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€or Original intent was to get
Hike Little this issue out sooner. A
Liason Officer, .
llighlands Assistance Project late rush J ob s SO of f we goO
rom Harvey with a mad typlng scramble...

Llason Officer, Combined '
enorons hssoclation  REUNION  Steve and Jeanne
Herberth report good response,
O e tenrian Projects and we are guaranteed to have
- . our blggest reunion ever, with
: .cpeakers, videos, displays,
and, to top 1t all off, some of the best
. informal, story-trading memory sessions
many have had in a long, long time. IF
¥ou receive this before the Rennion, and
hat is our intent, make your best effort

to be there. If you cannot, and IF you

receive this before, say, 1 March, 1992, i %@Mg@mﬂz%mp/
feel free tg segd a nete if you cannot ‘ ' - 5
come. It wlll be read to the assembled | - ﬁﬁ.

maltitude. We've made some incredible
progress in the past year, and will map
out the coming year at Louisville. Your .
presence welcome and hoped for. 1In case
of late decisions to come, please contact
Steve and Jeanne at 502 491-8517. Hotel:
Breckinridgs Inn, 502 456=5050,

Errata and apdogies therefor.: Sitrep
#1% mis-spelled name of new member and .
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telephone bulletin board contact, George Lasley. And...names of
following were also spelled incorrectly in lls% of' labor camp

inmates: 2
BG Ph G,NgocﬁSang Col. Trinh Bao Chidng
Col. VIinh Bigu Col. Lé Pinh Lufn,

while Maj. Poan Ba Ljc, S2 Ba Xuy@n(Sée Tring) Prov., was érroneously

titled Dist. Intel. Céam dn van b0i to Col. L& Pguyfn Binh for
these corrections. ‘ :

LOCATOR/HISTORIAN J.C. Fischer has located two more counterparts long
sought by former comrades, and has provided addresses to those seeking

same. We have not yet received word from these people, so cannot provide

details on the good news at this time. J.C. also receivad a call from
an asslstant producer of television's 'Unsolved Mysteriss' exploring
possibilities of national TV coverage(and an abundance of welcome pub-~
licity) regarding our efforts to put people together again. We've made
great strides from scratch, yet if this comes through it will generate
a snowball of interest and inquiries. Will keep you posted on any
decisions the producers makea. Meanwhilez contact made with Col. Dave
Wiseman(USMC, Ret.), cited in last month's SITREP, produced a chain
reaction., %ﬁter'initial phong contact, Col. Wiseman was sent a copy

of SITREP #1%. When he and Trén Ngoc Hue(AKA 'Harry') looked through
it, Hue recognized name of new member Jinm Coolican, an advisor with

whom Huoe had served in '67-'68, highlighted by the recapture of Hue
City. Contact was made with Jim, who had 'heard' that Hue had been

'KIA in opn. Lam Son 719, never suspecting that this was not so. Fort-
unately, it wasn't, though Fue was captured and spent the next 12 years
in a labor camp(4 years of solitary).

Here's how it went:

'Thanks for all the ‘info on Counterparts...I'll sign up Harry and myself

fopthwith. Exciting news to Hue and myself is that we see Jim Coolican's

name ln your latest SITREP. I never met

Jim but he was Hue's advisor during Tet

'68. Hue got two US Silver Stars and P
Jim got the Navy Cross for taking the Hfle
Citadel back from the NVA. Hue and [ have
been trying to find him through USMC sources

with no_ luck(not knowing SSN). Please have
him call me...!

And then... ) .

'T talked with Harry Hue twice Sunday. I
can't tell you what a great experience it
was to talk with him again. I was amazed
at his recall of events and detalls. We :
had a wonderful reunion over the phone. I id Tran Ngoc Hue,meeting ot Rathna! Alrport.
called Dave and then had an hour conversat—

me just to talk. I sent him a letter with

photographs, etc. You can be sure he and I

will stay 1n close contact. I am also .going .
to write Gen. Ng8 Quang Trudng. He was a Aﬁd,twg're Just getting
superb soldier and Commanding Ceneral. : started.......

COUNTERPARTS is doing a great Job. You can”
count on me to be an active member.

Best wishes and Semper Fi.! Jim Coolican

ion with Harry. Later that evening Hue calledléteran Friends, Reunlt
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So, please keep eyes peeled for similar articles and spread the word.

It may seam

people together who probably never have met again, ever,
who've ran checks in their local phone books.

