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.1989 shduld be year

we get moving, and steps.have taken to accomplish this.

To déte; Just over 50 'hard' members, being,ﬁhOSé.who have submitted -

thelr ballots for by-laws and have maintalined contact.
prospects will probably generate several more.
their initial res
is forthcoming.

30 other 'soft'

Follow up inquiry to
ponse has not yet been sent, as was promised. That

Letter sent to Dega Assoclation advising of our wish that they link
up as an organzational member. . Last issue of .sitrep was included for

thelr review.

Ho response as of this writin

. They publish a newsletter themselves:

them in all maillings.
old copies,of 'Qrgan;c-Gardening'

* HELP NEEDED

A ORI c

‘Montagnard Dega Assn.

P.0. Box 28647
Raleigh, N.C.

In November 1986, over 200 Monta- E

gnard men, women and children were
settled in North Carolina as refugees

. from the Central Highlands of Viet-
| nam. After a year of developing new

skills (such as learning English, find-
Ing 2 job, and mastering U.S. high-

H
|

27611-8647
Sphsorsiip donation for same is $10.00/annum.
Also, please note, and 1f possible, send them
or any other helpful publications:
. - - ... | but desperately need gardening infor-’

ways and supermarkets), some of
them are beginning to indicate inter-
est in expanding old talents. In the
Highlands, most Monlagnard families
used their own traditional organic meth-
ods in home gardens. Last summer,
several began experimenting with
small gardens here in North Carolina

: - R T IA

States.

g to September mailing.

Will continue to include

mation.

We would appreciate receiving old
OG copies from readers. We also wel-
come advice from readers who have
experience in growing Southeast Asian
vegelables and herbs in the Uniled

Pierre K’'Briuh
Lutheran Family Services
P.O. Box 13147
Greensboro, NC 27415

Initiaijefforts“underwam-to:tép.intb.VN community publibétiohélin
Callfornia area, as well as individuals who write other publications

seeklng whereabouts of former counterparts.
has apparently been releasing re-

Speaking of same, Hanoi
ed camp inmates, though many of these

remain under liouse arrest of sorts. Among the more notable is former




Gial. former Bde. CO in lst Div, and eventually CO of
g:ﬁiiﬁ; gggmed 3;d ARVN Div, which met with great'mlsfoEiuge, to ggt
it mildly, during lguyen Hue/E?sier Offinsivgoggs ggﬁmand:r(gissg e

4 comings o neompeten Y §
ﬁoiiaggégﬁﬁtioguggggg), Wa§ imprisoned by GVIM, and tPen by Hanoi. By
most accounts, he was, and with luck still is, a highly reggﬁ?ed%hat
respacted combat commander, and honest officer. It is posst BUS .
some of thase recently released prisoners may be comlng tgblhe y S
keep eyes/ears peeledj we shoulld try to assist where poss €.

Other info from refugee accounts: dgpegdents of former GVN gi%itﬁry
neople have a hard time gaininz admisslon to anyt?}ng beyonbc gf
scliool; they are tainted, as Hanol vliews it, by bzing a meg ug o ce
formar GV family. Children of officers, if only company grade, a
virtially excluded from upper education.

'Carriculum Alert'--Wateh what your children or nelghbor's children
are being 'taught' regarding VN/SE Asia. There 1s vresently a packaged
study guide, put out by the National Councll for the Social Studies,
whicg is avai?able‘to gigh school teachers throughout the country, and
which 1is an abysmally warped version of VN. We should have no problem
with discussing VN, or anythlng else, 'warts and all', BUT, this ...
'study guide' is historically invalié and erroneous. It simply 1s
not accurate, comprehensive and worthwhile history, yet is:portrayed
as being just that. VN-and SE Asia was and 1s far too important for
%gx conveluted drivel, from any school of thought. Keev on alert

or this, and do not be bashful about requssting equal time. °

Lessons of History, Part II: -Recent publication by four US Army
officers, all with VN experlence, critiquing current US policy and
implementation in El1 Salvador: ' ‘ ’

