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May all members and their families enjoy
a healthy and prosperous New Year.
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The SITREP 1s the quarterly publlcatlion of COUNTERPARTS/TUONG HITY EONG Nﬁﬂﬁ,
an assoclation of those serving 1ln any counterpart role, as part of thelr
assignad duties, doring the Indcchina Wars of 195%4-1975, or beyond. Full
membership avallable to anyone serving ln this capacity, in a wilitary or
elvilian role, in what was perceived as an effort to halt militarist expansion
in SE Asia. Associate membershlps also available. Membership Ilngquiries and
correspondence: Ben Myers; P.0. Box 6019; Lake Worth, Florida; 33466-6019.

COMMANDER'S CORNER/L'I THAM TU LENH

Chde Ming N&m MJi/Happy New Year to all. We're
off to a good start, with an able and expanded
staff, as well as early planning for our re-
anion, 3-% July, in Santa Ana, for which more
details are included herein.,

Envelopes for duss are included in thls issuas.
Please stay current, and advise Ben of any
address and/or area code changes. We now have
cheaper non-profit postage, which doas not have forwarding or
return mail privileges of first class. Again: stay current with
address and/or area code changes. Let Ben know immediately.
Many thanks to those already mailing in 1996 dues, and to those
keeplnz us current with new addresses.

Our new staff is comlng together well, and all have sent in job
decriptions and status reports, along with plans and ideas for the
future, Be more active! Vote, and make your opinions known.

Finally, after staff discussion, it has been decided to make
Col. Noboru Masuoka an Honorary Member. He has, at his own time
and expense, secured the release of two former 6ounterp§pts from
Viet Nam(Trung Ta/Maj.-Bui..Quyen agd Thisu Td/Maj. N%uyén Quy An),
in addition to arranging Nguyén Chl Thién's release from house
arrest and travel to US for badly needed medical care. Col.
Masuoka's dedication is inspirational, and deserving of Honerary
Member status.

Ed Abraham

Commander/TL
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It's appropriate 1o kick off this 1ssue with yet another thank you to
Member Bii Quang Lam(TH 52, BH9)/52nd Rgr Bn), who once again abgorbed
our printing and half-tone photo expensas at his print shop. Cdm én

van bfi to Lam for his most ap:ureciated contributions.,
-0-

M8 nh@p ngi/Wew Recruits.....

Maj. Gary E. Shumaker, U3A Ret William A. Nickles

1st MI Bn, Det C, 6/68-6/69 G-2, SD 25; Tm 51 6/67-6/68
10020 Chestnat Wood Lane 583 Amity Ridge Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015 Amity, Pennsylvania 15311
Denald Howe *Paul E.('Ed) Cate

Coastal Grp 35, '68-'69 STZ 24, Adv Tm 21

11706 Bromptoen Ct. 11601 Monticelle Dr.
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408 Knexville, Tennessee 37322
Daniel W, Junevicus Edward J. i'hovmpsg,u ,

FACy SP 9, Adv Tm 27 '63 2nd Cav/A Ce Thif€t Giap, '69
10510 Livingston Dr. 2523 B. Armour Ave.

Northglenn, Colorado 80234 Saint Fraacis, Wisconsin 53235
*Robert W. Sterling *Harry C. Stewart

Naval Tm-143- TH 35, :36/35th, 36th Rgr '67-'68
Y6 Fairway Dr. 87 ‘lestside Dr.

31uffton, S$.C. 29910 rhenix City, Alabama 36869

*_[ife Membar
Walcome to the team house rentlemen, once again.
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CPng vin dén/The Letter bex...

'Thank you for your great work, and foer listing me as a new rsurult,
though could you please correct my date of service froem 164-165 to
'63-764, Thanks.'

Bob Hanafin, 18th AVN Co.

-Thx for the correction Bob. Done deal,

'T continue to snjoy receiving my SITHE: and ollewin: ativites ol our
mambers. Though I've yet to be reunited with my team membars, I get
vicarious plsasure in storles of successful connections after sc many

years. 1'm now acting in the TV show 'Spsce: Above ani Beyond',
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playlng the role of Commodere Ross, a naval officer in th :
£ J : e year 2063.
Aftef my VN tour as a lst Lt., it énly took 26 years to getymv fir2%
star! The show is about the nature of war, and its consequances, and
simply havpens to be set in the future. I'm grateful for the chénce
to sha{e what I've learned with the producers, whe are censcientieus
iggut ieitinf iE gight'& I hope you'll watch it, and enjoy it, and
ol pcal stations knew your thoughts. We do t j
honest portrayal of our fighting men agi woman? ° try to depict an
‘Enclesed 1s a check for Life Membership. Thanks for creati
g?lig?;nlng an organization that acknowledges a rescnant perioggi:nd

-Tucker Smallwood

-Thanks fer upgrading your membership Tucker, for the nice letter
and ceggratulations on your success with 'Space: Above and Beyond%,
in additlion to your work in Film('Black Sheep', 'Bie-Dome’'). Yes

it definitely was a resonant i : i
A erinar e%pGCtationg. period in all all lives; §lad we're 11v1ng

(Note: 'Space: Above and Beyond' on Internet: Space-feedback@fexaetwork.
com. Members invited to view 'Space', and send in comments to lecal
stations on Fox Network; it breadcasts en Sunday, 1800 hours(Mountain
Time), Tucker's been a busy man thls year, with entry at Sundance

Film Festival, and CD-ROM en 'History of Black Music'y all after a

leng haul paylng his dues.)

'on behalf of the Lost ArmyCommandes we thank yeu fer your ongeling
sunpert for thelr cause.

Wa're still trying to get more information en Col. Ho, and will keep
you posted on any new developments. Your efferts are always greatly
appreciated by the cemmandos, who, as you're aware, are in their final
battle for rscognition., Keep in touch.

-~John C. Mattes

(Mr. Mattes is the attorney working en behalf of VN comman:ies, serving
ander US govt. empley, who were abandoned once ln NVN(no effort made
te include them in prisoner release in 1973), and now seek backpay fer
their years in prisem. More on this on following paczes.).

“'We're back in sunny Califernia, and planning a visit to our Bahnar
family, orobably this April. Hope to see everyone at the reuanien this
{ear; so much has happaned simce eur first reunion, in San Jose, back
B 1989, Naw address: 18 Argento Dr.; Mission Viejo, Califerniaj
g92692.
-Mike Little

-Have a good trip to the Highlands Mike, and thx for staying current
w/new address.

'T diagree with the commentis of Linda Bowles quoted in last SITREP;
these whe sapport nerpalization with Hanol need net be constrged a8
betraying fallen comraies, oI the people of SE Asia. My opinien is
shared by other VN Vets who, like me, have returqed te YN aftgr 1975,
and been invelved with helping VN people. Principled epposxtlen to
normalizatien should be respacted, as should equally principled support,
which was evidenced by a number of prominent VN Veterans to include
Yenators and Cengressmen, a former POW, and Medal of Honor winnedrs

Tt is understandable that some will met or cannot asseclate with
o former adversary, or that some day reconciliation can lead to
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(Letters, cent.)

tribute tov all the fallen, It isn't valid to insinuate that these inm
faver ef normalization are betraying anyons, and have anything but
honorable intentiens as well as a continulng concern for the people
of Vi%t Nam and 3E Asia. Normalization is not necessarily the 'ulimate
insult' to fallen herees, and those supporting this declsion should
not be subjected to blanket cendemnatior from these whe will not
acknowledge, or who do not understand, the rationale behind such
support.

-Mike Fetersen

-There's mo deubt that normalizatien with Hﬁnai? especially considering
absence of any significant Human Rights Concessiens, angered many.
There's alse little deubt that many favored the move not only as a
pragmatic decision, but also best for the people of VN and SE Asila.

As usual, thls asseciatien simply raquasts that all members adhere

to the dictates of their conscizace, amd become well enough tnformed

to present an arguable case. for whataver positlon they advecata.

Mike's pesition prebably ruams counter to these held by many individual
wmembars, yet he has the right to be heard, apd to have hls thoughts
considered in a ratienal, considerate manner.

0=

Left: Member Harry 3tewart and friends, Ham Ta8n, Christmas '67. Right:

Cept./Pai Uy Tomg, 0 TP 35 BBQ(35th Rgr Bn) and Capt. Reitz, SA,
35th Rgr Bn. Courtesy of Harry Stewart.

