since.

“EBven if he's dead, | want to know,” Wagner said.
eyeing an old black-and-white snapshot of Bui in
uniform. "I've been wondering for a long time now.™

Ohio. The pair had

L )

| Hang Phong Cao of
! San Jose, president
of the Federation of
Vietnamese Armor
Cavalry Vateran
Association, greets
Phan Nguyen of

still there.’
— Huny Phony Cuo

lost touch in 1974.

-
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DOCUMENTARY FILM PROJECT New Associate Member James Elliot now laying
ground work for film project titled 'C8 V&ﬁ‘, with intent of taking

a more obJective lock at Viét Nam, the war, and the people who served
together. Primary focus will be on Mobile Advisory Teams(MATS) though
contributions from non-MAT folks, and Counterparts, is eagerly sought.
Members such as Terry Turner, Mike Martin, BEd Abraham, Joe West,

Ben Myers, and no small number of others, have corresponded with Jim,
and/or met him at the reunion, discussing the subject at length, and
in depth, endorsing the projJect. Jim's primay need at the moment is
to interview former MAT people, former MAT Counterparts, as well as
non-MAT advisors, all of whom would like to have their story told

as a welcome counterpoint to what Jim calls the seemingly 'permanently
misuriderstood history' of Viet Nam. Those expressing an interest and
willing to support Jim's effort receive an update newsletter, which
includes a list of others alding the causea.

All who met Jim are convinced of his sincerity, and responded accordlingly,
sitting down for on-camera interviews, providing names of others who

may be interested, and submitting letters of endorsement., Piteh in,

and lend support to this worthy effort. It is highly unlikely that

Dan Rather or Peter Jennings will attempt such an honest depiction of

Viet Nam, and of jpu. Write/call Jim at:

James Elliot

Night Train Films

285 East Califorrnia Blvd., #108
Pasadena, California 91106
818 578.0622(Phone and Fax).

Additional thanks to Jim for including COUNTERPARTS/T 0N G H?7 HONG NAM
A information and membership form in his newsletter.

FINKANCE REPORT Reunion, with lower attendance than expected, cost

us $3,015.3%, partially offset by receipts of $2,812.25, leaving a net
cost of $803.09., Additional receipts are expected from hotel refund.

As of 16 Oct 96, our account stands at $4,760.5%. Thanks to Bob
Cunningham for his arduous work in counting the beans, and thanks to

all members who have kept current with dues, and to those who have
sent in donations along with their dues. Your timeliness and reliability,
and generosity, are greatly appreciated, enabling this Associstlon to
continue 1ts worke.

—o-

NEW MEMBERS/MOI nHAP NGU:
*Le Ba Khisu v Lawrence F. 3agl

CORDS/Quang Ngai USN, Coastal Grp 12, '70-'71
1030 Bayside Cove E. 65 E., Palomar St. ,
Newport Beach, California 92660 Chula Vista, California 91911
*James M. Elliot Maj. dichard Webster, USAW, Iet,
285 E. California Blvd., #108 T W97MAT.III58?g 168169
Pasadena, California 91106 1019 W. Lafayette tve,
Associate/Film Producer Jacksonville, Illinois 62650
Gregory 9. Lutes Howard C.H. Feng

CAG #2, '70 Associate/srchivist, VI War Data
13921 Tustin E. Or., #7%4 8102 Lakecrest Dr,

Tustin, California = 92680 Greenbelt, Maryland 20770
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Py
New HMembers/Ndi I'hfv Hgd(cont.)

Col. 3teven M, Butler, *et John R. tdwards Jr.

Tm 90/Intel 168~ 169 Tm 36, MAT-I1I-37

2531 Crestline ' t. 16900°S. Yamiami Trl.
Lawrence, Kansas 66047 Fort Myers, Florida 33908
Joha K. 'Jack' Francis Tran Phuoc Du

SA, 4th Cav, Tm'l  '66-'67 C0, Naval Log Sot Cmd, Pa Ning
23% Christian Woods Dr., 3E 500 Sw 148th St., #12L
Conyers, Georgia 3020é Seattle, Washington 98166
William M. Perkins Mary E.(Meyer) Nguyen
SF/'66="'67, Tm 21 '71-'72 Nurse Adv

785 N. 200 E, 6202 “Ylenmoor Dr.

Tremonton, Utah 84337 Garland, Texas 75043

Richard D. P’ayne Michael W. 'Bick' Bickford
UUSMC CAP 1/7 Marine Regt, Civil Affairs(S-5)
#63360, P.0. Box 1000 4414 A W. Rio Grande Ave
Crovley, Colorado  £103& Kennewick, Washington 99336
Herbert J. Horton Patrick W. Naughton

T™m 22, '65 Tm 99, 1/49th

1 Larry Lane 94-063 Anania Dr., #127
Riverside, lhode Island 02915 Miliani, Hawail 96789

Robert C. Holm

UsSMC CAG 1—3-6, 1=3=9

29862 White Otter Lane

Laguna Niguel, California 92677

WJelcome aboard Ladies and gcntlemen. Your memberships are welcome and
anpreciated.

