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Time for another update describing activities of your unique
association. Warm welcome 1s extended to all new members.

Good news: a lot has taken place in last three months. Bad news:
there's not enough room to adiress it all in this SitRepj info
excluded this go around will be incorporated into special mid-Jan-
vary mailing which will provide all details of March reunion. More
reunion info 1in this edition. As reverse side indicabtes, sincere
Christmas and New Year geetings to all, and may you and yours
enjoy the hollday season. Please watch out for bozo drivers.

OK, on to news of past quarter.....

FEDERATION OF VIET NAMESE VETEKANS ASSCCIATIONS CONVENTION was
held in Houston, 23-24 Nov, 90, At Invitation of President

Pang Binh Linh, four of your fellow members attended: Stu Beckley,
Pappy Hicks, Gene Scales and Jim Cane. Stu gave a brief address,
explaining the goals/objectives of CVM-V/BNA, our organizational
history, bringing along hand out poop sheets ani membership
applica%ions. Senior member attending was MG Lam Quang Thl, former
Dep. Cmdr., I Corps(during '72 Offensive), and author of AUTOPSY,
THE DEATH OF SOUTH VIET NAM. Mrs. Do Cao Tri, widow of former

III Corps CG also present. Mrs. Trl had spent eight years in
re-ed camps before coming to US.

Qur sincere thanks to Pang Pinh Linh for the invitation, to Mr.
Quach Huynh Ha, and to all members of the Federation. Ha has
signed on with CVM-V, and has volunteered to help spread the
word, as well as preparing application forms for VN, Lao and
Cambodian communities. Also, congratulations to Federation
Presldent-elect, Tran Ngoc Bda, along with our offer to work
with the Federa%ion on projects of common interest, primary of
which is well-being of former counterparts still imprisoned, or
released to de-facto house arrest. Federation members were
advised of upcoming reunion. Finally, heart-felt thamhks for the
plaque pregented to CVM-V/BNA, and for printing our advertisement
in CHIEN SI TI? DO, the Federation magazine. To all Federation
members: Cdm dn van bBi.

ARVN ARMOR REUNION was held 13 Nov, 90 in San Jose, w/member Ray
Batireall I attendance. This was the first reunion, and was
precipitated by recent arrival of several former Armor counterparts,
Just released from re-ed camps. LTG Vinh Lac, senior ARVN armor
officer, gave brief history of the branch, along with several

others who provided historical accounts. Those assembled

levied dues assessment to aid former counterparts now coming to

US, after years 1n forced labor re-ed camps. A gargantuan feast

at local VN restaurant topped things off, with s%or?es told,

photos taken, and friends remembered. Thx to Ray for his efforts.

DEGA ASSN. encounters obstacles in delivering medical supplies
to Highand hospitals and leprosariums. Hlghland Assistance
Director Kay Reibold was denied permission to accompany_sgpplies,
and promised photos of supply delivery/leprosarinom conditions

were never provided. Senator Terry Sanford raised these points,




and more, in a letter to Nguyen Co Thach. Anyone wishing copy
of same please send SASE to this clerk-typist. No further news
on apparent impass and/or prospects for rescolution. Thx to Dega
Assn. Liason Officer Mike Little for update.

LOCATOR: Best wishes to JC. for post-operative recovery. Several
requests forwarded to J.C. this past quarter. MG Oliver Dillard(Ret.)
is looking for former counterpart Col. Nguyen Hop Doan. Please
check w/local VN community and fire off letter to JC. if Col. Doan.
1s located. J.C. will provide address/phone # for Col. Doan's
action. Last gmarter's SitRep contained search request frem

Ngoc Phuoc Truong, seeking MSG Hodge H. Hodge(as written) and

CWO Dan Sharp. Info flled w/J.C.3; letter(in VN) sent to Mr.
Truong, eliciting a response not classified as mood-enhancer.