AMERIGAN MILITARY PCLICY IN SMALL WARS: The Case of

El Salvador, by LTCs Bacevich, Hallums, White and

Young. 'Published by . - ' ‘
Institute for Foreign Folicy Analysis
Fletclhier School of Law & Diplomacy
Tufts-University :
Central Plaza Bldg., 10th Floor
675 Cambridge Ave.: - .
Cambridge, Mass 02139-2396. -

Saw mentlon in paper, wrote asking how to obtain, they sent me ohe. -
OK, we have learned some things about how to approach these.-sort-of-VN-
type conflicts, but if half of what this book says is true, we are now
repeating some of the dumb things we did in VN, and, once again, as a
result of inattentive and perhaps obtuse policy makers in DC, who fail
to assign the priority deserved. It 1s acknowledged that our accepted
by-laws preclude involvement with policy matters and the like, but

pur collective history in the advisory realm is being overlooked by

soreone, somewhere. Submitted as an FYI item only.

Letters to ed./materials/photos: lienceforth, any letters sent 1n may
be included in subsequent sitreps, as well as x=roxes of plctures
and the like. There are some who havernotianticipated this, so
please be advised. If comments/etc. are not intended: for possible
sitrep inclusion, please so indicate. Also, roster will be included
with next slitrep, so:anyons desiring to remain in shadows(except for
membership committee scrutiny) need renuest this qourtesy. To date,
only two have; thelr credentials anpear quite valid.




VN Lit: of thousands of books on VN, few
deal with advisors. Ironlcally, the new
book on John Paul Vann is a best seller,

Have read excerpts from this work, and a few
book reviews, and am not altogether pleased
with book, and what some otherwise uniformed
readers might infer from it. Will reserve
Judgement until book is read but find aanthor's
omissions troublesome. Excerpt I read deals
with Vann's early years in Delta, and his
problems with the ARVI 7th Div., renowned-then- %&
for its search and avoid tactics., OK, that's
true, yet author fails to point out that 7th, under command of the
late Gen. Nguyen Khoa Nam from Jan 70, became highly proficient

and quite capatle of dealing with any/all VC/NVA threats. Nam was

- held in high regard by VN people as incorruptable and lionorable, and
there isnot the slightest "evidence to suggest otherwise. Your clerk-
typist. pro-tem personally heard him go into a volcanlc tirade over
corruption{emanating from Saigon) and can attest to Nam's integrity

as well as the resultant transformation of the 7th into an outstanding
anit.  Perhaps author of -Vann book brings thls up, but I doubt it,

and, thus- leaves readers with picture of 7th Div. forever arrested

ln its earlier period of sub-competence. Anyone read it yet?

Other books on advisors: SILi#:ECE WAS A WEAPON/Capt. Stuart Herringtons

' THE ADVISOR/Capt. John Cook; THE VILLAGE/Frances Westy ONCE A WAARIOR
KING/David Donovany WAR STORY/Capt. Jim Morris; THE ADVISORS/Curt Rich{F);
. !COASTS OF WAR/Scott Stone(F); STATION IN THE DELTA/John Cassidy(F);

IEE BASTER QFFENSIVE(G.H. Turley); GREEN BERETS AT WAR(Shelby Stanton);
PROVREP (Jan Vanderbie)s; THE BETRAYAL(about USMC CAPs)/Wm. Corson;

FIELD OF INKOCENCEAUSKC CAPs); Jack Estes. (F) denotes fiction,

.Listrié far from complete, but you might want to compare it with what
~is on shelves of local.high school/Jr. college library.