-

From ACY OB3SE VER, 7 Jan 773

ARVN NCO Academy

turns out professionals

NHA TRANG -- Since the Vietnam War involves essentially
small-unit operations, the importance of training confident,
aggressive and capable Vietnamese NCOs can’t be
overemphasized.

Since 1958 the training of effective South Vieinemese NCO's
has been handled by the RVNAF National NCO Academy located
here along the while-sand beaches of the South China Sex. The
school copducls two courses: an  eight-week course for
experienced NCO’s who have never attended school and a
12-week course for high school graduates who have completed
advanced training. Currently Lhe scheol, with the help of a
handful of American advisers, is lraining approximately 2,500 Lo
4,000 NCOs per month,

In addition to classroom leadership (raining, students receive
practical leadership expetience on a daily basis. Through # system
of rolating the students with the chain of command, each student
serves as a squad and platoon leader,

According to Colonel Joe W, Finley, American senior adviser
to the school, the NCO's are trained 1o appreclale the problems
faced by lower-ranking enlisted men. For example, after a
rigorous training day, NCO candidates pull guard duty and
seldom do NCO's sleep In barracks, lving instezd under fleld
conditions, The training is deslgned to make the NCO’s more
sensitlve to the problems and needs of lower-ranking eniisted
men.

Currently, American advisers play & role in the operation of the

SN 1, but i the entlr
Once armed only with battered weapons of World War |} vintage, RF/PF trainess :];:t?n‘ﬂb?l::y !fl'l:r l::&emc:;ermln !::fwl.lnu‘:l:{:lremy toenlh:

are now equipped with the most modern small arms and automatic weapons. Here a Vietnamese.
team works with tha M-80 machinegun.
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From Jim 3immons ... ¥

'Anyone remember these?

Maybe someone might remsmber
me from SEAL Tm, Base Ops,
at Monkey Mtn, attached to
MACS0G, with OP-3% and 0OP-
36 as communicator.,'

1AL
| Y‘ (NGO£|-G|_A0) L
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| TEN, HO ; JAMES_ K. _SIMMONS
(1)
Buge (hira nhn ld1 xe « MAY DAU v& DU LICH

At right is Jim's VN
driver's license. If you
remember Jim, who goes by
the handle 'Dick', he's at
106 Huron Ave.j Egg Harbor
TWP; New Jersey; 05623%
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From Gary Cummings: 'for the life of me I don't know why I foun3 myself
thinking about the 'Charlie :tation Cookbook' published by the 'Tabasco!
peonle 1n 1966, and available in VN in 1966. I remember zating a lot
more rice than C-rations, but once in a while the helicopter guys

would kick out s spare case. Anyway, the broklet had recipes for
imnroving C-rations with Tabasco. ©On a whim, I wrote the McIlhenny
Company to see if any old booklets were laying around. They are.

For anyone who fonily remembers Battlefield Tufu(chicken with peanut
butter sauce) or vork Mandarin(or not sb fondly, ‘reamed Turkey on
Toast), they invite you to request a cony from:

McIlhenny Comnuny

Dept. CA1B

Avery Island, Louisiana 70513,
"o charge. They mar include their nofficial VRE necipe Booxlet,
even if voun don t ask.!

Ed.-No one yet knows if Tabasco S5auce, or anything, could ever Improve

the taste(?) of that fine selection affectionately known as 'ham and
mothers'. GI/Marine humor insists that MRE(Cfficlally: Meals, ready to
eat) really stands for 'Meals rejectsd by Ethiopeans'. <Today's equivalent
to ham and mothers, from an authoritative source, ls corned beef.

This gustatory delight is callad 'Alvo' by troops today. Thanks

for the info Jary, and for reviving some old memories.

Prom Tom Pentecost: 'Please print the accomnanying notice, lescribing
an effort by former 0OW and <MH recinient te initiste a class actlon
siit on behalf of retired military over 65 who feel Lthe govarnment

is reneging on nromises.' ilzi to Tom. lere 1t 1is:

FOTICE TO MILITANY AETIRED
vedal of ilonor recluient Jeorge . 'Bud' Day, an attorney,
nas filed a 2lass Action law suit with the Fedecral CGourt
in Pensacsla, Florida, statinz fhe govarament is guilty of
breach of cnatract to ¥ilitary Retired ovsr 6% years by
nlacinz them in Medicare. The Court is also aszel to reimburse
us for the roney deducted from ouar retired vay tec ray for
Medic--re,
This suit was filsd on benalf of all veterans zver are 65 who
served at least 20 years. To Jecin this Class Action, please
send a cony of your DD-21k and a chneck for - 1CU.00. Contact
noint is Countervarts Member Tom Pentacost(Adv Tm 15/lol An




-7-

Pen ecost letter{(cont.)..
1 .
Nuang Nam, '69-'70). You wure invited to pin us. For more info:

George E. Day, P.A.