Mr. Truong's father saved life of one of these men, and apparently
worked with Americans to extent of being eternally damned by
powers that be. Mr. Truong's refugee status has been rejected,
and he's now faced w/deportatlion back to VN, and abysmal fate
awaiting him as member of 'enemy' family. Efforts continne

to locate MSG Hodge/CWO Sharp. More on this general subject on
following pages. Bruce Cushing, who served with MACV Tm. 25, '69-
'70, 1n Ban Me Thuot/other areas Darlac Prov., 1s looking for
former tm. members, also requesting info on Montagnard resettlement
in US. Latter info forwarded; search request relayed to J.C.
Member Jim Vincent, through contacts in VN community, was able

to track down coun%erpart Nguyen Xuan Son, who had mlstakenly

been reported KIA long ago. Letters/phone calls followed, and

Jim passed on info about CVM-V/DNA, inviting Son to sign on and
atteng Heuston reunion. Congratulations fo Jim and Son for

1inking up again after all these years. Who's next?

HONG KONG REFUGEE WAREHOUSES/VN and NUNG REPATRIATIONS. Hong

Kong has tired of refugee population and begun efforts to send
people back to VN, despite indications of greater stigmatization
and discriminatory policles heaped on returnees. In addition to
Ngoc Phuoc¢ Truong's plight, comes notice of forced repatriation

of many Nung peogle, a good number of whom served with US forces
and are thereby branded for life. Nungs placed 1n this position
have sent appeal to UN High Commissioner for Refugees, with dozens
of individual historles of discrimination in VN, and permanent
relegation to lower ranks of society. Copy of Nung letter sent
upon receipt of SASE. If inclined to take pen in hands UN High
Commission for Refugees; Palals des Nations; CH-121ljy. Geneva 10,
Switzerland. Also, 25 pp. report on 1990 Conditions in Hong Kong
Camps avallable from: International Rescue Committee; Attn: Susan
Stark; 386 Park Avenue S., NY, NY; 10016. A freebie, though
donations should be considered as a courtesy. Report will not
engender mirth and gles. Hong Kong camps are dismal, and spectre
of forced repatriation looms overhead. Some of our former counter-
parts are there. Takes no more than % hour to write a letter, so.....
In a related matter, former VC General Tran van Tra visited the

U3 recently and was lnterviewed by a US Viet Nam Vet, now an author/
Journalist, and asked if members of the QLVNCH(SVN military) could
join the government's veteran association. Response: 'Those who
ware soldiers are not considered veterans by the people..they

are not accepted because they fought for the enemx'. Asked if
Americans veterans could bring private assistance to former 3VN

soldiers, Tra offered no response. Situation ain't rosy.
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AMERASIAN CHILDREN are still coming over in small numbers., Recent
publication provides disturbing insight into problems they've
endured in VN and are encountering here. It's a freebie, 74 PD.,
from Indochina Resource Action Center; 1628 16th St. NW; 3rd Floor;
Washington, D.C.3; 20009. Chack with local church groups(Catholic
Social Services for one), Tolstoy Foundation for Amerasian children/
young adults arriving in your AO. Some carry a lot of baggage, and
can be hard cases, others respond very well to friendly, firm
guidance, and awareness that someone gives a damn. Gotta try and

do the right thing, right?

POW/MIA : Member Bob Cunningham represented CVM-V/DNA at November
meeting of National Viet Nam Veterans Coalition conference, 1n
which, among other matters, POW/MIA issues were discussed(see Bob's
summary on last page), par%icularly in context of vpossible policy
shift towards normalization of relations w/Ha Noi prior bo resolution
of POW/MIA matters, a touchy subject w/many. CVM-V/DNA takes no
official position, but does advise members to be informed and to
express thoughts to Washington. In related area, the book KISS

THE BOY3 GOODNBY, purportedly the inside story of the oft-rumored
abandonment of POWs/attendant cover-up, was subject to severe
criticlsm and Indictments from two members, George Davidson and
Frank Brown. George sent in a review which shreds book's veracity,
or attempts thereat, and Frank will have a minl-review in next
SitRep. Ed. comment: without having read the book, yet knowing

it cltes Scott Barnes and the Christic Institute as sources, it

is difficult to assign high credibility. Scott Barnes was on a
local radio talk show, and your clerk-typist is convinced the man
is a pathological liar, while the Christic Institute has yet to

do much beyond dream up ‘conspiracy' stories having no foundation
in substance. The point is not matter of POW/MIAs per se, the point
1s whether any/all unfounded claims are to confuse the issne.
Examine this stuff with the precislon you'd call in coordinates

for FDF. Related matter: a reliable source reports current hot
rumor that several defectors may be returned by Ha Nﬁi, thereby

to be received as POWs. This rumor has come/gone in past, and

here it is again. Mebbe/mebbe not. Something to watch for.
'Defectors' in question could merely be people who stayed in VN

for own reasons, without necessarily having engaged in actions
against US/VNCH forces.