Logos/etc.: Next sitrep will have member-submitted suggestions for

. logos, xeroxed as best can be done from originals. Also need to

come up with charter member certificate deslgn, as well as design

foy certificate of those coming along afterwards. Should be a nice
place of 'archival art' that stands out on the wall. Submittals

are requested, welcome. Standard 8% x 11 plcture frame size probably
cheapest and most convenlent, but larger one, mebbe 11 x 14 would

be '‘nice. Should include a little color(yeah, there goes cost again),
and be usable for post-charter members once charter member designation
ls taken off tlie master, without leaving too much of a blank space.

- Some brief, to-the-point verbiage on purpose, intent, outlook of
meyberskip.

- AMERASIANS: Bruce Burns, USAF VN Vet and presently an attorney, is
~running the Amerasian Registry which attempts to link up children
with -thelr American fathers(those who wish to do so). He's been
- -back, to VN several times to expedite paperwork for Amerasian emigration
;and says people enjoy seeing Americans. Another western source plugged
into things VN says that European :Caucasians living in VN, working
on aid projegts and the like, have'written ‘'Khong Phai Lien Xo“ on
t-shirts, meaning 'TI am not a Russian'. US has no monopoly on rude .
tourists/visltors. Back to Bruce/Lis Registry: keep address on file,
but be advised he's running a very slim operation and cannot answer
or respond to any/all mail unless it directly concerns an-'active
case'. Donation or two would not hurt things. Address:
95 S. Market St., Suite 3005 San Jose, California 95113,




South vietham's war
vets fight for survival

O For many of them,
the only salvation is
to leave the country
By Susan Manuel 6 -4 "?8

Shar-Funtiahin

Howervo STl BuLL‘hu

O ClIl MINH CITY, Vietnam
— Cooling off In the ocean
at Vung Tau, Pho Trang
seemed happy enough as he
talked helicopters with former US,
heticopter pitot Dave Price.

As a freellance pholographer in
the resort town, Trang. a former
helicopter mechanle, had made the
transition from the wrong side of
the war to survival.

Probably because of the low level
of hls former job, he had spent only
a year and a half in a re-educatlon
camp following the war. Now, using
ironic bits of English to define his
status, he said laughing — “I'm off-
lImits.”

The former members of the South
Vietnamese Army (ARVN) are the
forgotten vels of Vietnam.

Abhandoned by the retreating
Americans and persona non grala in
thelr own country, the last of those
who served against the North Viet-
namese emerged from re-educatlon
camps during the past Tet (New
Year) to find their wives remarrled,
homes selzed and familles struggling
with the meoribund Vietnamese
cconomy. Once commanders of hun-
dreds, oftenm highly educated,
they're now banned from govern-
ment employment and benefils.

A former army colonel who llves
in 1fo Chl Minh Clty agreed to meel
10 describe his plight, which he sald
hundreds of thousands share. He
asked that his name not be used,
fearing any possible hindrance to
leaving Vietnam.

Small, aristocratic and older-
looking than 60, the colonel had
spent the past 14 years in north and
south Vietnamese camps dolng hard
labor.

“You should have scen me balore

the camps,” he said, “I weighed 25
pounds more.”
" His re-educatlon was particularly
long, he safd, because he had trained
as an Infantryman in Georgla in
1962. *That’s why they suspected
me."

.. None of the colonel’s nine chil-
‘dren, all 30 and under, can have
povernment jobs because of hls ar-
my connectlons. S!x were Impris-
oned after his arrest. Now they work
as pedlcab drivers, brick nasons,
and salesmen of scrounged items.

“My wife does everylhing — in-
cluding babysitting for communist
soldiers.”

Two of his children have escaped

logo submittals,
all had a happy,
Merry Christmas,

B0

on hoals 1o the Phillppines. iis wllc. II Q’,v ...\
who remained faithful, has applied @, =

for acceptance In the Unlled States, -
a move that many Vletnamese inter- =3
viewed claim bars them from jobs
and benefits. " 2,
“They think that people who are ALY B
preparing to po don'l need Lo work,” '~
the colone! sald.