32 Beal Parkway SW

Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548
*lawsuit@emeraldcoast.com*

9CL 664-6327

90k 664-5139

Ed.-Interested members invited to spread the word and contact Tom, at
George Day address above, for more info and to support the effort.

From Jim Sardone: 'Enclossd is copy of my -
letter to local newspaper; the wording shouli:z U.S.should keep promise
sound familiar,® Thanks to Jim for taking toVietnamese fighters
initiative and writing. We all need to do
more of it. Jim also sent in information thAsgf?““““Vaﬂﬁna“ﬂadﬂﬂfto
3 e letnamese miilLary, wan 0
9n a pFOSp?Ctlve I.lew member wk.lo was featured thank you for publishing the L.A. Times
in a magazine article(thx again Jim), as editorial, ‘“Vietnamese ex-commandos
well as excerpted text from a book on Albert deserve ,compensation_" These comman-
Speer, which essentialy equates Hitler's dos were hired, trained, supplied and
putrid Nazis with US involvement in VN(from

functioned as U.S. employees, and were
ALBERT SPEER, I[IS BATTLE WITH TRUTH, by
Gitta Sereny..see p. 24h4). This is all
too common, with too many authors failing
to realize that there are great parallels
between Ho Chi Minh and Hitler. Many of
them. Were either the former Saigon
government or the US involvement perfect?
No. Yet a thorough examination, using
common criteria, will show that our side

not part of the Republic of Vietnam
military per se. They operated at the
behest and discretion of the United
States government. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice says these people are
owed nothing by the U.S. government
and are not special cases for emigration.
The issue is a simple one: Are we going
to keep our word?
— JAMES H. SARDONE
Harrison

was, one way or another, superior in all - NEW 1oRK
respects-positive ones that is. Of course,

this applies to the people doing the Job,

and not to the druids and shamans in Washington, whose mismanagement
constitutes the worst case of military/political malpractice in recorded
history. It behooves all of us to examine our children's and grand-
cnildren's textbooks, and offer to present a reasoned rebuttal to the
absurd conventional wisdom which seems to have hypnotized everyone.

Hats off to Jim for writing his letter.

Peter Scott sent long letter describlng his attendance at a Khmer
Krom(Cambodians living in Mekong Delta) convention in Toronto, albng
with a hundred or so others. John Stralt, another U3 advisor, was
also there, and was reunited with his old friend Chau Riep. Peter
said the convention was followed by late night discussions, the
content of which was amplified by beer and cognac. Peter also sent
the text of a speech he presented, citing hils admiration for Khmer
Krom tenacity and bravery in the face of NVA infiltration into the
lower Delta from 1969 and on, a judgement shared by John Strait:

'T would put tnose Khmer Krom companies up agalnst any 1light
infantry companies in the world. “hey are loyal, brave, disciplined,
and motivated.!

Peter closed out his speech by mentioning his upcoming book on the
Khmer Krom(DON'T SPILL THE MA3TER'S TEA, Naval Institute Press),

expressing the hope that other #mericans can learn the lessons of,
courage, compassion, loyalty and dignity, much as he and other co
Vans learned firsthand decades ago. (Send SASE for copy of Pete's
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soeech: Bill Laurisy 1462 W. "niversity; Mesa, Arizona; 85201)

Jood show Peter.

Col. d.W., 'Bill' Lanre ~rites of his continuing search for info on
RF/PF(Dia Phuong Juan/Mghia Quan) and book-in-progress. Bill intends
to track RF/PF development from their incention, tracing their
numbers, weapons, extent of air/arty support, and detailed information

oanF/PN combut role and capability. Anyone who had anything to do
w/RF and PF args3 to contact Bill:

Col. H.W. "Bill' Lange

"ISA Ret.

9000 Belvoir Woods Parkway, #302
Fort Belvolr, Virginia 22060,

Pleass helu Bill out w/this project.
Darryl Nelscn sends thanks to all who responded to his petition re-
quest for an Andie Murphy commemoratiye stamp, adding he received more

suoport from COUNTZRPARTS/TUONG HUU DONG NAM 4 members than any other
group.

Mike Peterson sent note to reunion attendees, expressing his regrets

at not being there, along with a case of Oregon wine, which was enjoyed
by all who partook of same. Thanks Mike, the wine was good, but next
time bring it in person: it'd have been: better had you been there.