ADVISOR BIBLTO.: Frank Brown pluggling away, and when final product

Is compiled will be available on cost-only basis to members, meaning
photocopy/postage, meaning not much $. Cam on rat nhleu Frank ol

for your efforts. A certain entry, not previously clted under
'Advisor Lit', 1s A PERSONAL WAR IN VIET NAM, by Robert Flynn, Texas
A & M Press(College Statlon, Texas, 77843-hk364), 160 pp., $23.50
hardcover/$11.95 paper, $2.00 p & h. Factual account of journalists
'tour' w/USMC CAP uvnits in 1970. Good piece of writing, valuable
historical work of little known(as far as general public is concerned)
USMC and PF Combined Action Platoons. Worth the read.

On the subject of CAPs, Member Tom Harvey is our new Liason Officer
(L.0.) between CVM-V/BNA and CUVA(and you thonght you'd be rid of
acronyms when you left the military!), the CAP veteran association.
We are pot formally affiliated, merged or any such thing, and do

not want this to be, as CAPs were entirely unique and their history
should not be blended in, and to some extent diluted by, any
unnecessary affiliation with other groups, no matter how similar
R%E% g%g and/or experience may have been, and are. We will exchange
®FS, and freely extract info therefrom. Members can




can join each association(CVM-V/BNA as associates in CUVAj; CUVA
members as Full CVM-V/BNA members). CUVA has a good newsletter,
w/good info. We'll scratch each other's back, kicking around in
the same retro-psychic A0 as we do. Many thanks to Tom for his
joining CVM-V/BNA, and offering to serve as L.0O., ani contact
point. Tom has also sent in some interesting studies, documents,
etc. pertaining to CAPs. We do not have an official historian
yet, so clerk-typist will have all these documents photocopied
and ready for our historian-to-be, whersrer he/she assumes the
post.

Tom also submitted names of three additional Members in Memoriam:

LCPL Dennis 'Red' Shively CPL Samuel M. Cavins .
LCPL Charles R. 'Rob' 0Olson.

Remember them.

Oncg- @gain, we'll be compiling a brief bio ani recnllection of
all Members in Memoriom. Anyone submitting a name is also asked
to write up whatever should be remembered. Need not be extensive
biography, but if anyone wants to write one, it'll go in Jjust

the same. Send write-ups to clerk-typist(B. Laurie; 1462 W,
University; Mesa, Arizonaj; 85201l) for inclusion.

PUBLICITY Judd Clemens is the latest member to take initiative and
arrange for publicity releases in a number of publicautions, among
them being Anchorage Dally News, LEagle River Veteran, and VFW pub-
lication for State of Alaska. Judd wins an Oosik swagger stick for
this noble effort(lower 48ers perhaps not familiar w/Oosik, I'm not
sure of spelling either, and we better let it go at that.). Cumu-
lative effect of these individual efforts is such that we're now
receiving inquiries from those having 'heard from s friend about..'.
Good show, feel free to spread the word as Juid anl others have.
Also, received brief write up in newsletter of Veterans of Viet Nam
War, Inc. publication. Special thanks go, again, to Pat Sherman
and Owen Kelly, whose latest efforts are described on back page

of this SitRep. Members should feel good beinyg assotiated with
people of this calibre. '

MEMBERS IN THi NEWS Jim Barker was honored as a Distinguished Service
Alumnus of his alma mater, Graceland College, citing his long involve-
ment in VN Vet couseling, Amerasian issues, POW/MIA matters, and

with VN anl SE Asian refugees. Most recently, Jim visited Russia,
discussing PTSD experienced by Soviet troops. In his acceptance
address, Jim wrote 'Naturally, I delivered message on depth of
experience regarding VN.' Nice antidote to conventional wisdom,
derived from TV/Hollywood portrayals. Also, your clerk-typist
neglected to mention that Jim was among several people whose story
"was depicted in an April, 1990 TV movie, 'The Girl Who Came Between
Them', about VN Vet Barry Huntoon's efforts to find his danghter in
VN, and bring her to the 3tates. A hoisted glass of Bia Lon (Biere
Larue, AKA Tiger Beer), on the rocks of course, to Jim.

