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served in this capacity, military or civilian, in what was perceived as an effort to
halt militarist expansion on the Indochinese Peninsula. Membership information:
Steve Herberth, Adjutant, P.0. Box 22791, Louisville, Kentucky, 40252-0791

SITREP 1s late, for multitude of reasons. It's been
very busy, and we've had a number of is;ues on the front
burner. - Brief notes before getting into meat of this
lssue. Grab a hot cup of coffee. First off, best wishes
for speedy recovery to J.C. Fischer, our daurtless and
diligent Locator, who just emerged from bypaszs SUrgery.
J.C. is on the mend and getting back in stride. Also,
get-wells to Jim McDaniel's mother-in-law ani Bob
Patrikios' brother, both of whom had Lospital stays.

Notes on past issue: several readers questioned validity

-of statement that present day average heizht of Japanese

is 10" taller than present day VN, indicatines former

is &' 4",. 10" variance was as reported by Y Times
article, and should have been so noted. Obvious dis-
crepancy does not mitigate fact that nutrition is poor
1n VN, as verified by Ha Woi's own datz and UN cconomic
studles. . .......0ne member asked abcut search request
for Pal uy Abdul Azziz, asking how a ¥oslem found his
way to VN. Capt. Azziz was member of Cham mincrity,
and served as S-2 in Chau ®8c¢ rrov., in the Delta.

Cham people found there as well as in coastal lowlands
of II Corps, remnants of 10th-15th century Cham empire.
Finally, members were subjected to far mors tvuvos than
apould. be associated with a class outfit like this., You
deserve better, and you will get it.

0K, on to new business.....

We received commo(sce following vage) from contingent

of former RVNAF personnel, now residing in Malavsian
refugee camp, who have beén denied political r=fugee

status and are now faced with mandatory repatriation
to VN, A full roster was included, revealing that

many of these people had been associated with units
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or organizations forever damned by Ha N8i's vengeful varanoias; Rangers, .
Marines, Airborne, PolWar, Military Security Service, etc., 1In

addition, oae might have been a PF and, as oné of ocur members has

found out, still found Jdeserving of lengthy imprisonment on basis of

his or her history of proncunced and visible anti-communism,

Counterparts responded to this letter, writing Tran Ngoc Bay, Chairman
of the Malaysian group, as well as Asst. Sec. 3tate Ken Quinn, Sen.
John McCain, and US State Dept. refugee coordinator in Malaysia, Mr.
Louls Mazel (USEmb, Kuala Lumpur, State Dept. Pouch 4210, U3 Dept.

of State, Washington, D.C. 20520-42103), No response from official

U3 sources to date. Two letters received from Malaysia, one from
Nsuyen The Hung and another from Nguyen Van Cnien, both of whom
saek’contact with former fellow RVHNAF personnel as well as U3 counter—
parts(details in Locatpr section). Silence fram 1S sources/officialdom
is ominous, and identical to that preceding forced renatriation of
Nang Boat People from Hong Kong. Members are strongzly encouraged to
write elected officials, State Dept., UNHCR and any others involved
with refugee matters. From all aprearances, there is a 'glass wall!
policy, invisible to the public eye, yet effectively blocking emigr-
ation of political refugees. Counterparts members will also be
provided with information on other measures to assist our comrades

in Malaysian camps, as they await confirmation or denial of requests
for refugee statns. Member suggestions openly solicited and welcome.

in a related matter, contact established with VIET NAM ASSISTAYNCE
FOR THE HANDICAPPED, an organization based in D.C. with purpose of
asslst prosthetic cliniecs in VN. 23 August 1992 edition of ‘Parade!
magazine described efforts of founder Tran Van Ca and his colleague,
US VN Vet ani author, James Webb. During their initial visit to a

- Can Tho clinic, over 100 disabled former RVNAF veterans asssmbled,

many of whom have been denied medical treatment and prosthetic devices
because of their background and QLVNCH service. ‘
A VNAH flyer accompanies this 3ITREP. Member
donations are encouraged for this worthy cause.
‘Coples of '"Parade' article available. Please
send SASE to editor.