O

'The prcblem wlth the human race is that it has very low admissien
standards.'

' _ ~Anen
'Wothing is so firmly believed ss - what we least know.'
-lontaigne
‘In erder te become the master, the politician poses a2s the servant.'!

-de Gaulle
'If the werld were a leogical place, men would ride side-saddle.!

-Rita Mae Brown




wbom
- IHAILAND..typically everlooked in examinations of HinBi's
.1 war in Sk Asia, Thailand had a smeldering insurgency, en
p ¥Ou" several fronts, during the war(and after), and many US advisers
R U e, sServed there. Nertheastern Thailanad is dry and impeverished
AR .- @Bd experienced the incendiary infancy of 'peopla's revolutien’
. during the war years. The 'Veice of the PGOpEe of Thailgnd?
breadeasting from southern China,.gpewing forth the same ’
rhetoric comlng over Hanfi's airwaves inte RVN. A large
populatien of Viet Namaese, supportive of Hin®i, lived in
and around NKP, while the PRC(then Red Chima) was building
their Chiga Read, for unclear reasens, into nerth Laos.
Small scale armed hestilities broke out in the latter 1960s
&8s 1ndigenous Thal insurgents formed small units, entering ’
= the serious phase of phase I revolutienary warfdrey while
some Thai-based Hmong, ironically enough, heeded communist calls in
. the tri-border area of Thailand, Laes and Burma. US author Louis Lomax
penned a book, THAILAND: ANOTHER VIET NAM?, in the early 1970s.

Fortunately, the worst mever came to be, yet US and other guest-corantry
advisers saerved with the Thal Special Ferces, as well as the highly
regarded BPP<the Border Patrol Police, in reality a mobile constabulatory
whose mission was to secure Thai berders and respond
to ipsurgent threats, In addition, the Thai gevt.,
responding to a percelved growing threat, formed
CS0C, or Communist Suppression Operations Cemmand,
which was in turn led by Gen. Saiyud Kherdpol, a
man respected for his intellgence, competence,

and henesty. Though things looked ominoas.for-a
decade or more, Thal insurgents never broke bhe-
yond phase I guerrilla war, and failed to galn
tactical momentum or significant area control.

As recently as the late 1980s, Thai 'VC' were
responding to a 'Chifu HBi' program, and coming
in from the woeds. At right.is photo of an-
other counterpart of sorts, Thal Speclal Forces
Sgt. Chal Charn Harnavee, who was captured by
Pathet Lao forces, along with Ernest Brace, in
1965, and spent years in Han{i prisons with Brace iy
and other US personnel. Harnavee recelved sev- T A e L
eral decoratlons from the USAF for his aid to fellow priseners, and
is the only foreign national soldier to have his portrait in the USAF
HQ, Pantagon. Some of our members served tours wlth the Thal SF and
*BFP, Your experiences and recollections most welcome, and sollicted
for these pages. For more on Brece and Harnavee, read A CODE TO KEﬁP,
by Ernest Brace(St. Martin's Press, 1988). *--also T3ATD, "ST4, etc.

O
THONA Literaturs

MOBILE GUERRILLA FORCE, by James C. Donahue(Naval Institute Press).
Donahue, author ef NO GREATER LOVE, an excellent factual boek receunting
other experiences with the MGF, has written another good account,
describlng the first month-leng operation into War Zone D, ?n area .
reviously unpenetrated by significant allied elements. It's a goo
Eiece of iorkf not only serving as a tactical Primer_for gfforts, but
also underscoring the traost, confldence and friendship whicn developed
petwean US advisors and the etinic-Cambedian Strikers. MGF also stands
on its head the assertien that NVA units were ever-elusive and could
never be surprised, and clearly illustrates that US-SE Asian ceunter-

arts could, and did, get along just fine. Valuable aiditien te your
gibrary shelf. No price info available at present. Check w/lecal
beookstere pr call Naval Institute Prass: 1-800233-8764
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Vin Chuénz Tdéng HFa: (cont.)

CODENAME MULE, Fighting the Secret War in Laos for the CIA. By James E. Parker, Jr. Pub:
Naval Iustitute Press, Annapolis, MD 1995. ISBN 1-55750-668-X. Amnother in the Naval Institute’s
Special Warfare Sertes, and the second excelient book this year on the CIA’s war in Laos. Unlike the
comprehensive Shadow War, this book is the author’s recounting of his recruitment, training and
sub.sequent tour of duty with the CIA in Laos, one of the paramilitary officers managing the war
agawnst the Pathet Lao. Readers will appreciate this account, especially those with any knowledge of

the ci:r,:umstances,_as the author writes as though sitting at the bar recounting his stories. His accounts
are quite accurate and factual without being blown out of belief after the war,

interested in what it was really like to serve as an Agency PM officer will find
inte:resting,

Those who are

\ _ this volume most
and all will find it 2 very enjoyable and accurate presentation. Recommended.

As reviewed in 'Chute and Dagger'(Parachutist and SF Insignia Collecter

Assn.}, sent in by Paul Brubaker. Check w/local book store; call Naval
Inst. at number cited above,

oR'S RANGER'S DIARY, by Life Member Harry Stewart, is a 7%+ pp.

W% "My, | anecdotal narrative of his time with 35th and 36th Rer bns.,
HORR - HEMI to include T® 35 battles in Saigon during the Tet Offensive.
41 pp. of text, 30 of b/w photos(see p.5 this SITREP).
Harry and his fellow C® V&ns had great raespect for their
B®Q comrades, ate VN food all the time, to include python
and lizards(jungle procurement), and cites inferier wpas
provided BPQ before Tet '68, zall of WW IT vintage. Uslag

- time-benored cumshaw logistics, ciptured AKs were traded
te US units fer M-60s, lllustrating procurment techniques
vastly superior te those designed by McNamara. $10.00,

= money orders only: J. Stewart(rpt: J(uliet) Stewart;
87 Westside Dr.; Phenix City, Alabama; 36869,

General Interest: HUNGER OF THE HZART, pheto essay by Larry Powell.
Compilatien of 'Wall' photos, of the pecple, gifts left behind, setc.,
recelving high praise from other phete-journalists and Prof. George
Herring, VN scholar. Powell reportedly served as a C® V&n in VN.
Publisher brochare dees not indicate number of pages, whaether phetos are
b/w, coler, or both. Copy not seen. Member comment welcome. From:
Idawcst Publishing; YWok2 Chavenelle Dr.; Dubuque, Iowa; 52002-2650
(phene orders: 1-500-557-986?). $18.95, plus $3.60 p/h.

PERIODICALS..... Feb '96 issue of VN has article
L about Fred Zabitoesky, and the

: ! actions, in Laos; fer which he

YPATROL. . Iard was awarded the CMH. On a cland-

AT ACTION, . : estine Spike Teaw mission during

w7 gL Bl Tet atks, Zabitosky's 12 man team

PPN (2 US, 9 Nungs) was inserted into

RSN SR  Lacs out of FOB 2/Kontum, to

v XM ascertain prospects for second wavs
R of NVA atks. 3tumbling on an NVA

camp east of Attopeu, the team was

compr®mised and began a running

_ battle for their lives. 1In sub-

Efreeringe - . . sequent series of engagements, and

Helana hera ) a helicopter crash, Zabitosky

broke hls back and several ribs yet persevered and got surviving team

members out. At his CMH award ceremony, Zabitosky saii 'I wear the

medal, but 1t was earned by Doug Glover(KXIA on the mission), my indigenous

team members and all 3F enlisted men who served on special rrojects.’',

e

Ve regret to report that Fred Zabitosky va :sed away 9 Jan of this year.
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SFERIODICALS(cont.) Jan 96 issue of '3mithsonian', written by ol' Mr.