Keep it up.

fruitiess at first, but keep in mind we've already put

Thx to all

And...'Military' ran another Locator search list in their February

edition. 1llere it is:

COUNTERPART SEARCH

Counterpart Search is for U.S. advisors and their Vietnamese
counterparis who are seeking to locate each other.
Send your requeals to J.C. Fisher, 100 Red Oak Circle, Temple, TX 76502-3503.

Maj. Le Xuan Phong is seeking Sgt.
Al Cornett or Sgt. Jerry Beckett both
with the 5th 5F,

David Kincannon is seeking Paul
Orben Applegate or Robert J. Smith.

Ngoc Truong is seeking SMG
Hodge or CWO Daniel D. Sharp, both
with 5th SF Co. C, Da Nang.

Nguyen Tai Lam is seeking Mark C. .
Huss, Robert V. Craig, Geratt T. Carta
or Alfred P. Lagatta, all with USAID. -

L

Sincere and humble
thanks to Michael Mark,
Editor, and the staff
at 'Military'. Mike

is g Viet Nam Veteran
and knows what this
means to us. We'll

ive them another well deserved

Hoa Du Thai is seeking Bernard A.
Hill of Hung Dao BEQ.

Maj. Nguyen Van Chinh, 37th
Ranger Bn., is seeking Cpt. Myer,
Maj. Burness, Sgt. Kirrely, Maj.
Trapnell or Capt. Sam Rau, all with
MACYV 37th Rng Bn. between 1969 -
1972,

LtC Le Nguyen Hoang is secking
Cpt. Fredrick Johnston, Maj. John
Meyer (Son G.} or WO Don Arnold
with the 630 Sig., 256th Inf. Div. be-
tween 1968 - 1974,

Nguyen Duc Dung is seeking Sgt.
Looklear, 8th ARVN Cav. 66, Maj.

Taylor, 3rd ARVN Cav. 69, Maj.
Shimeck, 3rd ARVN Cav. 69, Col.
Gay, 21st US Cav. 69 and Cpt.

Abrams (Son G.), US 4th Inf. 69.

Maj."Nguyen Minh Chau is seeking
Maj. Avery Graham, Di An 68-69,
LTC McCoy, Di An 67. E

1Lt. Trinh Van Be is seeking any ad-
visors, Cang Long Dist. Vinh Binh
Prov.

1Lt. George Do is seeking Cpt. Bob -
Ryan, Can Tho G2 70-71. ‘

Lt. Nguyen Nhu Vu is seeking Any
Advisor, 33rd Coastal Div.

Col. Le Nguyen Binh is seeking LTC
Paul Brinkman, G2 7th Div. 65-66, or
LTC James Durand, G2 7th Div.
64-65.

Tom Harvey CAP iz seeking RVN
Personnel, Luc Luong Hon Hop.

Quach Huyhn Ha is seeking Any
Advisors, Ba Xuyen Soc Trang.

James L, Baker i3 seeking L'TC Ton
That Dong or Cpt. Larry E. Delp, RD
Vinh Binh 69.

Nguyen Thanh Dinh is seeking Maj.
William H. Gavan or Cpt. William
Leaptrott, PRU Quang Ngai.

Greg Cook is seeking Nguyen Minh -
Hoang, 2/1 196th Inf. Bde Mar 1970.

piug:

$14%.00/year, $26.00/2 years,

$33.00/3 years(w/7.75% pip-eoff tax for California delivery) from:

"Military',

2122 28th St.,

Sacramento, California,

95818-1999.

It's a very good monthly puablication covering military history from

WW II to present, reunion notices
geopolitical/military news.

inspection and review.

to buy him a beer for his helps

1 bock reviews, and contemporary
They'll send you a freebie copy for

Anyone meeting Mikse in person is obligated

Mike also asked permission to reprint

'MEDCAP Memory' from SITREP #l%. No problem, we're glad to reciprocate.

AMFRASIAN PROJECT It's a go, and underway.

Tom  Hawvéy, our LO,contacted

Pearl Buck Foundation and was advised that PBF no longer helps Ameraslans

in Vidt Nam but is working same program for VN orphans.

Grant, Tom and

Paul discussed the matter, deciding a child is a child, and gave PBF

the go-ahead.