O
D.C. LIAI3ON After his term as commander, urant
McClure volunteered to stay on as D.C., Liaison Officer,
a de facto role he had assumed, dealing with the
Viet Nam Veterans Coalitien, The Montagnard Foundation,
Lao~Hmong Human Rights groups, the Coalition for a
Free Viet Nam, Soat People Rescue Committee, and
other similar associations HOed in the D.C. area.
Grant also initiated what wg hope will become an
annual COUNTERPART3/TTANG HTU ®ONG MAM A traiition:
a Memorial Day ceremony, at the Wall, commemorating
all Counterparts who paid the supreme sacrifice.
Grant's annual report is summarized as follows:

l.sattended dedication ceremony at Arlington National
Cemetgry;of memorial vplaque for RVN Rangers and
US C% Vdns, November 1995.

2.December, 1995: Attended Montagnard discussion regarding organizational
matters and mission oblectives.

3.April, 1996: Invited to attend Conference of Vi€t Namese leaders in
D.C., in conjunction with International Committee for a Free Viet
Nam. Primary oblective was to create a formal document listing
economic and democratic changes which would help Vigt Nam emerge as
a functioning nation with regpect for basic democrafic principles.

L .May, 1996: Joined with Mr. Chuck Printz, a UN-based Human itights
attorney(with whom uYrant has worked before) in a memorial tribute to
the late William Colby, whom Grant had previously met at an ICFVN
conference in 1992, and who was the keynote speaker at our 1995
30 April aniversary salute to our SE Asian allies.

5.1995-1996: Yearlong involvement with Boat People Hescue Committee,
to include meetings and discussion with State Department people
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D.C. LIAISON(cont.) and Human 2ights advocates.

6.3ept 96: Attended, along with member doy itussell, Montagnard Cult-
ural Festival in Charlotte, ¥.C.

7.Began preliminary plans for dadication of a commemorative plaque
and tree to be installed in Arlington National Ceretery, hbnoring
Hmong Countervarts, who are virtually unknown to the U.S§. public,
Barly discassion of this subject well recsived by Gen. Vang Pao,
Gen. *ong Le, and COUNTEAPARTS/IIONS I-“%'J BONG NAM A Distinguished
member and author, Dr. Jsne Hamilton-Merritt. Froposal would involve
paperwork battle w/Fedsral authorities, and the usual logistical
obstacles. Cost remains another factor, w/ARVN Ranger-Co Van event
coming in at about %2,000.00, indicating a probable expense range
for this proposal. Discussion and prelim vlanning continune. Possible
ceremony date: Memorial Day, 1997. '

8.November, 1996: Attended National Vigt Nam Veterans Coalition meeting
and breakfast in D.C. *The Coalition is an umbrella group of VN Vet
organizations.

We are grateful to Grant for the considerable time, effort, and pocket
change he has expended in his role as D.C. Liaison Officer.

T
Left: ALVNCH HAI QUKN/RVN Navy Patch, NK IV/IV Corps Riverine Forces.
Right: Patch in need of ID. Red, bordered in black, yellow letters
and nuambers. Panther has green eyes, red nose/mouth, white fangs/
claws. 'Bea Pen' is 'Black Panther'. Thanks to Clement V. Kelly Jr.,
once agabn, for use of reproductions from his Vift Nam Insignia
Collectors' Newsletter, an excellent bi-monthly publication w/abandance
of info. 3ubscriptions(statside) $15.00/year, from Clem at 50l West
5th Avennej Covington, Louisianaj 70433. Checks payable to Clem, not
VNICN. %20.CO airmall for overseas. If patch can be IDed, please
forward info to Clem.

~0O=
Addresses for Any Service Member, Operation Joint Endeavor/Bosnia:
Land Forces: Any Service Member Shipboard: -Same-
Operation Joint Bndeavor -Same=-
APQO AE (09397 FPO AE 09398

Write. ©Looks like they'll be there longer than first suggested,
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'Politics 1s the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and
camralgn funds from the rich, by promising to nrotect each
frov the other.!

-Oscar Ameringer
'"There are worse crimes than burning books. One is them is not
reading them,'

-Joseph Brodsky

'An infallible method of conciliating a tiger is to allow oneself
to be devoured.'

-Konrad Adenauer
-0

LOCATCR As mentioned, we need some more staffing in a reorganized
Locator section., Workload divided up so perhaps no more than ten
hours a month would be required. This is one of our MOST important
functions. Please contact Ben Myers\address on mzsthead) and advise
of your interest.