Random quote: 'I would rather commadd an A detachment in the highlands
of Viet Nam than be President of the United States, or win the Nobel
Prigze for Literature, or ball each Playmate of the Month, for the

last five years, in alphabetical order. Jim Morris, SF, as

cited in his book, WAR 3TORY. Reason: '..for first time I was
involved in something important enough to make me forget myself.'!




PRODUCTS: Timothy Kerr/CPC Froductions(P,C. Box 9342; Seattle;
wasﬁington; 98109) spent four years in VN, 19 months as a crew
chief/door gunner, and snapped some outstanding low level aerial
photos during this time. Can Tho, An Khe, Ben Tre, Tan An, Bong
Son, Plain of Reeds, Tuy loa and other locations are depicted

in bis brochure(send $1.00) of 10" x 1k, 11" x 1hm, 14t x 20"
and 16" x 24" enlargements, ranging in price from $11.99 to
$16.95, Tim has been kind enough to offer CVM-V/PNA members

a special discount, extending through June '9l, of 20%. 3Send
$1.00 for brochure w/both b/w anl color photos listed and
illuitrated in b/w miniature. Recommended, w/thx for special dis-
COoulnG.,

Error Last quarter's SitRep had typo, and those ordering bound
editions of SF magazine reprints are probably cursing returned
mail marked 'No such address'. Correct address is: RADIX
Associatesy 2314 Cheshire Lane; llouston, Texas; 77018. Apologies
extended for any inconvenlence caused. Will repeat high praise
for this reprinting,-with indexing, of unigne publication.

Well worth ..25.00 plus %2.00 p & h per volume, $125.00, free
postage, box entire boxed set.

VN/3F Video: 30 minute video, w/both training and combat footage,
shows 5i* doing its thing. HKarroted by former SFer Jim Morris.

Was advertised, in Winter '88 edition of 'The Drop', for $10.00,
pp. from:Special Forces Association; P.0O. Box 41436; Faystteville,
Morth Carolinaj; 28309-1436. Present availability not known, so
letter of inquiry should go out first.

SOQH3 ANYD DAUGHTER3 IN TOUCH is newly founded organization of
enlldren whose fatherswere killed in VN. As would be expected,
many are young adults having only faint recollections of the
fathers they were never able to know. CVM-V/BNA offered its
locator services to any surviving children who might wish to
contact frisnds and comrades who served with their fathers, and
also advised that surviving kin are eligible for membérship,

as associates, in CVM-V/DNA. Wanda Ruffin, 'In Touch' director,
and widow of naval aviator James Thomas Ruffin, wrote expressing
appreciation for the offer, and encouraging CVM-V/BWA to reprint
thelr flyer. Space limitations rule this out on this go around,
and brief summary is provided here. The In Touch flyer{(available
from 'In Touch/Friends of Viet MNam Veterans Memorialj; 1224 M. St.,
NW; Washington, D.C.; 20005) is a check sheet Indicating sender's
desire to be family, friends, fellow vets of specific people

KIA in VN. Usual info is requested: name, unit, nicknames, etc.
Service is free, though courtesy dictates inclusion of donation
to support In Touch activities and programs. Mrs. Ruffin also
included info sheet on Friends of Viet Nam Veterans Memorial,
available from address cited above, specifyinzg membership fees,
beginning w/820.00 for individuals, and services: name rubbings
sent at no additional charge, In Touch locator service, and
quarterly newsletter, 'Among Friends'. We keep on coming up

with ways for members to spend $, and this scems as good as

any. Mrs. Ruffin also sent copy of letter they received from

a Mr. Hoa Du Thal, expressing Mr. Thai's search for an old
friend, Bernard Hill, who served several tours, both military

and civilian. Letter 1s being s#nt to Mr. Thai, and another

name 1s added to our locator list.
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Random historical item: Roman coins were found near the site of Oc¢
Eo, a former port on the Gulf of Thailand, long since landlocked
by eons of siltation, not too far from present city of Rach Gia,