. RS- i1 'Mr.-Cut-and-raste'! himself, 5. Karnow, article on
econ/political sitwztion, describes not-so-rcsy
dilemmas which czuld well V!"'s economic progress.
Corruption, excesslve buare.ucr-cy, absence of modern
infrustructure, all cloud the norizon, ag idoes inertia
on part of communist cadre who now take delight in
adonting benefits of capnltalism, insofar as it makes
them rich., Karnow, in yet another monumental over-
sigi.t, fails to mention that the primery impetus for
Hanoi's 'Market-ueninism' reforms was cessation of
Soviet funding, rather than simply a desire to 'be
nice'. Brief discussion devoted to iluman .ights
viclations; no mention made of environmental devast-
ation wrought by avaricious cadre. Photos are
decent, including one of thres school girls walking
along in their mesmerizing o dals. Article does
touch upon artificial world of visiting business folks, who live in
groovy condos, and can joln prestigious golf clubs for a mere %25,000.00,
while communist cadre get free membership. P e

Spring '99 issue of 'National Amvet' has
Marc Yablonka articla.!Unsing Heroes', des-
scribing contributions of scout dogs, and
their handlers, in VN. Of the estimated
2,700 to 3,600 Gsrman Shepherds, “abradors,
and bloodhounds serving in VN, less than 500
returned to the US, Disease, as much as com-
bat, took a heavy toll. Many dog handlers
went to extraordinary lengths to take theilr
dogs home with them, and today many belong
to the 900-member VN Dog Eandler Assn.

Fhoto at right: QLVNCH Dog training s%hogl

at Thanh Tuy Ha., SFC Jesse Mendez, CO Van,

kneels behind dog handler(w/bush hat). SFC

Mendez served three years as a C8 Vin; effort SR S

underway to contact him. iy ﬂﬂl / h#

OUT OF PRINT... IN THEIR DEFENSE, US Soldiers in the Vigt Nam War, by

Dr. Pham Kim vinh, is not characterized by sublety,

as author forthrightly declares that US soldiers and

1S SOLDIERS IN | C% V&ns were, in the main, good people doing a goed Jjob

- [ HE VIETRAR (AT for a good reason, and should be lauded for helping his
M £ country. Dr. Vinh's well researched and docamented

256 pp. work runs headlong into the news media, stating

journalists wsre worth many divisions to Hanoi, and

skillfully argues his case. No major puplisher would

touch thlis book, and it fell to Member Bui oubng IAm

who undertook its pablishing. 'Lost' member Jerry

Dellwo(keep-alddresses~current reminder!) is pictured

on the cover. Several copies of this title, donated

by Bui Quing L4m, will be raffled off at our reunion,

-0-

FYI: Roman coins ware found at Oc Ee, once a seapori on the Gulf of
Thailand, and now several miles inland from Rach Gia, landlocked by
centuries of siltation. Only viable theory 1is that coins were brought

by sea-going traders.
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Out of print(cont.) STATION IN THE D3LTA, by John Cassiday, Ballantine
Books, 1979,  Well-crafted novel of CIA agent's very
personal war in the Mekong Nelta. Book carrles no bio-
data on author, but readsr, and especlally these familiar
with My The, soon concludes knows well of what he writes,
Double agents, looming sense of ilmpending cataclysm(in
form of then-unnamed T2t Offensive), intrigues, ete., all
woven into very realistic plot, believable characters,
and an all too uncommon understanding of VN peopnlsa,
Definitely a hard-to-put-down effort, and one that does not
let reader off the hook lightly. Cover art notwithstanding
thee is virtually nothing about US troops or units, and
focus 1s entirely uven wain character and his VN colleagues
In essence, a tactfully assembled 'message! book: We
were the good guys, the other side was g mass of fanatical
zealets(as expresssd by high-ranking VC defector), and
we were sold down the river by higherup buffoons and
their policies. Author gives avery indication ef writing
from the heart, and includes segment in which an imp-
ertinent 'Jourmalist' gets his comeuspance, Search used book stores for
this one. 0ddly snough, bock receivad rave reviews, 'message' notwith-
sténding.

: STRANGE WAR, STRANGE STRATEGY, by Gen. Lewls W. Walt,
S A USMC, Award Books, 1970. Walt, commander of- USMC forcas

e e e in VN, arrived in 1965 and discovered two thinks: the
Mhﬂ'?w* ith a rl {: . ? = N
o b e oty situation was on the brink of doom, and neither he nor

—Hrrew Vi Irireslmrsien iy
LYRIX®Y BAINES [OIINSON

most Americans undarstood anything. Walt recegnirzed his
ignorance and decided to educate himself, adapting U3MC
in the process. This objective and even-kKeelad book
8xplains Walt's learning process, and his ewn irrevecablas
conclusion that we were doing the right thing, though

L sometlmes in the wrong way, ani that most in the US werae
sW. Wall abysmally misinformed over the entire matter, Citing
wwiies | Countless examples and historical references, Walt builds

e @l articulate and compelling argument, paying tribuate to

St e 1 v | US and RVN troops for their service and perfermance, and
citing numerous specific examples to validate his assert-
ions. STHRANGE WAR is good, objective history, and clearly

1llustrates how Hanﬁi's propaganda 'flanking' movement debilitated US will,

One chilling example of VC terrorism cited: Village chief, epposed to VC,

whose head was wrapped in a gas-soaked RVN flag, then set afire. Nalt

did not foresee aventual abandonment of AVN and, at time of book's writ-

firmly believed we were en route to saving 3E Asia from Hanoi's legions.

~0-
Left: Insignia XNVN Survival
school (RVN AF). Right: Pocket
hanger for US C8 V&ns to RF/PF/
PPQ/NQ. With permission of
Clement Kelly's Vi?t Nam Insig-
nia Collector Newsletter, a
Fine bi-monthly, $15.00/year,
rayable to Clem, not VNICN,
501 W. 5th Ave.y Cevington,
Leulsiana; 70433. Thx again
to Clem for permission to use
his material,

0=
'"The wrong way alwavs seems more reasonable.’
-George Moore, Irish aather
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LOST COMMANDOS UPDATE: US Govt.
has still not 'fessed up and
agread, in court, that these
men did serve under US Govt, .
empley, did spend decades in
prispn after their capture,
were reported KIA leaving

their families unpald, and were
completely ignored in 1973 POW
release. Attorney John Mattes
carries on with his fight te
recognizae these people, to have
then receive their back pay, .
and teo expedlte emigration for
those still in VN. Present
task i1s to find anyone whe
trained these people at Saigen

“

and Long Thanh in the early 19

é0s, and to

¢ Ram S .-

_JL_.__,iJ By
Back From Llhe Dead

* Agroup of ex-cotmmantlos, wrilten off as deaul by
the ULS. mmilitary, ghers regularly ar ehe home of
I4a Van Sqn,ccnl:r {ront, 1o 1alk about their ordeal.

e
[

locate an indivi known

dual

only as 'Cel. Ho', whe can personally verify these people and thelr

US~funded expleits in NVN.
Mattes with any and all info which may be

members to search thelr memories and ask around.

COUNTERPARTS/THONA has been providing Mr.

of value, and once again asks

§se teams weras cut

h

of f from all aerial supply after the 1968 bomblng halt, laft to thalr

fates. The Housten Press, in 4-10 Jan 86

) " issue, carried article eon
Nguyén Minh Chau, a former commande who did make it to Us.

Chau said

that even if not recruited by US, he would have fought the communists.
sheuld Matbes sacceed: a munificent $50,000.00, fer his
281 former commandos ara in US; abeut 100

any info
5 374=5590;
We hops

His back pay,
19(rpt: 19) years in prison.

remain in VN, awalting emmigration paperwork.
pelavant to this cese should immedlately call John Mattes