Locator requests:

Vu Van Giail looking for Col. Landrud
2nd Regt, Pong Ha, 1967; .
I Corps, G-1, 1968.
Col. Landrud was POW in WW II

and, Deputy Province Senior Advisor,
under the late Warren Parker,
Quang Nam, 1965. a Mr.
Sheibaum, later believed \
to have served w/"TSEMB, Italy

Hoang Van Tuyen looking for Col. robert E. Ley, Arrmor
Ufgicer serving as PSA,
ouang Nam Prov.

Huynh Khue looking for Sgt. Donald #abbit, Tm 37,
Phan thigt, 1970
Mrs. Nguyen Thi Hoa looking for Col. Gillette and

Sgt. Jason _Holme, SF camps
B-13/Ban Me Thudt and
Pleiku.

Mrs./Ba Hoa's reguest forwarded to Special Forces Assn., while our
own efforts continue. Once again Ladies and Gentlemen, we Qeed some
help w/Locator work. A few hours a month ought to do it. hink
about it. Ooops, one more...

Le Minh Thanh looking for Capt. Campbell and Lt.
Tugker, C8" Véns in HGL An,
Quang Nam, '66-'68,

Someday we'd like to set up an in-country Locator office, political
conditions permitting.
-0-

'Now...they resolved to go back to their own land; because the ysars
have had a kind of emptiness when we spend too many of them on a
foreign shore. But... if we do return, we find that the native air
has lost its invigorating quality, and that life has shifted its
-rea;ity to the spot where we have deemed ourselves only temporary
residents. ...Thus, between two countries, we have none at all...
It is wise, therefore, to come back betimes...or never.'
-Nathaniel Hawthorne in THE MARBLE FAUN
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MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM

Kit Carson Scount Thiet

Hmong 'Backseaters! U Va Lee

known only as 'Moonface!
known only as '3car!

Post-war:
Sgt. Major Thomas W. Tobin
LTG Samuel L. Myers

'T think I will be killed someday, but before I am, perhaps
I can do some things to help my country become a place where
pcople do not live in fear.!

Thiet

(As quoted in STRAN JE WAR, STRANGE STRATEGY, by USMC Gen.
Lewis Walt, p. 59.)

Note to new members: Our Members in Memoriam Rostsr lists all
Counterparts who were KIA, died in 'reeducation' camps, or have
vassed on from natural causes. Mike McMunn is Archivist for this
ioster, and is going above and beyond 1n assembling_any and all
information on as many individuals as possible, to include personal
recollections, book citations, photos, etc. All members are urged
to send all pertinent info to Mike at:
2310 Newberry St.
Williamsport, Pennsyvania
17701 ...0r:
mike@vennet.net

nlease help Mike make sure our Members in Memoriam Roster is more
than a simnle list of names, In adiition, we have_our own 'traveling
wall', an expandable foldout wood panelel 'wall' with bra:s name
plates for each Member In Memoriam. We'll try tc have thlis at our
next reunlion.

REMEMBER THEM
()

POW/MIA Beneath apnparent calm of minimal news coverage, and
a 19 September widely ignored POW/MIA Recognition Day, there
was no shortage of contined dispute and the familiar levvins
of accusations regarling malfesance or worse. The Wational
League of Families condemned Clinton in a vnress release,
saying he showed a 'total lack of integrity' in stating

POYW acgountability is the 'guiding princivole' of U3 dealings
witt, HanBi. Controvesy continuss over the case of Baron 52,
r. «7-47 aircraft shot down over Lzos on 5 Feb 73, nins days after the
Paris Peace Accords(3ic) were signed. The case was 'unresolved' until
27 Mar 96, when 23 bone fragments were Jdeemed proof that the entire

crew had been KIA, which 'resolved' the investigation. Others wsre not
hanpy, citling an abundance of information, to inclule voice intercents,
that crew members had bsen cantured. A vetitior tec reonen ths Baron

52 investigation is bein circulated by : Our Forgotten Brothers;

c/o Sharon R. Barnett; 7029 lorton; Overland Park, Kansas; 66204

(913 432-3059). Call/write for more info and/or c¢rovy of ths netition.

L r
iaa

Meanwhile, former 0W Michasl 3enge circulated a letter iescribing the
activities of Cuban 'alvisors', who bzat and tortored U3, ani nrssumably