POSSIBLE SOURCES FOX LOCATING CIVILIAN COUNTECRPARTS: Several
contacts Jeveloped for dissemination of CVM=V/DNA info and sub-
sequent increase in civilian service membsrs. Three civilian
component assoclations have been contactgd, and sent CVM-V/BNA
literature: returned volunteers, U3IA, and State Dept. In case

of VE/SE Asla, returned volunteers would have beecn mzmbers of
International Voluhteer 3ervices(IVS), a private ‘'Peace Corps’

in VN and SE Asia, whose members include the late Edgar 'Fop'
Buell; USIA refzrs to US Information Agzency; State is just

thst. Though seldom in the news, civilians often played an
important role instructing VNI counterparts ani villagers in
agricultiural areas, to include animal husbandry, rural sanitation,
and so on. We're iooking forward to resnonses from these outfits,
and hops to draw m:mbers from their ranks. Many thx to new
member Connie Menefee for providing these contacts. Connie has
worked w/CUVA and its members for some time, ani is quite familiar
with organizational Tambience' found in our ranks. It is with
regret however that we advise her membership application is being
suspended until she swears a blood oath never, ever, to refer

to this letter-banger as 'the typewriter from hell'y, as she has
done in the past.

OTHER_SIMILAR EFFORTS: Inquiry sent by l'aul Brubaker to Canadian

War Museum, requesting our existence be made known to any Canadlans
who served as adviscrs. This lead also from Connie, ani thx extended
once again.,

More on AWI30X LIT: Two r-cent publications deal with the Phoenix
program. One i1s, by all reports, quite good ani a well researched
study objective 1n approach. The other, titled THE PHOWNIYX PROGRAM,
by Douglas Valentine, is, by all reports, an inferior, dense work
which fairly wallows in the now-typical bashing of 5VN/US. Book
to look for is ASH3 TC ASHX5, by Dale Andrade(D.C. lleath & Co.,
Lexineton, MA), fregurntly cited as a balanced scholarly effort.
Another work dealing w/Phoenix 1s LOST VICTORY, by William Colby.
Any members involved w/Phoenilx are invited to provide a more
detailed view than is provided hLere. Edi. comment: seldom, if
ever, is mention ever made that the Phoenix Progsram, in some
respects, merely adapted the VC's own 'Phoenlx Pregram' and
objective of paralyzing GVN civil administration, an! 1t can be
realdily argued that 'their' Phoenix Pregram was far more ruthless
and lethal than 'ours' was. Again, member comments welcome.

ANTUOLOGY: A reminder..long promised format outline still just
a promise, however you are enccuraged to begin jotting thin:s
down, in fragmentary bits and pleces if that's the way the ol'
memory bank works, and begin formulating ideas now. Iffective
writing wili weave actual experiences/people/places together
with personal reactions to same, ani reasons proiucing these
reactions/thourhts/impressions. Hardest thing to do is to
start. Pleci up a 494 spiral bound notebook and get in habit
making notes.




One individual who may have many such recollections is a former
interpretor for the l?3rd? name and present location unknown.

Last year four VN Vets, with film maker and photographer in tow,
returned to VN, traveling about to former base camps, installations,
etec. TInvariably, a crowd of local VN would gather, and discussions
would ensue. During one such instance, a VN middle-aged man was
seen on the crowd periphery, before cautiously makine his way

into the group, asking if anyone had been w/the 173rd. No one

had, though no shortage of conversation arose from thils fact.

The unnamed former interpreter expressed his admiration for

his former comrades, and appeared elated for chance to exchange
'war stories'. When US Vets departed, they presented the
interpretor with a small enamel US flag pin one had been wearing,
generating moist eyes for all. This story related by onein

the US party. It is unfortunate we do not, yet, have this

unknown interpreter's full thoughts. Something to work for.