We'll have more on our sponsored child at reunion and

next SITREP. His name is Nguyen Manh Hung, age 14,

NAME/ADDRESS TO FILE Bruce Burns, Vigt Nam Veteran, Founder of Amerasian

Registry(by which newly arrived Amerasians can attempt to find thei;
Fathersg is an attorney with direct experience in dealing with Ha NOQi's

bureacracy, whose efforts were portrayed in the TV film,
Bruce chopped his way through cubic miles of paper-

Came Between Them'.

'"The Girl Who

work permitting American veteran Barry Huntoon to bring his daughter to
Us from VN, and has now expanded operations to include full spectrum of
immigration, refugee, tourist, investment and misc. consultatlon services.
Member Jim Barker knows Bruce well and will vouch for his authenticity.

Your editor pro tem will do same.

info:
~San Jose, California;

Bruce W. Burns, Attorney at Law;

Q95113.

All languages dealt with.
95 S. Market Stig

Land lines: (English) 408 995-322%

For more
Suite 3003
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(Viet Namese)} 408 995-322%; (Chinese), W08 995-3229; (Cambodian) 408 995-
3228; and (Laotian) 408 995-3226. FaX: 408 995-3230. Keep these
numbers handy. Bruce is a proven paper-work buster, with a long
personal involvement in SE Asian matters.

NEYW MEMBERS Welcome extended to....

(Col.) L& Nguy8n Binh, G2 $B7(7th Div.), G2 QK4 (MR IV), CICV, and
other positions during his 24 years of service

Michael J. Slavick, USA, Adv Tm 16, 168-169
Thomas A. Mellars, USA, MAAG-Laos, '61-'62

James Il. Smith, USA, 35th Rgr. Bn./'64; L3rd Rgr. Bn./'68.
uthor of WILL THE SUN RISE TOMORROW?, cited in SITREP #13.

Jack B. Rot?bart, USN, MAAG-VN, QLVNCH Naval Academy, Nha Trang,
. 9_ O

Solomon V. 'Sol' Binzer, USA, Pleiku Sector Adv. Tm., '65-'66

Joseph B. Cagney, USA, MAT 913 Adv Tm 863 '69-'70
Thomas W. Stewart, USA, Adv Tm 21, '67-'68.

This association and its members will make every egfort to be worthy
of trust and confidence you show in signing on. Cam dn van b@i.

"4'\“\.' R * .
FQUURIE DI

uf‘

Member Owen Kelly, at balmy LZ Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan, shown with Jenna Pentland,

and Counterparts flag she made at Owen's

.request. Owen and Pat Wilson; also of

the 'Soo', continue in thelr commendable

i - efforts to spread the word. Our primitive

photo-copying does not permit reproduction

of photo showing Owen's 'Counterparts'

front license plate, or his marching with
Counterparts flag in local parade. Owen
will be at reunion, with more tips on
guerrilla harassment of inept bureaucrats
and human-three-toed-sloth school super-
intendants. Many thanks to Owen, Pat,
and Jenna, for her diligent efforts.

-0

'Dgmocracy is possible only if each of

its members is capable of outrage at

~injustice.!' =Aristotle

'"The true test of civilization is, not
the census, nor the size of the cities,

nor the crops, -no, but the kind of man

the country turns out.' -Ralph Waldo
. kmerson

Shoulder patch, 2nd Bn., 32nd Regt.,

21st Div/SP 21, reproduction of which
graciously permitted. by Clement Keily,
publisher of Viet Nam Insignia Collsclors
Newsletter. 1itle is somewhat misleading,
as each issue contains a great deal of

history .and commentary, going -well beyond
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insignia collection alone. Clem is also the volunteer insignia con-
sultant for the Viet Nam Memorial In DC and has provided identification
of patches and insignla left at The Wall, and is motivated in thils and
other pursuits, including his newsletter, by a desire to record and
document this history before it is lost forever(which is precisely
what will happen, and is happening gilven 'news media' and US public's
unwillingness or inability to read anything beyond 'People' magazine).
Clem has been kind enough to cover our reunion in his newsletter, print
the 'Counterparts' patch, and grant us permission to photo=plaglarize
his reproductions. We owe him one. He is. now researching QLVNCH TQLC
(RVN Marine) insignia and uniforms*and has specific questions on the
following: ‘
-Marine berets in dark green, one with a gold wire badge
but bright llight green, and another with a gold wire

badge in red. If any members can shed light on these
variations, date of use, etc., please write Clem:

Clement V. Kelly Jr./VICN
122:East 21lst Ave.
' Covington, Lousiana 70433..
Subscriptions to this fine bi-monthly, $15.00/year, ochecks
payable to Clem, not VICN. We've extended an open invitation
to Clem to try and field any questions he may have regarding
insignia which comes his way.