Mo educallon went on al Lthe re-ed-
ucation camp: “*We were forbldden /A
to read newspapers. We had no g
speeches or leclures.”

“Many died in North Vietham
{camps) because of lack of food and
mediclne. Many were abused so se-
verely they died.”

Once a month his family brought a
letter and some food to arld to his
daily dlet of a bowl of rlce, salt and a
sweel potato.

! was very sad when 1 got out and
1 found the suffering of my family
was Lrue. We lived much better be-
fore 1975. 1 had a car. I had every-
thing. Now I have nothing.”

One thought sustained him: “We
always talked about how wec be-
lleved the Americans would save us.
That hope made the sltuailon bear-
able. Probably Amerlcan interfer-
cnce got us oul now."

lle spends his days reading and
waillng — again for the Americans,
hut with weaker expectalions.

“1 don’t belleve the government
wlll let me go, but 1 ean hopg.”

Doors are open for only a fractlon
of those who want to leave.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok has .
applications from 650,000 Vietnam- T
ese who may be ellgible L0 live In Lhe
United Stales because they worked
for Amerlcans or spent time In a
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_1t‘Tet Card from 3rd Airborne Bde.

Homan interest stor a Phoenix
Arizona VN Vets groﬂp lost

thelr meeting place and had
nowhere to gather: The local
Viet Namese Community Assn.
stepped in and said gs Vets
could use their storefront
office/meeting room anytime.

HI Story #2: The Viat Namese
Community in/around New Orleans

built & monument to American
and Allled forces who fought

re-educal.li;‘n camp, Elfnh:lllssy orf’l- and sacrificed in VN. It was
cials sa undreds of thousands
morr:: woyuld apply {f they felt they forma Lly dedicated 30 April [}

had a chance.

Between 1975 and March 31,
1,120,330 Vietnamese, Kampuchean
and Laotian relugees resctiled in
“free” countries. Of those, 609,187
escaped as hoat people; and 135,289
Vietnamese left under the Orderly
Departure Program set up in 1979,
accordlng Lo the Unlted Nations
High Commisslon on Refugees.
Since Jan. 1, more than 4,000 boat
people have arrived in Hong Kong,
up from 500 during the same perlod
last year,

People take to the sea because
petting exit visas from Hanol can
take ycars. Lisa Hong Nguyen, a
counselor at the Kallhi-Palama Im-
migrant Cenler came here In 1982
with her Amerasian daughter, In
1005, she recelved US. approval for
the emigratlon of her hushand,
Neuyen llue, a former South Viet- |
namese navy oflficer [lred from his
Job after she left, and their nine
children. But no exil. ‘wisas have \

1988 US and SVH Vet groups
made presentations, both
flags were flown,.and both
national anthems were nlayed.

Locator fille: feel free .to
send 1n any -names or other
info.to help locate former
counterparts. - This will be
coordinated w/VN. community
publications, in California

at first, then elsewhere,

Be as specific ‘as possible, w/
as much info as possible,

That's it for now. Frofuse and

come. sincere thanks to. all who have
rounded up new members, sent in
ani dprtaken other taSka or offered to do same: ‘Trust

healthy Thanksgiv1ng,

he and will enjoy a meaningful and

Chife. Mdhg Le uianc Sinh
Cuuc gap may m&n trong nam mdi S

B&ll Laurie, clerk~typist pro tem .
1462 W, niversit
Mesa, Ar LY ord S é%201 !
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Testimony of DEGA leaders & spokesmen.
SEODILS THS 1

Sre Sang Dim:

Post 1975 Condition of Minorities

"Our socilety met many changes. Day by day people became more poor
and miserable. The VC reversed the life of the people. We lost
customs habits and freedoms. We were pressed and oppressed by the VC,

"The purpose of our resistance activity was to protect our lives and
the lands of our ancestors. We hﬁd to stand up to fight them because
they were oppressing us. ..to keep culture,traditions and get our
freedom back,

" We sacrificed greatly because we didn't have sophisticated means
of resisting ,nor did we have any support. Noone knew to help us.™

Of the daily life as resistance fighters, we are a farming people

of the mountains. Resistance was difficult, We used guerilla tactics
because we knew the land. However, we lacked the kind of weapons

equal to the VC. Our losses were great. Over the years we were !
increasingly weakened because we lacked provisions. . We could not
continue to fight, We used every means possible to relsit but coundn't

hold out long. We suffered heavy losses. There was mno other Vietnamese
help."