FAXs 305 358=8565).
to have some Commandes at ouar San83 Ana r

0w

Case is expected to go to trial saocs.
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DISPOSABLE ALLIES/BOAT PEOPLE Crumch is en. S-908 was passed in Dec.,
and would have paved the way fer therough re-screenlng, but may already
have been vetoed, as is expected, by Clinton. Worse, HR 1564, which
alse was favorable to the Boat People, must go through the House again,
and its opnonents are planning to win this time. All the while, 20,000
ﬁegusaes langaish in Heng Keng, 5,100 in Thailand, 4,800 in Indanesla,
*$08°1A Malaysia, and 2,600 in the Philippines. 5,600 refugees accepted
voluntary repatriatien from Hong Keng in 1994; 1,600 did se in 1995.
Vielence broke out in Malaysia's Sungei Besi Camp when refugees resisted
a poliee inspection perceived as prelumds to forced repatriation. 17
refugecs were injured, 6 were wounded by gunshots, and ens died. Sub-
sgquent behwior of Mayasian Police involved beatings, sexnal harassment
©l female refugees, and theft of rafugee money and valuables. Nice guys.
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DISI'OSABLE ALUIES(Cont.--regretably)... UN officials state that the
process 1s fair and valid, and that actual nolitical refugees can be
permitted to leave for other countries. They're antirely correct. For
2 mere $2,000.00 US, or more, anyone can be & political rzfuges, 'Womag
can easily quallfy as a refugee, following an ‘interview' in the back
room. UN screeners are not Ph, D.s in history, seociolegy, er any other
subject, but ars 'comtract hires' off the strast, who neo Jeubt are paid
2 paltry suwm, and whe po doubt seek to augment thelr earninps. This is
documented fact, Se...we may be back to square one, and may face a
reinforced wall of bureaucratic indifference when HR 1564 comes up again,
and when 3-908 is veteed, if it hasn't been already. Member Nick Reck,
working closely with Dr. Nguyen Dinh lhang's Boat People Rescue Committes,
has assembled a mailing package of 18 letters, with address labels,
that members can send out. All you provide is a signature, stamps, and
envelopes. Write Nick for the package(Nick Rock; 1916 Pika Placas,
Suite 12616; Seattle, Washington; 98101-1056(206 489-8200; FAX &
Message: 206 489-83163. If able, send alesg $10.00 for his postage

and printing expenses, along with gratitude for the job he and Dr.
Thang are doing., Also, wish Nick's wife = speedy recovery from her
knee surgery, necessitated by long term effects of VC mipe which blew
ap a clvillan bus. US doctors saved her leg then(You DID see this on
TV didn't you?), but tissue damage, and a fall, took its toll last
year, Our thanks and appreciation to Nick for the Job he 1s doing.
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Pheong cénhséb Trang/Séc TrEng countryside
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S¢ Nh& Lal/Recollection...From “ember Red Hinsch...'It was 1967, and
I was stationed at Mfc Hea's SF advisory team, not far from the 'Elephant"
‘Foot' area in the Plain of Reeds/D8ng Thap Mwdi. Our remote lecation
and periedic VC/NVA atks ruled out frequent USO shows, or visits by
big name entertainers, yet to our surprise we were informad Martha Raye
and her troup would be paying us a visit. I was assigned to be her
bodyguard. When she arrived, and after greeting our officers, I iantro-
duced myself and informed her of my Job. Col. Maggie replied 'Well,
Sergeantz why doen t we go have a drink and talk more about protecting
my body?'. This was the kind of humor we all toved. She was a very
sharp lady with great wit and huomer.

Later that evening the show began in our palacial team heuse. Col.
Maggie introduced her traup members, and thefun began....until a rude
interrution commenced in the form of a VC mertar atk, We quickly

escorted Maggie and her people to Punkers, waiting out the brisef
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inconvenience which only produced a few light casualties. True to form,
Col. Maggie Jumped in, cleaning and bandaging wounds, including mine,

a slash on the leg from collision with barb wire. I was both ambarassad
and thrilled,

Maggie left the next day, glving me & photo which I have to this day.
I saw her once again 1n VN, and then many years later at 'Cel. Maggie’s
All Services Airberne Drop In', held in 1991 in Marina, California.

I still reember walking through the door of the Marina Leglon Post,
seelng Maggie, and wondering if she would remember-me after all these
years. As I walted my turn in line, I noticed how frail she seemed in
her wheel chair, and felt a wave of sadness. Then it was my turn

to greet her. 1 showed her the pheto she had given so leng before,
told her my name, and asked if she remembered MOc Hoa, She took the
photo, looked at it, then cocked her hedd up and asked 'Still in the
bedyguard business Sergemnt?'. I couldn't believe she remembered me
after all those years, amidst all the people she met. That was Maggie-
her body was faillng but her mind and wit were as sharp as ever. ‘e
had our photo taken together, and it now hangs next to the one she gave
me almost three decades ago.

This is just one of the many, many Col. Maggie stories. She is
remembercd by many VN Vets as 'éol. Maggle, the Angel of the Boondocks'.
Given her service in VN, her being wounded, and for every soldier
who 'caught her act', coming away knowing yes, someone does really care,
I would like te recommend her name be listed with our other Members
in Memoriam.!

=-Rod Hinsch

-No disagreement to that Rod. Consider it done, and thanks for taking
the time to share your story.

Question: Did any others on Adv Tms regeivg visits from.USO'shows or
the like? 1In outlying areas such as Mge Hba? Let us know.
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Milestones in maakin personkind's rendezvous with his/her/its/their
destiny:

At Stanford University, there is no graduation requlirement in US
fijstory but Feminist Study courses are mandatory. 1In another
course, the 'Psychology ef Gender' students visited a pizza joint
to monitor'gender discrepancies in pizza consumption.' And....
in a course 'The History of Rights in the US', students examined

the 1960s, to the exclusion of the Censtitution and the Bill of
Rights.

And...'Turning 5C was the end of an era, an era in which a woman is
still a sexual, a reproductive commodity. Turning 60 is more
like 2 beginning. It used to take two years of wlld passion
before I became friends with a lover. Now, it's lmmediate,

A part of my brain 1ls free.
-Gloria Steinem
(2...her brain%....7?)

And... Time-Warner is distributing a video game called Primal Rage
in which prehistoric creatures battle to.the death by vomiting
and arinating on each other. Instruction book: '...humiliates
his opponent by preducing a stream of acid urine that melts
the flesh from his enemy's bones in thick, gray clouds.'.

Sometimes the Bronze Age doesn't seem to have been all that bad.




Summary of
HBROQLVNCH/ VN Rgr
Asssoclation Memorial
Dedication this past
November, in D,C.

Mergbers Nguy®an vin
Chinh, Harry Stewart,
Roy Lombardo, and
Bobby Jacksen were

in attendance, and

by all reports a
memerable time was
had by each and every
GNe.

Also present were
survivling family
membars of several of

aur Members ln Memoriam.

On the subject ef
BBQ/Rgrs, speclal
thanks to Nguy&n
Hang and the VN

Rgr Society of 3So.
California for their
welcome Christmas and
invitation to T&t
festivities. We hops
to sce you all at the
Santa Ana reuanien,

See phote next page.
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VIETNAMESE RANGER MEMORIAL DEDICATTION

1n 1960, to counter the threat presented by the Viet Cong,
the Republic of Vietnam organized Ranger (Biet Dong Quan) units
along the lines of the American Rangers of World War IT fame.
From that moment until the fall of Saigom in 1975, Vietnamese
Rangers repeatedly demonstrated their valor and discipline.
Operating independently, and often without air or artillery
support, Ranger exploits became legendary. Some of their better
known victories included the defense of Saigon during the 1568
Tet Offensive, the siege of Khe Sanh, fighting alongside the U.§.
Marines, and the 1973 Easter Offense. Immediately following unit
organization, and throughout the period of US involvement, more
than one thousand American advisors provided tactical expertise
and combat support. Called ¢3 van My, these advisors fought and
died alongside their Vietnamese Ranger counterparts in the swamps
and jungles of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. As a result of their
struggles in the defense of freedom, a firm bond of friendship
and mutual respect developed.

This friendship was re-established as more than 125 Rangers
and Advisors gathered in Washington, DC, for a three-day reunion,
10-12 November 1935. At the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial, a color
guard, made up of Vietnamese Ranger veterans from California and
Texas presented both national and unit colors. A memorial wreath
was laid in honor of the Ranger Advisors whose names are
enshrined on "the wall." That evening, the Rangers gathered for
a traditional Vietnamese dinner and an evening of fellowship and

‘reminiscences with old friends.

The high peint of the weekend toock place on a cold and windy
Sunday morning at Arlington National Cemetery, Rangers, family,
and friends gathered to dedicate a living monument, consisting of
an American magnolia tree and a polished bronze plate mounted in
a granite base, in memory of their fallen comrades. The Plagque
reads: "In memory of all Vietnamege Rangers and their American
Ranger Advisoxs 1960-1575., Their patriotism, valor, and fidelity
in the defense of freedom must never be forgotten. Biet Dong
Quan Sat! (Rangers lead the way!)"

The dedication ceremony included keynote presentations by General
Robert Kingston, Former Senior Advisor to Ranger forces; Colonel
Lewis L. Millett, Medal of Honor recipient and a member of the
initial Ranger advisory team; and General Do Ke Giai, the last
commander of Ranger Forces. General Giai, who spent more than 17
years in "Re-education" Camps following the fall of Saigon, was
greeted with a standing ovation. He spoke emotionally of the
stoic bravery of the Vietnamese Rangers. Prayers for the fallen
were led by Father Rochus Vu Dinh Hoat, of Assumption Parish,
Baltimore, MD, former Chief Chaplain of Ranger Forces.