DiEGA update: this just in from Mike Little.. CBS has completed
filming/now editing TV movie, 'Vestise of Honor' about 210 Dega
people who were resettled in North Carolina, following epic¢ combat
trek across Cambodia to refugee camps in Thailand. No broadcast
date available at this time; sometime 'this fall'. Characters
include a 'Dennis Scott!, an American who played key role in
arranging for Dega group emigration. Apparently excluded, at
least in article cited here(newsletter of Lutheran Farily Services),
is contribution of one of our own members, Pappy Hicks, who

got the ball rolling by writing President Reagan, and worked

with Jim Morris and Don Scott to bring events to a successful
conclusion. Once immigration approval was granted, Pappy, Don

and Jim went to the Philppines to accompany the Dega contingent,
and get them ready for entry into the US. Following through,
Pappy and company lined up the Lutheran Family Services as a
sponsor. Major obstacles arose from bureaucratic lethargy on
part of US Embassy in Thailand. Eqmally disturbing is fact that
none of Dega arrivals were ever debriefed or interviewesd by any
member of any U3 agency. We'll see i1f we can't get Pappy to
write up a review once movie is broadcast.

Also, KAY REIBOLD, driving force behind Highland Assistance Project,
and in-progress producer of two documentaries about the Dega, w/in-
country footage, was recently honored by her selection as one of
four outstanding humanitarian velunteers in Wake County, N.C.
Congratulations to Kay, and, more importantly, sincere thanks
for her efforts to help others. We'll keep you posted on avail-
ability of Kay's documentaries and just mebbe can show them in
Houston. Worth a try. Fork over some spare change to lighland
Assistance Froject every now and then.

]

LAOTIAN COUNTERPARTS: Last quarter's SitRep made mention of prob-
able ditffTiculties former Laotian Counterparts may be having, and

recent human rights symposium lends great substance to this concern.

'Laos, Human Rights in a Forfotgen Country' was togic of day-long
discussion at Yale Law School, Dec, 1990, and addressed by a

panel including Laotian refuees now living in US, US StateDept
spokesman/analyst, a Hmong community representative, and current




Laotian Charge D'Affairs. lMember John Del Vecchio was in attendance,
and reports of insipid performance from U3 StateDept representative
who leaned, in typical obtuse StateDept manner, towards Pathet Lao
delegate. ApproX¥mately 200 plus/minus Lao & Hmong refugees also
present, many of whomdrove in from the Midwest. Handout documents
included approx. 50 pp. compendium of bibliegraphy, documentation
of human rights violations, and discussion of re-ed camps in Laos,
where many Lao, including members of former Royal Family, have
died. Also included was an information booklet wublish~d by

the Executive Council for Liberation of Laos, which contained
graphic four-color photos of Hanoi-Pathet Lao air strike victims.
The Council asks American people to apply sueh influence as they
can to raise this issue in the public and international view.
Further info: Mr. Lee Dangj; 110 Biscaye Court; Sterling, Virginiaj
22170, Check with Orville H. Schell Jr. Center for International
Human Rights; Yale Law Schoolj 4OlA Yale Station, New Haven,
Connecticut; 06520(203 432-7101 or 203 432.4896) for availability
of any remaining handout material.

..and, same symposium included panel member Vang Pobzeb, chairman
of Hmonz American Human Hights Committee, established March, 1987.
Mr. Pobzeb, currently a Ph. D. candidate at Denver Yniversity's
Graduate School for International Studies, presented two papers,
each avprox 50 pp. in length, detailing Ha N§i expansionist
policies in Laos, between 1954 and 1990, mBse of chemical wpns,
and resultant flow of ethnic Lao and Hmong refugees. Not fun
reading. Several CVM-V/DNA members worked with Hmong and/or

Lao and are rightfully concerned over present fate of these
Counterparts. Efforts underway to contact l¥r. Pobzeb for more
info, and to advise of our existence, objectives, locator

service ete. Will keep you posted.