~0=
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From the J.C. Fischer archives,
17th River Boat Co., MY} Tho,
1968 ‘ ‘

Back row: Maj. Kelth, Maj. Kinh,
Cpt. Tuong, Cpt. Cat. '
Front row: LLt Sang, BM1l Lewls,
1Lt Nhan, 1Lt Tri

J.C. m%ght well have added.
that My Tho was a beantiful
Delta town on one branch of
the Mekong. Oh to go back
somedaY e« .-

[ 4
f

POW/MIA Senators John Kerry(D-Mass) and Robert Smith(R-N.H.) may have
developed leads on fate of some POW/MIAs during their recent trip to
the Soviet Union, how a confederation of independent states. With KGB
files now open for examination Kerry and Smith believe info might be
obtained to resolve questions regarding POWs from WW II, Korea and

VN. Smith feels 'there are some indications' that some POWs were
moved to the Soviet Union, and was told that a US pllot was shot down
by a Soviet operated SAM, in' North Viet Nam, and was killed upon capture.
Vliadimir Lukin, new Russian ambassador to US, told a press conference
he could see no difficulties with US examination of Boviet archives.
««ss..Purported photo of US Army Capt. Donald G. Carr now renorted to
be fraudulent. Incredible llkeness notwithstanding, photo now felt

to be of a 'man believed to be living in Germany who resembled him.'
Jack Bailey, iself-described POW/MIA hunter who provided photo, and

who has reportedly raised $3.0 million to support his work, is now
possible subject of an investigation requested by Sen. John McCain,
himself former resident of Ha NBi's hospitality suites.
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News coverage of other known POWs- Dega, Vift Namese, Khmer, Lao and
Hmong people of SE Asia is\entirely lacking. There has been no further
news coverage on earlier Ha NOI statement that IRC representatives
would be permitted to inspect 're-education' camps. There's a lot more
ground to be covered. : :

POW/MIA Bibliography Member Frank Brown has just completed a 24 pp.
bibliography on POW/MIA books, articles, research’ and testimony. Thls
is a very comprehensive listing of POW/MIA literature, in alphabstical
listing by author.. MNothing else like it, including everything from

%on ressional hegrings EQ se%f-publi%h?d workgdgg dga%gggtmgg%%ér And
ch entr commen r 0
aﬁtho?'s éuéﬁg%%cggiggg éﬁgncredTgfll%y¥ ﬁ%%llog%aphy will be

avallable for purchase by next SITREP, with Frank offering members
a discount below standard retail price.

DEGA Kay Heibold's video, IN SEARCH OF THE KING OF FIRE is now complete,
and availlable from Kay at 4108 Yates Pond Road; Raleigh, North Carolina;
27606, $40.00. Tape runs approx.one hour, and includes footage from
the Highlands and Dega-people in the US. A very well done work involving
many interviews with Dega, Dega background music, religious ceremonies,
and insights into Dega life. In addition to consldering purchase of
same, members are encouraged to contact local PRS TV stations asking
1f they might include this in their programming. Most US people, and
US news media, are entirely oblivious to what is taking place in VN
now, and just who the Dega people arae. Televising this video will
help to erase some of this ignorance. HIGHLANDS ASSISTANCE I'ROJRECT.
. . .Member Mike Little and Kay Reibold are leaving for VN 2% Feb, hoping
to personally deliver medical supplies to the Highlands. They are
hoping for permission to visit Ban M& ThuQt, Kontum and Pleiku. Mike
has promised a full report upon his return. Here's hoping all goes
well, MONTAGNARD FOUNDATION... The Foundation is trying to seek
grant money which will enable them to reprint books in the Dega

- language, particularly elementary school primers which are no longer
made avallable to Dega school children in VN. Not all tribal groups
had written languages, using Roman alphabet phoneticization, but
some did, and these are neither permitted nor encouraged by Ha Noi,
which appears intent on absorbing the Dega cultures. :

Mr. Kok Ksor, President of the Montagnard
Foundation, will be at the reanion and pro-
viding details, and the Foundation will have
Dega blankets and other works of Dega

crafts for sale as a fundraising effort

for the Montagnard Foundation programs to
preserve Dega culture. This, along with
the subject of 're-education! camps, 1is .,

something that should be on the table K

during normalization discussions with

Washington and Ha N§i., Members are
enconraged to write their Senators

and Congressmen, if not the White M!'NONG GAR
House and State Department. Many thx to
RHADE Kok Ksor and the Montagnard Foundation for guildance

, in this matter.