~O=

Orderly Departure Program(ODP) matters...since 1990,
about 50,4000 ..formér concentration camp prisoners and
family members have emigrated to US under ODP.
50,000 more are expected in the next three years, |
when ODP ends. Many new arrivals have endured T

long years of labor camps, long separation from S ?
families, health and economic hardships, only SE

to encounter urexpected difficulties in US. &fﬁ :

A 1k Nov NYT article -describes hardships of )

several QLVNCH personnel who toughed it out

for years and now can find only menial jobs,

at best, in fast paced America. Send editor SASE for copy of article.
Efforts underway to contact individuals cited in article, and others
derived from other sources. Members are encouraged to send in similar
articles, and attempt to contact former counterparts described therein.
Try contacting reporter, c¢/o newspaper, if all else fails. It works,
and can lead to positive results, particularly if former counterparts
can be reunited. Happened before. Further, culture shock can be
mitigated by simply having a friend on hand, if only to talk things
over.
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VETERAN ASSOCIATIONG(THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM®

SUNGEI BESI REFUGEE (AMP
/

= MALAYSIA

June 16th,1992,

Respectfully to: MRB. GRANT MC. CLURE
a Commander of "COUNTERPARTS"
Archeville, WV,26804

(In care of Lx-Colonel (WACH HUYHNH iiA)
Dear Sir,

We find it a great luck +o come 1o kmow you and the "COUNTERPARTS",
thankt to the introduction of our Former Professor/Ex~Colonel Quach
Huynh Ha in the issue of "Da HIEU#25" bi-weekly mogazine on Christmas
Day 1991, Sea .

First of all, we'a respectfully send to you ang "COGLITERPARTSY the
varmest greeting of us, the Ex-Military Servicemen, Civil-Servantg
and US Agency employees who: are Presently residing in Sungei Besi
Camp, Helaysia. .

The purpose of this open letter is to ask you and "COUNTERPARTS™
for assistance so that over 100 Ex-Servicemen whose refugee status
was denied; could be rescued. -

Dear Sir,

We find it also a great luck to be able to contact with you and
"COUNTERPARTS" gince quring the war in Vietnam, you aig fight?

for freedom together with us, and some of you did sacrifice their
lives to our country, therefore you experienced the same sufferings
with us, the men of failure. It was true that with your strong
helps, we had ever umerous of glorious victories and we did dominate
in every battle-fielads. - However, unfortunately, we were deprived

of our country by the wicked Communigts at the last mimate. As

the men of failure, we are even grateful to you and the US Vetoran

who ook part in the Vietnam wer, for your wide ranging assistance.

Recently, the leadership of our VN Weran Association in the
rofugee camp has been elected, Now we mim to seapch for help Yo
rescue our unlucky screened-oud members. At the thought that
besides "COUNTERPARPS" and "US VETERAN PEDERATION" no other
organization could succeed to sabmit our petition to the highér
authorities in the US Government.

Presently, there are 154 of 1,300 members whose refugee status wag
denied. They all were consldered "Economic Migrants", They have
been living in a constant anxiety for their uncertain future and
among them, we find a depressing atmosphere. They have been
obsessed with the strict decisions under CaPah. (Comprehnensive
Plan Action). In fact, vitsn the 4id-Program of UNHCR and the




European-Econonmi c-Community (B.E.C.), they could repatriate com-
‘paratively safely, but it is certain that nobody can be sure
whether they can survive in a Communist Country and that the
question what would happen to them is still being raised.,

We now write to. you for the following reasons:

= We would like fo be in regular contact with "COUNTERPARTS" and
receive your publications.

- We would like to ask for your helps for the ex—-army men, the
ex-civil gervants of the Republic of Vietnam and the ex-employees
of US Agencies and Firms. Is it possible for "COUNTERPARTS" to
bring the situation of these people to the attention of "AMERT CAN
VETERAN" and US Government Officials.

= Can you help to find a solution for these people while they
are still in the camps in the country of first asykum,

~ We have recently set up a'few youth organizations for our
children (Boy Scout and Sport Movement). A financial contritbution
for these activities would be most welcome.