Additional publication: FORCED BY AMD FORGOTTEVY, written by

Al Suntoli and Laurence Eisenstein, published by Lawyer's
Committee for Human Rights(write for publication catalog at

330 Seventh Avenuej NY, NY; 1000L), which discusses forced
repatriation of Hmong and Lao refugees from Thai camps, and
sometimes lethal conseauences of returning to Laos. There is
1ittle reason to doubt that Hmonz are being subjected to campalgn
of cultural genocide. This publication cites estimates that
100,000 Hmong, from original Laotian populétion of 350, 000-400, 000,
have been killed, while equal number have fled Laos(Ed.-cannot
resist- This is 'Peace with llonor'%). To date, we've not fully
addressed situation of limong, Laotian, Nung counterparts, and
will try to keep ycu more up to date 1n these areas. Send off
for these publications, and others cited in past, and be aware

of situations apparently not considered '‘news' by the media as

a whole.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 458 Representative Chris Cox, California, introduced
House resol@tion proposing specific human rights adherence standards
as condition for normalizing relations w/Ha N9i, in conjunction

with acceptable progress in resolvin: POW/MIA matters, and full
withdrawal from Cambodia. Write your representatives and make your
opinions, pro or con, known.
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SENATE FCREXGN RELATION3S COMMITTEE comprised of these Senators:

CLAISDOANE PELL. MeODE IBLAND, CrAJAMAN

S0P A BIDEN, Ja., DELAWARE JESSE HELME, NORTH CANOLIMA

PAUL 3 SARRAMES, MARYLANO NCHARD G. LUGAR, IDIANA,

ALAN CRANSTON, CALFORMIA NAMCY | KASSERAUM, KANEAS
CARISTOMIER J. DODD, CONMCTICUT  RUDY SOICHWITZ MINKEEQTA

JOMN E KEARY. MASSACWUSETYS LARRY PREESLER. SOUTH DAXOTA

PAMA. SIMOM, 1LLINOIS FRANK H WURKOWI KL ALASKA

TERRY SANPORD, NORTH CARGLIMA MITCH MCCONMELL. KENTUCKY

PAMNIEL £, MOYMIMAN, NEW YORX GORDOM J. HUMPHALY, NEW HASMPEHIRE
CHARLES 5. AOBAE, VIRGIMLA COMNMIE MACK, FLOMODA

GUAYLD b, CHMSTIANGON, STAFE DIRECTOR
JAMES P. LUCIER, MINONITY STAFF DIMECTONA

They will be, and are, discussing question of normalizing relations
with Ha NGi, as well as terms under which such an agrzement would
be reached. Think it over, decide what you think best combines
pragmatism and integrity, and write letter expressing opinion.

All CVM-V/DNA members are opcon-ed to dictates of personal con-

science and intellect. Part of job description as a citizen.

REUNION: New members Huynh Quach Ha and Phil King have volunteered
0 begin orgamizing Houston reunion, scheduled for 8-10 Rarch? 1991.

A special January mailing will provide further details._ Submit

any ideas/suggestions to either Paul Brubakgr and/or.thls clerk-

typist. Incoming mail indicates very high 1nt§rest in atteging,

so please make every effort to be there. It will be something
you'll enjoy, benefit from, ani remember. All attendess of San

Jose reunion will attest to this.

YEAR END MESSAGE: Effusive/prodigbus thx to all for efforts, patience,
individual initiative. We've covered good deal of ground thils year,
and have established, at long last, favorable momentum. More g?odles
planned for coming year, including better SitRep format? an@ we'lll
keep on pushing{remember that stuff about maximum exploitation of

a tactical victory? Speaking mstaphoricly herg). Keep cards anq
letters comin' in, w/clippings, news, suggsstions, etc. Attending
Houston reunion will make whole tl:inz a2 lot more 'real’, so make
honest effort to be there. NMay all of you, and your families, enjoy
the Merrigst of Christmases, anl may your ruck be filled with helium

balloons in 1991.

A~ e B j . I
Chic Ming [ Giang Sinh va Hudnz Nam MAL Vui Ve

HOLLYWOQOD’S VIETNAM, NOT MINE

By Toan Troung (9 Copyright, 1950, New York Timas, Reprinted with Permission)

I grew up In Vibinam Huring the war and came 1o tha U.S. in 1975 with the i
wave of refugess. It is always wilh mixed emations Ihat | watch Yietnam war movies
lika “Tha Dear Hunter,” "Full Melal Jackel.” “Platoon” and now, “Barn on the Fourth ol
Wuly,” which has recetved elght Academy Award nominations.