VC/NVA Hol Chanhs: '65/11,123, '66/20,271, '67/27,196, 168/17,836

'69/47,088 '70/31,998 t91/20,943,- *72/10,052, '73/19,1
"7'-?-/'—!-',7&83 1. 3 ? ? 2 ? ? ? ?




Kindred spirits speak;..

'T fondle many pictures In.my mind-

my heart still echoes with a peasant's song
the Mythm of the shuttle on a- loom.

I cherish hills-and jungles, dim and dark,

both dense with mystery and aswarm. with life.!

-Nguj%n'Chi Thf@n(from 'Tf Someday, If Tomorrow I should die')

11 loved Viﬁt Nam more than any other place, for the beauty and
strangeness of 1t. I always had a weird feeling in Vi€t Nam,
as though I were in the presence of exotic, mystical happenings.
As though I had arrived in a place where splrits prowled and
sorcerers plucked at strings that controled natur@al laws. I
felt valid there, as though this was my place anmi my time and
where I counted. I was happy.'

-Jim Morris, quoted from his book WAR STORY
“0-

MEMBER PROFILE Jim Vincent was asked if he'd kick off this new section,
and, 1n keeping with the ,enthusiasm he's demonstrated from the onset,

he was happy to comply. Jim retired from the Navy in '73 as a LTCMDR,
and after having served advisory tours in both VN and Thailand.

After his 1948 enlistment, intended only to be a 'three year hitch',

and subsequent duties aboard a Submarine Rescue Ship as a deep diver
Jim was assigned as a drydock advisor to the VN Navy. As Jim tells it:
'After & couple of weeks of boredom I was sent_to the field. My orders
took me to the Junk Force at An Thoi on Phll QuBc Island. After 2 weeks
I had become so lmpressed with the 'junkies', their problems, lack

of equipment, and unusually high morale(thanks to their.8fficers and
advisors), that I requested and received reassignment : ,
to the Junk Force. My love affair, and that's what

it was, with the 'junkies' began slowly, and it was

in direct proportion to my fluengg'in their languaf .

I desperately wanted to learn Vigt Namese so I could
function without a translator. I also knew learning
the language would help me stay alive. Most of the
time Junk force advisors traveled in pairs, but some-
Times we visited junk bases unaccompanied. The long-
est I went without seeing another American was 2 weeks.
It wasn't long before I realized that I owed my life
to these 'junkies'. They took care of me. Many times
they were the advisors-1 was the advisee! Therg was- y
ﬁﬁf%igg J . wouldn't do for them, and many was tge time X

they gave me their last cigarette, or whatever we were sharing. . I recall
one time, while at Junk Division 3%, we found a 2 kilo mine on our path
to a village. It was a 'command'! type yet the VC forgot to hide the
wire! We took it out into the field for target practice, at a 75 yard
range. The skipper squeezed off 2 shots without effect. I laughed

and fired two rounds from my M2 carbine with no result. A junkis
accompanying us asked if he could try. One shot was all he needed.

When we returned to the base the story was out. I don't know how many
bottles of warm Biere La RBue I had to buy. I proudly wore the black
beret of the junk fleet.' Jim later served as a counter-insurgency
instructor at Coronado Naval Base, and served a later tour on the

USS HANCOCK for airops. He is now retired from the Navy and owns

a real estate brokerage’'in Walnut Creek, California. Jim and his

wife Pat have two groun sons, Mike, who served with the Army in VN

ani received Bronze Star and Purple Heart, and Joe, the younsgest




8

who graduated from high school i1n Bangkok during Jim's advisory tour
there, and later served in the Air Force. Many thanks to Jim for his
efforts, donations, publicity efforts and encouragement throughout
the embryonic phases of Counterparts, not the least of which is his
;eamlng witp Mike Little and Jim Barker to set up our 1st reunion
in 1990, Jim still has a few souvenir enscribed baseball caps,
which he had made up himself, commemorating the reunion. They're
collector's items now, and are available for $10.00, pp., from
Jim at 2408 Golden Rain Road, #l; Walnut Creek, Californiay 94595,
. —_ LY
.- - i Jim and fellow: ™
; e 2y o Co Van Jim Dyer'!
with captured VC
flag. An atypical
design similar . _ ..
to North Kor- ﬁﬁ?h‘ -
gan flag, and .
believed to be .y
a slap at visey
- 1ting S. Korean§
 medical team. N