1 1~ 3 g H ot = '
other alli~d, POJs. Benge cites a statement by other C. AR iol.
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209/MIa(eont.)  Dopnld 'Digger' Odell that two I3 POWs wers not returned
pecause tney were too badly beaten by ~uban interrogators, nicknamed
"Fidel', 'Chico', and ‘Pancho', ©POW Juck “omar also saw a P0W who had
beerr literally osatern to shreds, was taken away and nevar seen againe

senge says these individuals violated acceoted int=rnational standards
for trestment o "CWs, and should therefore be tri-d bzfore an inter-
rational tribunal, and that Hanol should divalge their trus identities
or otherwise be zonsidered as not '"fuily cooverating' and subject to
suspension of furtner diplomatic/economic tiss with the ™3,

nlswhere, former Congressman iobert K. Dornan requestasd a GAO study of
misused U3 funding for POW/MIA search offorts in "N, citing information
that as much 23 one-third of the $11.2 mitlion spent couald not be
accounted for, or had been blatantly wasted. An earlier research effort
by the San Jose Mercury News asserted U3-owned behicles, maintained at
15 expense, are rented to tourists, that billable #30.00/day wages paid
for labor greatly excced the market rate of $2.00, that U3 funds paid
to reilmburse farmers for crop interruption are siphoned off by cadre,
and that the U3 pays an exorbitant rate to rent Hanoi Defense Ministry
helicovters. Tntal US spending in VN, from 1992-1995: %33.7 million.
No publiec word if any investigation has been initiated, or with what
results.

Ppssible policy inbreeding comes in form of dual roles nlayed by a number
of neople involved with POW/MIA4 matters, and/or conflicting roles nlayed
by spouses/friends. 3enator John Kerry's staff assistant on POW/MIA
questions is/was Frances Zwenig, formerly an active 'anti-war' organizer
at Duke University in the early 1970s. Zwenig serveg as Chief of 3taff
of the 3elect Committee on POWs, and also met with Han®i leaders. Later,
she 'assotlated' herself with the US/Vi#t Nam Trade Councll, along with
Deborah DeYoang, another former Select Committee staffer. Also, the

wife of 3enator Tom Harkin, himself an advocate of expanded US/VN re-
lations, is Presilent of the Overseas Private Investment Insurance
Corporation, whose primary mission is guaranteeing US investments over-
seas, which of course incluies VN, VK does not yet meet criteria for
QPIC coveraze, being in violation of some international labor laws, y=t
a waiver can be granted by the President. As would be expected, some
have raised conflict of interest questions.

More than 400 documents, totaling 1,400 pages, have beea posted on
Internet by the P.0.W. Network of Skidmore, Missouri; all are declass-
ified US Govt. documents. Site is accessible at:

http://client.msc-net.com/pownet/pownet.htm.

A thorough compendium of POW/MIA info and press clipriags is available
from:

Heart of Illinois POW/MIA Assn.

Joe Schott, Mermb-rship Chairman

2507 “herry Lane

Pekin, Illinois 61554,
A typical 70 pp. newsletter is received 5-6 times/year, for the very
reasonable cost of $6.00/year.

Most recent news from HanBi is find of 'nswly declassified' documents
which are aiding in ongoing search for remains. Mo mention as to why
these documents were only recently founi and made available to US
agencles operating in VN,
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POW/MIA(cont.)...POW memoir, CAPTIVE WARRIO
(,Al’llVL WARRIORS BY Col. Sam Johnson(USAF Ret. ) and Jan Winengren
Gy, I INAM PO STORY recounts Col. Johnson's 7 Years as a guest of
R Haan s hospitality suites. Deemed lacking in
'progressiveness', €ol. Johnson and several others
were accorded special treatment, stuffed into tiny
cublcles, and subjected to the HOW'famlllar treat-
ments of leg irons, malnutrition, and torture,.
Story tells not only of Cel. Johnson's ordeal,
but also of the war of wills waged against Han01
captors, Price 1s probably in 530 00 neighborhood,
available from Texas A & M Press, College Station
Texas; 77843-435%, or call: 1- 800-826 911.
They have several otber VN books in print: CRO%33-
WINDS, the Alr "orce s Setup in VN, by Earl H.
Tllford' SAPPERS IM THX WIRE, The Llfe and Death of
_ . S » Firebase Mary Ann, by Keith William Nolan; THE
@3?, R UNDETECTED ENEMY, French and US Mlscalculatlons at
ﬁiﬂaltgﬁ;ﬂégymbm“ WM Dien Bien Phu, by John R. Nordell; A VERY SHORT
' I, AR, the Mayaguez and the Battle of Koh Tang, by
John F, Guilmarting SINGING THE VIET MNAM BLUES,
Songs of the Air force in Vlet Nam; and MORE THAN A SOLDI“R'% WAR,
Pacification in Viet Nam, by oar own Edward P. Metzner., Texas A & M
Press is to be commended for publishing these titles. Thx to J.C. Fischer

for this info . .
Additional POW/MIA questions: Does anyone know anything about the

more than 200,000 Hoi Chanhs who presumably were recaptured by Hanoi
after 197972 Little has been written on this subject, and few have

any knowledge of surviving Hol Chanhs either here in US or still in

VYN. It is certain some survived, yet paucity of evidence suggests that
few did. 200,000 is a lot of people. It may have easier for native
Southern Hoil Chanhs to blend back intoc the hamlets and urban woodwork,
as opposed to Northern Hoi Chanhs who would have no family, no home
hamlet/city, etc. This sublect needs to be examined. Anyone having

any information on this invited to submit same to Editor Bill Laurie
T-&62 W, University; Msrsa, Arizona; B85201) for publication in future

SITREPS.

ner,

0w

'War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things; the decayed
and degraded state of moral and patriotic feeling which thinks
that nothing is worth war is much worse.