"The VC used infantry on a large scale against us. Their strategy
was to strangle by military force,to use pressure to destroy our
economy. They would surround us, shell us, cut people off, isolate
them and destroy them. The VC used many tacties.."

- "
Family conditions grew worse every day. They were forced to the NEZs
and put in jail. The VC separated individual families and placed them
in NEZs far away to divide and punish them. One regult was starvation."”

The average resistance fighterllacked clothes, medicine and bullets.
There were no outside contacts from VietNam. We lived off the jungle.
"We lived empty handed. .off jungle roots."

"There was noone from the former Republic of VN to help us. Once in
a while we met a few small groups of Vietnamese, but we didan"t join
each other. The Vietnamese couldn't survive the way the highlanders
did." '

Regarding the greatest changes to our people--was in agriculture.
Most people had to go to NEZs. It was just jungle land. We were
very controlled and miserable. Another change was the lack of
Medicine and medical care. After 1975 there was no medicine. I had
two nephews, both 18 who died of sickness inan NEZ. The final
greatest changewas in Housing. The VC only allowed us to build
houses by leaves and branches."

%
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Sre Sang Dim Testimony Cont'd.

Why did you have to leave VN? .

We were freedom fighters. We had to try to get help from the USA."
From 1975 we were isolated. There was ngbone to help. There was a
constant attrition of our people. In October, 1980 we crossed Cambodia
by foot.

"While crossing Cambodia we met some Khmer. We never met Americans or
Freeworld people. We were still afraid of Khmer. They knew we were
using theilr road. We had left in a secretive manner. The first group
included 35 people. Casualties occured by sickness and hunger. Inside
Cambodia few people were killed by the VC because we were in jungle,.
We could detect the VC first and kill then.

"Everyone who left and escaped were men with no wives with them.

Those who married d4id in the camp. While crssing we followed Khmer

refugees towards the Thai border. There were about 3,000 Khmer refugees.

The walk to Thailand lasted 1% months. We looked for food while on

the way.

We were always weak and lived off leaves. We had to build small boats ,

Lo cross rivers. At the Thai camp there were VN and KHmer refugees,

We were seen as strangers and different from the others. We fel¥ uneasy.

When we met the USA representatives in the CAmp, we rejoiced because

we felt we had a chance to live again." We acdepted the sacrifices
Mlecessary in order to reach the USA and Free World."

"one of the high officers in our group was evil as -he had killed
some of his own men previously. We detest him and could have killed
him during the crossing of Cambodia, but we did not because we

have a conscience."

(Note: name of Thai border camp was Dong Rek )

The DEGA survivors were held at the above camp nearly 5 years before
release and approval to emigrate to the USA.

Rmah Dock Testimony,PRPC, Bataan, Phillipines:
What are your hopes for your people in their forthcoming life in the USA?

"After we study and get the opportunity to cross to the USA we hope
there will be the chance to get training and jobs so we can become a
useful and productive people in the future. We need chances to study
more to make progress. Of our families in VNam. we will raise to the
USA a plea to help our families so that they may someday come to the .
USA., At the same time we want the American government to pay attention
that we as a people are increasingly miserable living under a communist
regime. . And surely if this process continues with no change, our
people will become exterminated by the communist government.

Those are my final thoughts."

"If the minorities had a road, they would all leave the highlands."