Jim and Ensign °
' Tai, QLVNCH HQ
(RVN Navy) in
blast crater
left by afore-
mentioned mine..
Thus we begin
i B - " M this new feature ' : Fon
of the SITREP. Each issue will have another member's experiences,
thoughts and feelings on the entire matter. As stated previously, random
draw will determine who's next, though anyone wishing to submit a profile
need only ask, and. yee shall reeceive. Lot easler than dealing with

the motor wvehicle department.

v

-

Great moments in Western Civlization, #92: Media mogul Ted Turner

has announced he will launch a 24 hour cartoon station, seeking to

tap a growing market for advertising aimed at children. One wonders
whether or not this has alresady been done, in the form of CNN telecasts
of congressional hearings, sometimes more cartoonish than 'Daffy Duck’.
In viewing either, be careful not to mistake some of our fearless
leaders for Elmer Fudd or Yosemlte Sam(which may be casting implied
aspersions on the latter.

-0

HMONG Contact continues with Mr. Vang Pobzeb, Chairman of the Lao’
Human Rights Council. Regretably, Mr. Pobzeb will not be able to
attend the reunion, and is in the midst of planning a trip to Thailand,
with some congressional aids, to investigate situation on refugee
camps, as well as the matter of forced repatriation. We'll try to
summarlze these findings in future SITREP lssues. We also hope to
receive info regarding recent flareup of hostilities which took place
early January along the Thal/Laotian border across from Thailand's
Loei Province. The action occured when approx. 100 well armed rebels
attacked and overran the Lao government's 614k Bn. base at Ban Waneg,
approx 100 KM west of Vientiane. Mortars, RPGs and M-79s were




9

in the atk. More than 1,000 Lao rafugees fled across the Mekong lnto
Thailand. Pathet Lao troops later recaptured the outpost, pulling
down down the rabel flag, with three-headed elephant, identical to
the old Royal Laotlan Govt.'s flag of pre-1975. All above reported
in Bangkok Post. No mention of activity in other areas of Laos.
There has been no conventional news media coverage of note.

Report on Forced Repatriation available from Women's Commission for
8fugee Women and Children; 386 Park Avenue Southj New York, New-York;
16016, Titlsd 'Can Hmong Kefugees Begin to Look lHomeward', the:25pp. .

cites an abundance of. problems and difficulties in eventual repatriation,

which the agthors view as inevitable. . Repatriation and Reintegralion:
The report is free, though courtesy : Can Hmong Refugees Begin -
of a donation is commendable. Many To Look Homeward?

subjects are examined: health and

health training issues, conditions

in Chiang Kham Refugeé.Camp, educational
needs, with conclusions that a compre-
hensive program is needed if Hmong people
are to return safely, and able to re-
establish their villages and culture.
Proposed plans and programs.for event-

nal repatriation, seen as a foregone
conclusion, soand good, but daepend

on a great extent to the good will and
afficacy of international organizations,
to include the UNHCR, and Lao and Thhil
governments. Whether or not these
conditions will apply is conjectural.
Not a guaranteed roadmap for success,
but at least agencles in the US are
looking at the problem. .

. DELEGATION T LAOS ANLY THAILAND
- : H " WOMEN'S COMMISSION FON REFUGEL WHOMER AND GHIL TN
1901

CAMBODIAN PEACE ACCORDS Not having developed, yet, any contacts 1n
The Cambodian community, we are forced to rely on standard news media
reports. 21 Feb 92 Reuters articls describes planned 22,000 man UN
Transitional Autiority in Cambodia (UNTAC), which is to disarm competing
factions, supervise Cambodian.ministrles, and enforce a fragile

cease fire, all leading to open and free elections in April or May,
1993, Estimated cost: $2.0 billion, 30% of which will be borne

by US. Yasushl Akashi of Japan will head up UNTAC and has said this
will be the largest and most complex mission in the UN's history.
10B! for UNTAC: 16,000 multi-national military personnel (some Aussies
already there), 3,%00 police monitors, and 750 civilian admin types.
Total of Cambodlan factions: estimated 200,000 regulars, and 250,000
irregulars. Good luck, Cambodla needs it.