A man who has nothing for which he is willing to fight, nothing
he cares about more than his own personal safety, is a miserable
creature who has no chance of being free, unless made and kept so
by the exartions of better men than himself.'

=Jdohn Stuart Mill
(Thx to Ed Metzner for sending in this quote.)

g

MONTAGNARD/DEGA Reunion attendees
enjoyed, ani extend thanks for,

Mike Little's siide show of the
VN/Central Highlands trio undertaken
by Mike and his CC Mazrion last year.
Mike and Marion's nresentation was
impressive and inspirational, given
their unremitting determination to
help out friends, in the face of
bureaucratic and oublic indifference,
both in US and VN, Mike ani Marion
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co-authored a 95 pp. book, w/color photos, titled TWO WOMEN...ONE DUCK
recounting their experiences, in the Highlands as well as in Saigon ’
and Qul Nhdn. Cover page has mesmerizing and enchanting color photo of
Qul linhon harbor at dawn, capturing the seemingly only-in-VN mystical
and spellbinding beauty. Copies of TWO WOMEN can be obtained from

¥ontagnard Foundation or: Mike and Marion Little
P.0. Box 17064 18 Argente Dr.
Spartanburg, B.C., 29301 Mission Viejo, Califeornia 92692

Asking price is §3.00 for postage only, bat it would be a nice and
appropriate gesture to send El0.00, to cover publishing/vrinting costs
as well as make a small donation to the lMontagnard Foundation., If
ordering from Mike, make checks nayable to Mike and Marion; if from
Montagnard Foundation, payable to MFI. Good book. Good cause.

Hats off to General Coactive Montagpard Assn.(GCOMA) for coming to aid

of Hip Ksor, a Dega cultural and literary figure, and ten-year inmate

of Treeducation' camps, who arrived in US in late 1995. Bureaucrats

being what and who they are, Ksor was settled in Memphis, with a Dega
population of zero, as opposed to the Carolinas, where most Dega live

and are able to assist each other in making the transition to US life.

GCMA and Lutheran Family Services stepped in, and were able to move

Hip Ksor and his family to Raleigh, N.C., this past summer. No word

as to whether Robert McNamara is now running Immigration and Naturalization
Office.

Highland Assistance Project's Kay Reibold made two VN trips_in 1996,
attempting to coordinate and organize efforts to help phg nghland
people. OSome progress made. Kay reports a leprosy clinic will be
bailt in Gia Lai(formerly Quing Didc and parts of adjoining provs.),

a clinic in Khlnh Hoa, establishment of scholarships for Dega at the
University of Ban Me i'hu‘r,‘;t, and continuation of clothing/medical/educat-
ional programs in the Highlands. Discussions also took place w/US
Charge d'Affairs Desaix Anderson regarding obstruct%ons confronted by
HAP, Human Rights, and immigration problems to reunlte_separated Dega
families. Anderson is quoted as saying that US govt. is pow(Now???%...
now??) aware of these issues. Hey, what's twenty years in the grand
scheme of things huh? .

While media folks and other ill-informed people applaud progressiveness
of Hanoi's cooperation w/HAP and other groups, they might first consider
these words from a Bahnar now working w/leprosy patients:

‘Before 1975, the Protestant church in thg Highlands had leprosy
clinics in Pleiku, Kontum and Ban M3 Thugt. But after 1975, tpe
centers were closed, and all leprosy patients went back to their
old villages.'

In sum, the leprosy program has been set back more than twenty.yea?s, and
is only now being reestablished. Looks like 'People's Peace(sic) is
about as deceitful as People's War.

MFI newsletter, 'The Longhouse' reports a Hanol bnglish language
publication, ETHNIC MINORITIES OF VIET NAM can be obtained for $15.00

froms Global Directions

58 Genebern Way
San Francisco, Califernia 94112
Landline/SDT: 415 333-3800

Being an 'official' publication, it is no doubt larded with subliminal
propaganda, as all such documents ara, but it should be }nterestlng
nonethelesse Member review desired/welcome. Send to Editor.
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MONTAGNARD/DEGA{cont.)