The avelage American has never cared aboul the Viglnamese people and stilt
doesn’l; Vieinam has become an abstract symbol for pundils who debate about
itealogy and polillcs. Thesa movles, allhough powerlul and moving, are vehicles for|
men like Ron Kovic, who wrole *Born on 1he Founh of July.” and Oliver Slone, who
directed it, 1o atone (or thelr past misdeeds,

Mr. Kavic’s spine was severed In Victnam and he Is conlined to a wheelchalr.
Walching lhe movie, | fell his paln and admired his courage. | even cried at his tri-
umph at tha end of Iha film. But ! wondered if, even now, he has any ldea about the
ind of palns the Hanol Government Is stit Inllicling on Ihe Vietnamese people. For
all of us, Lhe sulfering cominues,

While Americans tend to ramember the Vielnam War through Images deplciing
the massacra of innocent clvillans by American traops, what |s chiseted in my own,
mind Es foolage of Vietnamase wailing aver the bodies of loved ones who ware
buried alive in huge mass graves by the Vial Cong during tha Tet oftenstve, In 1968, |
will naver lorget how the Viet Cong lilled thousands of clviliang who were hteeing
loward Hue on Highway 1 In 1975,

Most Amerfcans remgmber the late 60's as a lime In which tha forcas of Ingth
and rightecusnass Ifumphed over the llas and hypocrisies ol government and the
milltary-Industrlal complex. Bul | remember my parenls’ concern that antl-war
damonstrations would undermine U.S, support or the war at a time when Russlan,
and Chinese support lor Norh Vielnam was slronger (han ever.

| cannol even begin o describa the leeling of abandonmant my counirymen lelt
al the stan of North Vietnam's offensive In 1975, when our soldlers were resiricled o

Rienll

llring & few rounds a day bacause tha bullots had rm oul and nonae werae lodhcom-
ing.

At ona paint [n *“Bomn on the Founh of Juby,” the hero says that the U.S. was In-
terfaring in the Vielnamese paopla's struggle for Independence. The “Vistnamese|
people” are always belng quoted as supporting the North and refecting American Im-
parlallsm. Yat, ! know of na publlc oplniort poll on what Vigtnamase people really,
wanted during the war.

1 belleva that Ihay only wanted 1o ba lalt alone to farm that anclent plece of land
and enjoy tha iruits of their fabor, Thay did not want Io shoot each other or shoot
Cambodlans. The Vielnamese people would preler nol lo ba so opprassed hat Ihey|
feel obliged 1o seek Ireedom elsewhers, as Ihey have done since 1975, Wa tend to|
lorget thal, alter the Amerlcan pullout, the lree people ol South Vieinam succumbed
lo Intalilarlanism, and Communisis galned control o Laos and Cambaodla.

Is delending Ireedom In the world a wonhy goal for the U.S.? Americans do not
ask Ihat questian about their Involvement [n Europe during World War II. Why Is Viet-
nam dilteren|?

The dlifarencae, | 1hink, llas mainly in tha lact that Europeans are |ust plain easler
to idantify wilh, whereas Vleinamesa ara just a bunch of "gooks.” Whal Ihe hell was
the LS, dolng there, risking the kves and llmbs of good American kids? As casually
ligures came in on the evening news. the idea ol fighting lor democracy in Vietnam
becama anly a vague concept related to some Aslans 13,000 milas away.

1 visited |he Vletnam War Mamorial in Washinglon In November. A similar monu-
ment for Vietnamesa soldlers would sireich 20 limas longer. As | walked down Lhat
black slab, scanning Ihe namas, i was painiu! 10 realize that, alihough these men
gave Lheir lives for my couniry, | knew nothing about them.

In a guest book at tha monument, | wrote a dedicalion. not only to those who
had [allen. but to afl American Vislnam veterans sl alive: “Thank you all for having
Icught lor my pecple. We will never lorgel your sacrillce.”

Toan Troung e a physklan st the Unlvstsity of Californts al Son Francisco Medical Cenres.