CUVA Our 'cousin' organization of former USMC CAP/CAG people had 48
attendees at their November '91, DC reunion, and 10 honored guests
including CO Grant McClure and Adjutant Paul Brubaker, from whom all
CUVA members received an open invitation to attend our Louisville
reunion: 'I had good feelings about the fine character of many of your
members, who spoke thoughtfully at both ‘the meeting and the dinner.
The fellowshlp was fine and I wish it known that COUNTERPARTS welcomes
any CUVA member to attend our reunion as a guest.' Thx also extended
to CUVA(and Counterparts) members Arlis Wilhite and Mike Peterson for
their contributions to the Amerasian Project fund. The most recent

edition of the CAP NEWS(now a quarterly rather than bi-annual publication)
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carried letter from CUVA member A. 'Sunny' Sundberg, which deserves
space here: o

'We who served in the Combined Action Program got to ses
the other side of the war. We got to know the Vi#it Namese as human
beings. We became very attached to our villagers; especlally the
kids. I remember a few of the people. The names are faded but not
the memories. I served with 2nd CAG in CACOs 2-4, 2-8 & 2-9, and was
honored to serve as a CAP leader in all three. This was in 1969 and
-1970. We worked with the Vi€t Namese and gsve them protection. Thay
in turn gave'us information on the local VC and helped keep us alive,
Pacification did work. Too bad the rest of our Ferces never saw it.
That was the only way to win. You had to have the Vift Namese on your
side. Burning villes, relocating the people and killlng or wounding
them was never the answer. Most CAPs were under strength. On the
average they had 9 men instead of the 15 alloted. Still, we did a
very good job. I am proud to have been chosen for CAP, and very
proud to have served with the best, in the.best.' &A. 'Sunny’
Sundberg. |

Also, the excellent account of USMC CAPs, THE VILLAGE, by F.J. West,
is available.from CUVA, for $14.00 pp., from Bob Patrikios, 1639

Cone Avenue; Apex, North Carolinaj 2%502. This true account records
the vilTage waf, in"all its lethal forms, in Binh Nghia Village of
northern Quing Ngi Prov., and should be on the shelf of anyone with
any interest in Vi@t Nam. It does not conform to anything portrayed
in or suggested by the film 'Platoon'y to the contrary, 1t describes

a very effective program which took freedom of night movement away-
from the VC and, as indicated by the letter above, permitted US-and

VN to know each other as people. .In one not- e T e
able incident, the CAPs received intel that F.I.NESI,.". ‘
i
!
I
l
j

their 40 plus/minus man 'fort' was to be .
targeted by a Bn-sized VC ground Atk. Not , THE “IllnGE ‘
wiliing to be pushed out, and sidestepping

orders to withdraw, the CAPs ambushed point -

elements of their would-be attackers, and )
foiled the impending atk. Not a major vic--
tory in the military sense, but a meaningful
victory in gaining villager trust, knowing
the CAPs would not di-di. One of the better
VN books. Approx. 200 pp., w/b/w photeos.
Get” ona.

1he tine story of 12 months
in the file ol a Viclanw.e
village. where a bandiul of

Anericam veddecrs sl

Vietnamese militio lived
and dive \agether tryineg
[IX{N RN

ARCHIVAL CAP info: 'Life' magazine, 25 Aug - |
1967, carried approx 1% pp. story on the r et
CAPs, w/numerpus b/w photos. Very well - | B L TOKEEPA .
done piece of writling on an intriguing -y e ;V“lnﬁfgn
subject. Shows CAP members digging B - ) . e
wells and engaged in other civic action
Rrojectg, while describing hazards
nvolved, implicit recognition of
VC concern over CAP effectiveness.
Hollywood has not yet seen flt to
produce a film covering CAPs and
their unique role and history. It
should.

Ll VL]

'Men hate those to whom they have to
lie.! -Victor Hugo
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MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM

Joe Smith, CORDS !

L/CPL Thomas A. Williams,
CAP 3-1-~4

Bob Poulton, US DAO

We also _have a list of approximately
35 C8 Vdns, advisors to QLVNCH ND

(RVN Airborne) who were KIA but as
a matter of courtesy are going to

request permission for Socisty of
Vit Nam Alrborne before carrying
them on our Memoriam Roster.