Following the memorial dedication, participants attended
brunch at the Fort Myer Noncommissioned Officers Club. The Club
is located in Spates Hall, named in memory of Staff Sergeant
William L. Spates who was killed 25 October 1965 while serving as
advisor to the 23d Vietnamese Ranger Battalion.
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'The problem is more urgent than ever, fer all of us--broadcasters,

parents, public officiels and teachers.

We have abandoned our

children to a wasteland of vacuous, often violent and openly
consumerist TV programming that represents none of the values
we clalm to cherish, and that threatens our future.'
-Newton . Minow and Craig L. Lamay in their book CHILDREN
TELEVISION, AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT (11111 & wWang, 1Y95).




At right: Gen. Pe K% Giai,
former Commander of Ranger
Ferces, delivers dedication
speech for the Vi€t Namese
Ranger Advisor kemorial at
Arlington National Cemetery,
Washington, D.C. Seatad to ¢8
his rear are(L-R) Rangers
Rey Lombardo, Lewis L.
Millstt, and father rochus
Vu Pinh Hoat. A color
guard of Vigt Namese
Ranger veterans stand to
their rear.

Note: Color guard members

endured frigld temps
during entire ceremony.
Also, failed to ment-
ion Lew Millett's
attendance, as a member of both VN Rgr Assn., and COUNTERFARTS/THBNA.
Congratulations to VN Rgr Assn., and US Counterparts for putting together
a worthwhile gathering te dedicate a worthy Memorial. Thx to Jim Waters
©f Rgr Assn. for press release and phote.

~Qu
POW/MIA Little new to report. No new discoveries,
allegations, ete. Excavation teams still at work in VI,
Laos, and work at Koh lang Island continues. During
Mclamara's recent visit to VN, he was to have met w/Vo
Van Kiet, Hanfi's Prime Minister, to discuss whatever
people like that discuss. Kiet is repertedly to have
been present whenm Capt. Rocky Versace, SF, and’ Member in
Hemoriam, was executed iu his U-Minh Forest VC prison.
Versace, captured with the late Col. Nick Howe and ether
SF advisory team members from An Xuy&n(C3 Mau) was not
a coeonerative nrrisoner. Howe(later evecuted in the Philippines by
terrorists) described their capture and imprisonment in his book FIVE
YEARS TO FREEDOM, indicating Versace told his VC captors to 'Go to .Hell!

in Vi§t Namese, French and English, The Heat of Illinois POW/MIA Assn.
publishes a newsletter carrying an abundance of POW/MIA infe, reprinting
articles from a multitode of sources. They try to send out 5-6 issues

a year, for the modest fee of $6.00/year: F.0. Box 1193; Pekin, Illinoisy
61555(Landline/FAX;: 309 353-5564. Recent issue had 10% PDe

Anyone have current news on U3 rPOW/MIA museum? Censiruction ho%ld_be
near completion. Address: Andersonville }useum; Andersonv1lfe National
Historic Site; Andersonville, Georgla; 3171l. Maseum is to commemorats
all US POW/MIAs from all wars, ana is locited at site of infamous Con-
federate POW camp daring the Civil War.

O
DEGA/HIGHLANDS Wegative 3itrevn from dighlend Assistance Froject.
HAP Lialson Officer Mike Little should have interesting update unon
return from his planned Highlands trip in April, A while back, Member
Max Lund, trying to visit old friands in Pleiku, was tailed by CBng An/
Security rolice, and upon entering a village was immediately 'invited'
to leave by snooping CBng An. WNot just the village, but the Highlands
altogether. A driver took them back down QL 19 to Qui Nhén._ As
is often the case, Han®i cadre are extremely skittish about US types
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who seek out old Dega friends, and apparently havs nightmares about

F'ILRO, CIA, etc.

In any event, let's ithope Mike's trip goes well.

In a related matter, we received information from Beb_ Donozhue, former
3F, who worked with the Bru tribe and now runs sn assistance project

for these people.

The Bru are among the

Mon-Khmer language group,

as distinct from the Malayo-Polynesian groups which include the Jarai,

Rhade(Ede), Raglal, and others of the Central Highlands.

The Bru,

along with other Northern Highlanders, Katw, Pacoh, Jeh, Cua, Hre,ectc.,
kave smaller populations, and did not live near key, and well-publicized,

terrain of Pleiku and Kontum, hence they are less well known.

None=-

theless, as testified by Bob's dedication, they served with courage
and are now subjacted to the very same 'mission civilatrice' policiss

of Hénﬁi's unenlightened lsaders.

SAVE THE "BRU"
MONTAGNARD

This material sent to Mike Little and Kok Ksor as well as Assn.
to sae what can be done.

HISTORY

From 1962-1973 hundreds of Bru tribesmen

worked for Special Forces along the Laotian border. Many
of these men died or were wounded right alongside their
American friends.

In 1975, many people fied their country of South
Viemam. For the most part, it was the high-ranking,
well-educated, and the sophisticated who fled. Most of
them and their families now enjoy a comfortable American
life style, and did not have to pay the price of living under
the central government.

The Bru tribe, our "little people", the guys who
worked and risked death with us, are the "stay behinds",
They did suffer and still do.

" For 20 years we wondered "where were the
Bru?". Qur first excursion in 1992 was fraught with travel
restrictions, restricted areas, and deplorabie lines of
communications. In 1994 and 95 we retumed three more
times. The stupendous journeys and jubilant reunions were
mired with malnutrition, disease, and a continuous
struggle to live,

Bob's infe sheet speaks for itselfs

These brave fighters, and their families, are now
trying to survive under the central government which does
little to support them. The Bru are engaged in a battle of
fighting off malnutrition, disease, and trying to cope with
the ever encroaching Vietnamese population.

Friends of the Bru tribesmen, with their
generous donations are able to supply vitamins, clothing,
water wells, medical, and educational support to several of
their villages. YOU CAN HELP!

TRIP #5 Leaves on 10 April "96
100% OF ALL DONATIONS GO TO THE BRU

send your donation to:

BOB DONOGHUE
100 WESTBANKS COURT
SPRINGFIELD, MA
01118-1867

SOA 680-G, SFAD-4343
efficers

Strength 1n numbers and all that. It is alseo
important to let HinBi's people knoy that someene is watching.

Membar

Mike Peterson recently attended an Oregon conference at which Han®i

fonctienaries attempted to discuss conditions 1ln VN.

Mike asked direct

questions about the Dega, political prisoners/Human fiights violatiens,

Hmong, stc.

As Mike says

'I was glven some nice 1little fluff for an

answer, but at least the guy knhew there was someone in America aware

of what was going on.‘'.

Rest assured thess Hanol spokesmen wlll report

this to their superiors, who are always eager to gauge US opinion.

0=

MEMBERS IN MEMORI AM

We typlcally begin this sectlon by listing those who were KIA, but will
alter format 1n homor of Stu Beckley, who passed away last Ngvember.

Stu served multiple tours as an advisor, in VN, Laos and lhailand.
gdid this by choice, and to the detriment of his career traj)ectory.

Ha

Stu was among the founding core of COUNTERPARTS/TONG HITU #ONG NaM A,
and, as a taestimonial to host-country Counterparts began writing a book

to commemorate their media-ignored valor and service.
finished, Stu's wife, Pannee, and famil
We at COUNTERPARTS/TUONG HT

effort.

Though not yet

are working to complete this
BON:G

NAM A& express our most

sincere condolensss4-along with the promise to help in any way we

Call.
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Those who had the great fortune to meet or talk with Sta remember him
as a man of great intellect, character, &nd wry wit, with the latter
quality enapllng him to sardonically expound upon the options available
to one receiving incoming mortar rounds in the midst of a rice paddy.

Stu succumbed to the ravages of prostrate cancer, six months after his
doctors sald the end weuld ceme. He was driven to complete his book and
theugh in debilitating pain, would not give in. DNote to the rest of us:’
in the wo;ds of Nerman Schwarzkoph: get down, once a year, to your
proctologist. We needed Stu. Ws need you. De not ETS prematursly.

This being said, we are saddened to add another name to our roster of
non-combat Members in Memoriam, and a founding member of our assn.