Addresses you may want to keep on hand for more infos

GCMA Highlands Assistance Project
Rt. 1, Box 296-B Attn: Kay Reibold
Brevard, N.C. 28712 Lutheran Family Services

505 Oberline Road
Raleigh, N.C. 27605
Landline/3DT: 919 B832=2620

And...Montagnard Foundation t-shirts availdble. Front has two longhouses
w/young Dega girl in foreground. MFI logo over heart., $20.00 from:

Montagnard Foundation; P.0. Box 17064; Svartanburg, S.C.; 29301.
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MEMBERSHIP INFQ: Our preaddressed dues mailzsrs worked extremely well
last February, yet some have still failed to renew. ‘Je would like to be
able to continue mailing to everyone, but cannot, in fairness to duss
paying members, continue to carry those who have not stayed current.

IF youar copy of this SITREP has a cpolored dot on it, please remit dues
so that we may continue to nave the privilege of keeping you as an
active member. Pleass stay current. Your 3uss have enabled us to

bring many long-lost friends together, and put together an association
of people who may not fit in anywhere =lse. If in doubt on amount,
check w/Ben Myers(aitdress on letterhead). Your membership is valued.
Your membership is imnortant. Many thx to all staying current, and
advising Ben of address and/or area code changes. <+0 those with a colored
iot/behind in dues: we want you to stay with us; we apnreciate and all
benaefit from your membership. Please send in dues and stay on board.

-

AUTHOR ASSISTANCE REYIE3T: Michael Lee Lanning, author of THE OFNLY WAR
WS ITAVE, COUVPANY COMMANDER, IM3INDE THE LRRPs, IN3IDE FORCHE RECON, and
YILT NAM IK FILM, is writinganother book on snipers. Lee is asking for
ary/all help with: 'war stories, tralning memories, op=rations reports,
related documents of 1I.3. ARVN, VC, NVA snipers'. Anvtning/everything.
Mike's books have helped set the record stralght(to extent the wall of
goo of ignorance can be dissolved) on VX. We sll owe nim a debt, and
can helo »nay nzrt of it here. Anyone w/info, exrteriences, etc.:
Michael Lee Lanning; 350 Monte Vista Rd.; Phoenix, irizonaj B500k,
DREVIEY Wext 3ITKEP has info on reprint of THS ADVI Qi:, by member John
Cook; heartwarming tsle, of ;?united,counterparts; full shownipng list
of COTHTERPARTS/TIGNG 1IN PONG NAM A Villagze Market gooliss/b oks;
updated/expsnded reunion plans; bluevrint for uaograding our Tumanitarian
“rpjectss and more. 3Gtay tuaned.

BTL/TUdry Wy A0NG KAM A HA/COTHTE {-ARTS




TT0% cotton wh. pockel T-shirt by Hanes =
with a full color U.S. Army
Retired isipgnia. (rd. /wh. /bl

X% [ & X-tg $13 ea.. 2/825, 3/536
i ) XXL add 32 per shirt.
JOSAHRIOS L svns, (A add G
NEVINCO

ta7H PPederson Way, Suile {r

e . Carmichael, CA 95605-1165
e g e P dnweler - e e

NOTE:
For each shirt purchased, $1.00 will be

COUNTERPARTS

comdributed to

Please specify Suite (P

COLLECTIBLES )

SF/S0OG - ARVN
replica patches
For Salc:

MACY Rccondo-Thdm Kich
subdued arrowhead baclpe
@P36.50c0/ppd
MACV-80G color-variant shicld
@39.00ca/ppd
MACV-50G subducd shicld
@39.00ca/ppxd
FOB #4 color shicld
@$11.00ca/ppd
MACV-50G 75 Air Gp
color shield
@$9.00¢a/ppi
MACV-S80G 7 USMC-NAD
color shicld
@3$11.00ca/ppd
US/ARVN color advisor scrofl
"Co Van My"
@5%12.00ca/pp
ARVN Long Thanh Trmg Cur
color shicld
@$8.50ca/ppd
Send-paymeni to:

Paul Brubaker
ISEFA#M40321., SOA#59061.)
Doux 30, Circleville, WVy26804

ARVN Abn Bdc
calor square
@%$6.50ca/pp
ARVN Stralcgic Tech Dir
color shicld
@3$8.50ca/pm
5th SFGA/RVN subdued flash
@36.50ca/pyut
USSH SSI subdued on BLACK
@%10.00ea/ppd
SWCS/IMA camo beret Nash
@$6.50(:afppd
SWCS Gabricl Dct
color disc
@%9.00ca/ppd
"Mon-Ranger” novelty scroll
@3 12.00ca/ppd
Flag / Heart:
"VIETrrans served wio evASIAn T
@$15.50ca/ppd

Send payment to:
Paul Brubakcr
ISFA #M4032L., SOA #3961
Box 30, Circleville, WV26804
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100 Hed 0Oak Circle
Temple, Texas

76502-3503
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