Photo at right as at RVN's national
cemetery, equivalsnt to US Arling-
ton. Both statue and graves have
since been removed, under doctrine
of 'malice towards all'.

Remember Them

Contact made with Mike George of Society of Viet Namaese Airborne,

who reunion will be held this 24-27 June at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
If any COUNTERPARTS member is in the area, eligible for membership,
and/or would like to attend, contact CSM(Ret.) James Collier; /755
Strawberry Hillj; Goodletsville, Tennessee; 37072(615 876-3042). o
The Socisty, like COUNTERPARTS/Twéng Hifu M§ ViSt/Bdng Nam A, accepts
ags full members anyons who served with Tm 162, regardless of nationality
or place of birth. VN chapters are found in San Jose, Tiger{(Oragen),
Seattle, “leveland, Springfleld(Virginia), Houston, Santa Ana,
Keuner(Loulstana) and Yukon(Oklahoma). If anyone from -this assn.

can attend the Society's Juns resunion it may pave the. way for
cooperative efforts in future. Anyone? - SRR

- . .
r LR

Observations from Mark Duchon 1n his

inquiry about COUNTERPARTS: My last

stint in VN was with MAC-MA. The mis-

sion was to visit advisory teams to

resolve real or imagined problems bet-

ween US Advisors and Counterparts. As

worked out, 95% of the ppoblems were based ‘
on a failure to commanicate. Ia many b
instances it was the guirk in the American
supposition that the only correct way of

doing anything was the American way. A

lack of maturity was a suspect contrib-’

uting factor. The 'Peter Principle' is
applicable to all natlonallitles. It was

T, . L

an interesting assignment, visiting ad- 'Besrcanfk‘thsignia of 1Oth,
visory teams mainly in I Corps, while Regt., 7th Div, Adv. Tm.
filling in for other Corps areas. Note ‘Mudborne' at top,

'When 1t rains it pours!
on bottem seroll, -

'"The great majority of mankind is satisfiad with appearanceé as though

they were realitles, and are often more influenced by the things
that seem, than by those that are.! ~Machiavelll




Land reform pregram deed =
distribution to formerly =
landless tenant farmers,
Bife Hu§ District, Hfu Nghla |
Province, circa 1978, Area o
had been highly contested in-
1960s. Location was reached, . K&
in this instance, by 2 US and {&
1 VN driving unescorted in a
jeep. Several of RFs(Nghia
Quin) on hand were ex-VC.
New houses visible in back-
ground. For the first time -
in thelr lives, these farmers JM i :f'-;ﬂq
and their families had their . .

own land, only to have it taken back undsr 'collectivlization' policiles
instifuted after 197%. ‘ .

-0 : '
Col. Le Nguyen Binh
OK, that's it for issua #15. and M@"William
With luck, this will get to Potts at CICV,

most people before the reunion. 1970. Photo
Please remember to send in short courtesy of La’
narratives of a memorable person, | Nguyen Binh.
place and/or event from your tour | S

of duty, and reduced photocopiss ‘- -
of pictures from your: archives. : : 7
If originals are sent they will. t d
- be returned, but possibllity of égugdﬁzﬁore ,
lost mail always present. Not ‘Insignia ¥
100% safe to send original, one- QLVNCH. T
andwonly coples. We stlll have  Tngeription:
an abundance of. !Counterparts’ "Waliant & - '
coffee cups, w/logo, for $10.00 = Bpava® o
from our congenial adjutant at LZ
Circleville. Many, many thanks to
msember Lam Quang Bul, who has, once.
agaln, absorbed all-printing costs . .
for this SITREP. If anyone has any
printing needs, including 4% color

heavy stock fancy stuff, you can

have it done at Lam's printshop:
Complete Print Shop; 423% University;
Phoenix, Arizona 45034, 602 437-0207.
Upcoming issues will have info on Milke
Little's VN trip, more detailed info

on Locator 'finds!', and summary of
reunion events and discussions.

'Til then, stay well, stay at it and
Pidng lam vidc quéi nhi¥u(Dpn't work too -
" hard). Your membership is ' '
appreciated and reports/comments

from your AOs most welcome. Keep

those card d Ty .
HO 1i ta ? and letters comin', Courtesy of Clement Kelly Jri
Q stens! ’
e : ‘ - V18t Nam Insignia Collector:
Chao tam biet , Newsletter