3TUANT A. BECKLEY
Mambers KIA :

?fCV Advisory Team 98, with thanks to Warren Barshes for sending 1in
sts-

Capt. Frank Wallenbeck
1Lt Leonard 0. Caamano
SP5 William F, Larson
33GT Jama@s Cooney

From Det. 303, Moblle Guerrilla Force:

8gt. Sanh
RTO Ly
SFC Lowell T. Glossup

(All cited in Jim Donohue's MOBIL% SNERRILLA FORCE)
17SA SF
SSGT Melvin G. Dye

SFC Douglas J. Glover
Nung Ve Danh

SP4 James Regars
SFC Solomon H. Bryant
SGT Gary M. 3Smith

Medic Luc
Mediec Kim

SSGT Robert 8. Griffith
Nung Vo Danh(Name not known)
Nung Ve Danh

All above on Spike Team with Fred Zabitosky, clted on previous pagss.

USA SF

SFC Dallas R. Pridemors
SFC Charles F. Bookout

Post-Combat

33GT Stephen J. Gelst

Pai t&4/Col. Nguyen Be
SGTMAJ Fred E. D®vis Sr.
LTC William J. Sweet
Billy M. Smith

MSGT Roderick G. Patterson
-John D. Sanborn

M3GT Carl A. Cuata

33TMAJ James P. rowers
SFC Wslter F. Ruebel

SFC Philip J. MelIntyre
SGTMAJ William H. Nolte
Xevin E. McGonigle
C3GTHMAJ Robert G. Grisham

Chesley D. Osgood

LTC Warren Parker

SGTMAJ Gerald 'Moose' Brannon
Baryl M. Whitehead

James M. Murphy

LTC Francis L. Mzhan
M3GT Stephen C. Davidsen
SGTMAJ Robert A. Garcia
MSGT FPred R. Williamson
LTC ubert E. Morlang
LTC Gerald Kilburn

Col. John T. Little
Michasl E. Purcell

M3GT William B. Griffin
SFC Fréd W. Zabitosky
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ithanks to member Tom Pentecost for sending information on LTC Warrsn
Parker, former PSA in QuZng Nam, Bac Li®%u, and belisved to be the
same Warren Parker who served as USAID Prov Rep in Xifn Hoa, 1973-1975.

Members are asked and encouaraged to send any and all nmaterial on Memberx
in Memoriam to our Archivist, Mike McMunn, who compiles this info so
as to provide an idea of who these individuals were, and go beyond a
mare list of names. Book citations, photos, perscnal recollections
are all assembled. Mike is continually addling to the archives, prepari
both a list, and a volume on Members fer whom more detailed info has
bacome available. rO0C: Mike McMunn; 2310 Newbsrry St.; Willlamsport,
Pennsylvania; 17701. CORRECTION on Mike's e-mall address:

mike@pannet.net.

Do what yu can. This CMH Citation, describing the actions of one of
our Members in Memoriam, is representative of material in Mike's filas:

*WILBANKS, HILLIARD A.

Rank and organization: Captain, United States Air Force, 2ist
Taeticnl Air Support Squadron, Nha Trang AFB, RVN, Place and
date: near Dalat, Republic of Vietnamn, 24 February 1967, Entered
service at: Atlanta, Ga. Date and place of birth: July 26, 1933, Cor-
nelia, Gn. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. As a
forward air controller near Dalat, Republic of Vietnam, on 24 Feb-
ruary 1967, Captain Wilbanks was pilot of an unarmed, light aircraft
itying visual reconnaissance ahead of a South Vietnam Army Ranger
lnttalion. 1lis intensive search revealed a well-concealed and numeri-
cally superior hostile foree poised to ambush the advancing Rangers.
The Viet Cong, realizing that Captain Wilbank’s discovery had com-
promisec their position and ability to launch a surprise attack, im-
mediately fired on the small aireraft with all available fire power. The
enemy then began advancing against the exposed forward clements
of the Ranger foree which were pinned down by devastating fire.
Captain Wilbanks recognized that close support airerail could not
arrive in time to enable the Rangers to withstand the advancing
enemy, onslanght. With full knowledge of the limitations of his uu-
armed, unarmored, light reconnaissance aireraft, and the great danger
imposedd by the enemy’s vast fire power, he unhesitatingly assumed a
covering, close snpport role. Tlying through a hail of withering fire
at treetop level, Captain Wilbanks passed dirvectly over the advancing
enemy and inflicted many casualties by fiving his rifle ont of the side
window of his aireraft. Despite increasingly intense antiaiveraft fire,
Captain Wilbunks continued to completely disregard his own safety
and made repeated low passes over the enemy to divert their fire away
from the Ranwers. 1Tis daring tacties successfully interrupted the
eneiny advanee, allowing the Rangers to withdraw to safety from
their perilons position. Durving his final courageous attack to protect
the withdrawing forces, Captain Wilhanks was mortally wounded and
his hubet-riddted aiveralt erashed between the opposing forces. Cap-
tain Wilbanks’ magnificent action saved munerous friendly personnel
from certain injury or death. ITis unparalled concern for his fellow-
man and his extraordinery heroism were in the highest traditions of
the military service, and have reflected great credit upon himself and
the Tatled States Air Foree,

Eighteen U3 sarving in an advisory capacity were awarded ths CMH
in VN; eleven were posthumous. Total CMH awards in VM: 230,
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'Here dead we lisg,

nor ;
from which we sprung.lwould we wish to live ani shame the land

-Battlefield cemeter
the South racific,
(p. 212.)

Yy sign viewed by Gen. Lewis Walt in
and citad in STRANGE VAR, 3TRANGE STRATE.
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Hmogg Ne change is.less-than-admirable situation,
Us sovt., along with UN bureaucrats, pushes
for forced repatriation of Hmong refugees back to
Laos. vurrent situation outlined in Fab 96 article
in 'American Spectator' by Dr. Jane Hamilton-Merritt,
including description ef 'Nhia Leze's journey from
US to +hailand to see his Father, whom he'd net
seen in two decades. WNo droblem. Just bribae a camp
guard after permission initially refused, then have
* all of one hour to speak. 35well, His father, Yes Les,
was subsequently Jjailed, and thea shipped back te
Laos, in apparent abrogation of agreement by which
Hmongz are permitted to emigrate to reunite with
family members. Article alse cites little-known
fact that Laos lost 20%(two-zerg) of its population
after 'the war ended' in 1975; 10% fled Pathet Lao
retribution, while 10% were XIA in campaigns to
wipe out 'reactionaries', UN High Commissioner
for refugaes has insisted that the screesnlng
process i§ falr and above-board, never explaining
how its two moniters in Thailand are able to prop-
erly review report=d instances of bribery, maltreatment, etc. A number
of US Reprasentatives(Bill McCellum, R-Flaj Lee Hamilton, D-Ind; Ben
Gilman,i R<NY; Jim Leach, R-Iowa; Steve “underson, R-Wiscs have filed
vociferous response to US State Dept, statements that all is well.
Legislation fo defund US contributions to the UNHCR(already totaling
$150.0 million) passed in the House, but Ulinton has vewed to veto it.

Some background info....dus to the efforts of Hmong and “oyal Las govt.
troops, about 70,000 NVA troons were tied down in Laos, when they would
otherwise have been ®ommitted to battlefisfls in the RVN. While the
Hmong lost LO% of their population before 1975, they cenducted daring
rascues of US pilots shot down in Laos, taking heavy casnalties in the
process, as testified by Vang Kail in describing rescue of two US airmen
in 1968: 'When the Americans wre in troubls, we Hmong wade a path in
ger blood te save them.'.

There are 150,000 Hmong in the US now. 30,000 remsin in Thailand,
what's the preblem? Again, write elected officials on this loathsome
sell-out of worthy allies.

DR. Jai# Hawilton-Merritt's TRAGIC MOUNTAINS is belng reprinted. This

is a thorough and monumental research affort, documenting Pathet Lao

war of extermination of Hmong after 1975, and Hmong history of opposition
to communism throughout the war. Well researched, well written, and
w/numerous b/w photos. Copies can be obtained from Grant McClure;

2961 Jones Ct.; Waldorf, Marylsnd; 20602. $29.95 plus $3.00 o/he
Get one for yourself. Get one for a local library if they don't have it.
Copy of above article available from editer(Bill Laurie; 1462 W,

University; Mesa, Arlzona; 85201). Flease send self-aldressed stamped
envelop (SASE).

-

"'If the road of life were entirely flat,

Hew could we distinguish heroic and talented men from
anyone else,'’

-Phan B8i Chiu
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Caption: Sharing matters of 1life
and death, Stafford ani I on a
troop landing craft.

Y | P ~ - v
From Ly 4ong Ba's 25 NAM KHCI
LUA(25 Years of Warfare).

Then Maj. Stafferd was Ba's close
friend and advisor. Gen. Ba has
located Stafford's surviving
family, with sopn Bill providing
materials for Ba's book.

Those able to read VN can order
from Gen. Ba(§15.00) Ly Tong Ba,

Pa wing song chét bén nhau, Stafford va 16i trén P.0. Box 28968; Las Vegas;

chuy&n 1au d6 bo.

Nevada; 89126.
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LOCATOR Last issue had Ed Thompson's request for anyone who knew
him from 2nd Civil Affairs Co. Tah-dah! Member Frank 'Doc' Turnbull
did, and gave Ed a call, signing him up as a new member, They're
botﬁ trying to track down others.

SITREP #23 raa\notice looking for anyene who could vouch for the
service of Tran Ngoc Khoe, thereby permitting him to come to US.

Dale Libby, SF Assn. of New Mexico, received word from enough people,
and Tran Ngoc 'Jimmy' Khee is US-bound,

And,..in letter to Ben Myvers...'I'm Bob Sterling,a recently signed up
Lifetime member. Yes, I was at the junk base at the Mouth of the
,Quang Ng3i River when it was overrun in '66. We di-di'd thruthe con-
certina and into the river, then lnto the junks. 1 transferred teo a
PCF(Swift boat) that night and rode it back to Pa Ndng., I never did
meet the unit that relieved the base, and now find out 1t was youar
ARVN Cav Troop. Damn, isn't it strange how paths - can cross after
all these years. Looking forward to seeing you at the reunion.’

New requests:

IV

James W.R. Adams looking for Pai uy/Cart. Cam Lu Tan,
18th Engr. Bn, SO 18(18t]
Div.), Xudn Loc, Long
Khdnk Prov., 11-65-11-6¢

Lt. Robert.G. Kay " " Navy Capt. Huynh Kim Gia
3rd Riverine zone, '68-!

Maj/Thi&n T4 Chae Khue " " Maj. Blenda, Lt. McVogle.
(as spelleds

Nguygh May " n Capt. Frank Barnard,
Ct Vén, S¥ 5/5th Div,
at Lai Khe, 1970.

Bob Hanafin " n 'vilots of medivac fligh
from no-name field in
Central lighlands, haul
wounded/burned mixed group of ARVN/Montagnard and
one U3 SF or spocok advisor. dAlSD’Sif%in% ?tgerogeﬂw
. & e of this, g )
2gﬁgi%iggoo¥0%%g Eéggok%gg%g %Fter a flight o Fhl?
type. Bob is at 860 Merriam Ave., #2663 Ahshevile,
Namtb (tamnlinas 28804,
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samisr Mike dartin sent in name : of ",ree 173 personnel who may be the
"Sapt. 3111' sought brs Le CBng Vhanh(cl'ed ir last 3ITHE?). Follow up
1N ierway.

Juan L. Brito/Adv .m 98(Nhén trach Dist., Bin Hba) located CSM Howard

/. ANillis, and_;EQT -ewls M. Mimms, 3till searching for Mai. Paul
Myers, arty <8 Yan.

Apthony V. Orlando/Adv Tm 93(Bich Dai Dist., Xien Hoa) found

. wol, Walter
B. Todd. 3till looking for Maj. McNamara.

We screwed up heres Andy Dinh had been looking for Marc Cisneros.
found Clsneros(Tm 100, '67-'68), but have misplaced Andy Dinh's
address. Both served in Capital Military District, withTm and dates.
cited., We are now looking for Andy Dinh.

‘e 've

Other iLocator-info: Ben Myers will have his nation-wide computer phone
book list at the reunion, and wocator searches will be conducted theras,

-Oe
William Shawcreoss in London Times:

'Those of us who ogposed the American War(sic) in Indochina should

be extremely humble in the face of the appalling aftermath: a

form of genocide in Cambodia... Looking back on my own coverage,

I think I concentrated too easily on the corruption and incompetence
of the 3outh Vi&t Namese and their American allies, and was too
ignorant of the inhuman Han®i regime....'

0=
HanGi's officicial estimate of VC/NVA casualties from 1954-1975:

1.1 millien KIA, 600,000 }MIA, 300,000 MIA. Numbers are somewhat higher
than estimates of western historians.

!
- -

CAMBODIA At left, insignia of 1lst Fara Bde,
former Foces Armees Nationales Khmere (FANK),
courtesy of Clem Kelly. ...Cambodia has yet
to calm down, despite $2.6 billion spent by UN
to estoblish peace., Govt. forces, w/air and
armor support, attzcked a XKhmer Rouge stronghold
near railin in Western Cambodia, and plan to
next recapture rPailin, wikich the KR lost, and
then recaptured, in 1994, Meanwhile, anti-
idn8i VN, in and around Phnom Penh, are rumored
to assembling armed groups to oust HanGl. HanBi
raised ilssue w/US authorities, and weré told
that '(US) has good relatiens w/Cambodia and
Vigt Nam, and doesn't want to do anything to
hare. those relations.'s And..King Sihancok's
bre*we:. has been placed under house arrest for an
plot to ki1ll Premier(ex~Eastern Zone Khmer Rouge) Hun Sen. In the
meantime, Awustralian and French advisors are working with fledgling
Khmer airborne troops, with ¥hnom fenh sesking to establish 9 23k-man
commando battalions. And...in what must rank as 'Great Moments in
Divlomacy #72', Khmer siouge radio vilified US 3ec3tate Warren Christopher
during his recent vislt, saying '....the vulture thristopher, chiftain
of the villalnous Western alliance, is making a swoeoping visit te Phnom
renh so as to lick the skin excretions of the communist Vidt Namese
agressors and race exterminators.'. Wow! Lieck the skin excretions!!
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Now that's diplomacy, the likes of which we haven't heard since the
late Eﬁen Peng, of the PRC, called the Soviets 'renegades and informers'
and-better yet- 'freaks and monsters' back in 1966, No word as to

Christopher's response, whether he sald anything &about their mothers, et

Meanwhile, the US State Dept. has provided a $500,000.00 grant to Yale
University to resczarch the Khmer Rouge Holocaust. Director is Ben Kiern
an Australlian scholar who supperted the Khmer idouge until he found out,
in 1979, that they were bad guys. The Cambodian Documentation Genter
Internet call sign: http://wwwe.pactok.net.au. E-Mail: dccam@pactok.peg
apc.org. While all this is going on, Malaysia's YTL Corp. is building
two tourist hotels near Angkor Wat.

Finally, Han Manot, son of Cambodia's Hun Sen, former Eastern -egion/Han
faction of Khmer Rouge, has been accepted to US Military Academy at

West Polint, under a foreign ambassador's nomlnation category. MNo word
if any Hmong refugees or Beat People have been similarly honered,

-

'Anvone can become angry...that is easy; but to be angry with the
right person, and to the right degree and at the right time, and
for the right reason and in the right way-that is not within
everybody's power, and is not easy.' ]

-Aristotle, in NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, Bk 11, ch. 9

s

Left: LTC Toard, CO Wth Cav; Capt. Chuc, CO L/4% Tro(M4l Tanks); LLt Ky,
Sqdn S3; and Capt. Cuna, CO 5/ Trp. at lunch break south of ®a I'dng, a
short time before “apt. Cua led bold amphibious counter akk/assault on
entrenched VC. Oct '65. iight: ¥aj. 3eth Ward, 3A Sth Cav; Maj. Trén
Juang Khoi, CO S5th Cavy Capt. 3teve (taw, CO V&n, Armor School, Dec '65.
Khoi became CO, Armor Bde, from 1970 Cambodian incursion until the end
and was seriously WIA at last stand in Xu&n We. Courtesy day Battreall

=0 :
REUNION REUNION AT TON K{ETNION ARTINION

QEIMION XEUETON

Place: 3anta sna California Dates: 3-5 July

Reunion planning underway. Our reunion will precede and adjoin ARYN
Armor Assn. reunion at same facllities. Memwers encouragel to Lske

advantage of both., 3neakers, presentations, etc. planned. Hotel
facilities to be determined shortly. Tentative schedule:

Wwed 3 Jul 0930-on Arrive, open all day, meet other memiers, hosnita
rcom, $eli-lises-amd-buiishi exchange stories, etc
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gl (cont,

Thur -+ Jal v)30-1100, ‘Juest 3peakers; 1130-1300 lunchj; 1330-170¢
suest Speakers(speakers sought: 'Lost Commandes', Highland
Assistance I'roj., Boat People Rescue Committee, trip reporte
from recent VI/Laos/Cambodia/tefuges Camp visits, etc.)

Fri 5 Jul C930u~1100, business; 1130-1300 lunch; 1330-1700, buslness;
1830-1930, cocktails(cash bar); 1930-2130C, banquet, w/guest
speaker(to be selected)

=

3at o Jul DEACS breakfast, O930—on(opt£onal)ﬂrema;n on board at
invite of ARVN Armor Assn./Hgi Thist Giap ALVNCH.

Reunion ramrods Joe West and Hagh Mulvaney both hard at work on this,
whiich stionld be our best ever., Wa'll need a volunteer to operate a
telsphone bulletin board for room and ride sharing for those who are
dpiving and/or want to save piastres by bunking up. Basy to-de. Just
keen a list of who c:lls in(their nickel) and relay info. As it stands
now, we have anough time to mall in room and/or ride sharing requests.
Anyone wishing t> vwuntesr: Joe West; 637 Grambling Ct.; Merced,
Ccaliforniaj 95348; and Hugh Mulbaney; 1419 Evergreen Ave.; Plainfield,
New Jarsey; 07060. Thx to Hugh for getting publicity notice in Retired
Officer Assn., magazine., Do you best to make itj it'll be an event to
ramemper.

- "
Other reunions... 3AT30N MI33I0N A3SN. (bast Joint agency to serve in VN,
1973-1975), 27=27 April, Orlando, Flerida. $23.00 to 3tan Patrovsky NLT
than 15 March(for dinner, tip, etc.). iotel: 1-800-63k-U774, Mention
attendance at SMA reunion. SO0CIETY OF VIET NAMESHE AIR30RNE/RED HATS:
18-27 July, Fort Bragg. POCs: Fred drander(6l5 645-3082), and Joel
Anthony (910 425-7089).  U.3.S. Belle Grove LSD-2 AS3N: July 96, in
Springfield-Branson, Missouri. i°0C: Del Catronj 14732 Van Buren 8t.;
Midway City, Californila; 92655. 173rd AIRBORNE BDE, 10-1% Julys
Anaheim, California. pPOC: Ramiro Lopez @ 818 969-4320 or write:
REUNION HQ/L173rd; »2.0. Box 5482; ol Monte, Californiaj 91784,
Apd.. JSN HAL=3 SEAWOLVES, 3-6 July, '96, Washington, D.C. POC:
Dan Calvert, P.0. 3ox L145; Rancio Cordova, California; 957+1(916 635~
8278). MOBILE RIVERINE A'gN.: 11-1% July Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky. Hotel
reservationss 1-800-352-9886. possible West Coast MOBILE RIVERINE ASSN.
reation/info: Ted Condriff & 619 698-8241, 2nd SQUADRON/1st ARMORED
C3V¥/BLACKHAWKS (attached to 4th Div, later lst FF, Reunion and member
search: Robert C. Sparks; 3221 W. Big Beaver Road, Ste 200; Troy,
Michigan; 48084(or call 810 643-7222),

YISTORICA L INTEIRITY DEPT. While media followed McNamara to Han®Bi, they.
consequently and concurrently ignored an interview with former NVA blggie
Bui Tin, reprinted in 3 Aug 95 Wall St. qu;nal. Mr. Tin had this to say:
The US 'anti-wer' movemant wag vital to HanBi's victory...and..the war
would have been lost if the H® Chi Minh Trall had been cut... and...

RYN jumtor officers were good, competent, and couragenns,...and...the
NLE/VC were not indepgp%ent political movemen%g}ﬁvind..%ﬁet 562 ﬁissgs

ing, wi “Noc il an i sufferesd badly in

¥g§f ?%%%%Sgﬁ?% mgi gaﬁ go%#aﬁgggg hégsiheir hands tied by political
factors. Want a cony to send to walter Cronkite? 3end SASE(self-addressed
stamped envelop) to SITRWP Editor; 1462 W. University; Mesa, Az; 85201.
VN 3/ME0O3IUM  LE-20 April, “enter for the Study.of the Vigt Nam Confl;ct,j
subbock, Tecas, 79409-1013. This is NQT the typical rehash of copvegtlona.
wlsdoem, attended Oy naive academics., Some goo@ispeakerg on sgme %Di
tovics, including member John Del Vecchio, Dr. Jane Hamllgﬂg;giirlgté.
stephen Young, Jarnett 1Bill' Bell, Phoebe Spinrad, ELlmo ’
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29 panel discussions on such diverse tovics as PTSD, POW/MIAs, VN War
literature, Navy in VN, Teaching VN War, VN Film/Fiction, The War

in the Villages, Media ani VN HExperlence, Antiwar Movement, etc.

This, in addition to luncheon and special speakers: Vang Yao, Douglas
Pike, and so on. Info: Division of Contiruing Educationy Yexas

Tech University; Box 42191; Lubbock, Tecas; 79409-2191. Symposium
registration: $60.00. leld at Holiday Inn Lubbock(806 797-3241). Svecia
rate 2@ $63.00/night, up to four per room. L& April banguet: $30.00;

20 April BBQ: $19.00. Looks to be an interesting gathering. The

Texas Tech Center for Study of Vi€t Nam Chnflict receives our SITREP

for archival material, and should produce more valid history than
that-hallucinated by the media. Speaking of which....Turner TV, on

the heels of Oliver 3tone, broadcast a movie about Nixon and Kissinger,
and the Paris Peace(slc) negotiations. 0ddly enough, they got one part
right in devricting the Nixon/Kissinger 'sign it or else' ultimatum to
president Thi®u, yet fell on their face showing clips of US combat units
battling in the 1972 Easter Offensive, a time when virtually none were
present or engaged., Arts and Entertainment channel broadcast a '20th
Century' program reflecting on VN. Host: Mike Wallace. ‘“uests: Stanley
Karnow, Neil Sheehan, McNamara. All feur engaged in a contest to see
who could be the most smug, arrogant..and ignorant.

Direct quote from THE AMERICANS, A HiSTORY, a high school history text
cuarrently in use by manyschools: 1'3incs it was difficult to distinguics
between enemy fighters and civilians, Americans used a tactic called
the search and destroy mission. IHelicopters would land troops in a
village suspected of either supporting or being contrelled by the Vietce
The soldiers would go to a village before dawn, rouse the people from
their beds, and move them out, kill the noultry and livastock, and then
burn the village. As an American major explained, 'It became necessary
to destroy the town to save it.' Unfortunately, most of the casualtiss
in this kind of fig.ting were old men, women, and children. The men

of fignting age were --usually snipers who shot from a position hidden
in the jungls.'

Se there, that's what you did in VN. Same book indicates Laos and
Cambodia were 'neutral countriss’. “*hat's what our younguns are
learning.

-

Thx to indefatigable efforts of Ben Myers, we're now on Internet

Homepage: http://www.nieto.com/counterp/advisors.htm. Qur entry
explains who we are and why. Thx Ben.

K n\ —— e e . -
Het rdi/all done. FPlease note Paul THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Brubaker's ad for replica patches on s

reverse of this page. FPlan on being : §%§A?q3g%}" a |
eI
o o

at reunion. Please remlt dues, and
X
? T "(\' \—5\ -
. ..
/ ~ & "‘_’CU\)
/} \ A7 I

keep Ben aware and up to date on any
address and/or area code changes. Big
help when you do. Write letiers on
behalf of our allies. When all that
\'-_‘_\ o~ N . s
Aﬁﬁ7§ i -
“1 forsee {he day when raciad and religions
ditterences will be ol no inportanee whiat-
cver, and people will hade one another tar

13 song, enjoy the Srcring, and
CHIZ NG
completely personal reasons ™

NIM MOI to all.
BTLZTZONA  HQ/COUNTLAPARTS
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