Dear 3ir,

We really don't know who elae to rely on and ask for rescue but
you and "COUNTERPARTS". We look forward to your kindness, and

now we all are waiting for your action which is condidered as =
flash at the end of a tunnel.

By the way, please instruct our leadership the best way to achieve
our target.

Awaiting for your reply, we yremain.,

Faithfully yours,7

TTTRAN NGOC BAY
Chairman

Ehclosing:
~ The list of 154 members who were rejected.

Pleage contact with:

TRAN NGOC BAY
¥MC.492035
ID.165506

Sungei Besi Camp
MALAYSIA.
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We still lack a Humanitarian Project Officer to coordinate association
efforts,and will gladly assist any volunteer willing to assumz this
position. Much needs to be.done. Think it over and cheek with CO
Grant McClure if interested. '

FarFEasternEconomie

—O= “up " Finance MR £
Minister Hata: oQHRE..

Your association played a contributing

role in bringing happy ending, of sorts,

to a potentially lethal situation. This

past September a group of 400 Dega sur-

faced in NE Cambodia, havihg waged a

guerrilla war of survival against Ha-

NG1 depredations since 1975. With

little food or ammunition remaining,

surviving Dega were placed under

protective custody of a Uruguayan

contingent of UN troops, a precarious

situation at best. Counterparts

aligned itself with other groups

and individuals demanding prompt

action, knowing full well Dega

lives were in immediate jeopardy.

Letters and phone calls were dir-

ected to IN anthorities in MY and

Cambodia, a% ' were US State Dapt.

officials in D.C. and Phnom Penh,

advisig%.of concern over distinct

possibility for bloodshed if not

massacre. An earlier and less for-

tunate grcoup of Dega had been\caught

by Khmer Rouge, and sold to Ha K@i's

legions for $300.00/person. Charles

Twining, top US representative in Phnom Penh, reportedly wss a 'friendly?,

and helped %rease skids for accelerated emigration apuroval(in clesr

and distinet contrast to State Dept. cryptic silence and immobility

regarding Boat People). To make a long story short, the first con-

tingent of Dega will arrive in ilorth Carolina by 19 lov; last group

scheduled for 3 Dec. CO Grant IFcClure will be on hand to gr;st lst

arrivals. Max Lund, Mike Little, Kok Ksor, Roy Russell and Ken Swain

all put their shoulders behind this one, and Counterparts/THDEA made

itself known as a group which is deeply concerned with Human Rights

in VN, Laos and Cambodia. Contacts were developed in UN¥ and US govt.

agencles, opening new avenues of approach and points of leversge

in related matters cited above. Text of ralsvant corresnondence is

contained in appendix of this report. We are still a young outfit(in

our present life, a resurrection of earlier efforts), and are well

short of having 10,000 activs members, but we kickel some shins and

opened some droonlng bureaucratic eyelids, never firing a shot. It

can be done, and more needs to be done. ﬁeep the heat on elected

officials with yoar letters and phone calls. As you read this, Dega

clergymen are detained in prison cells, several hundred counterparts

are held in Malaysian refugee camp limbo, and civil/human rights are

low priority items on Ha Hloi's agenda. Ain't over just yet.

"Socigty is at its peak when most of its peogle practice their own
particular code of zood manners. The socisty starts to crumble

when more of its people abandon’ these rules of prouriety.'
-Li Chi in Book of Rites(lst century, A.D.)




1

LOCATOR J.C.'s hospital stay understandably caused
at halt in the action, but you can't keev those
river boat guys down and J.C. is back at it. 1In

a first case instance, member Bob Lockridge found,
vlia another member, counterpart Col. Le Van Nam,
who is still i1n Viet Nam, and has Iittle succCess

with ODP. Bob writes: 'J.C., I need help. After
all these years, 1 have managed to locate my

counterpart, Col. Le Van Nam of Long An Prov.

! For years, my wife and I tried to find Nam.
....Barlier thig year, and out of the blue, I re-
celved a letter?provi ing means of contactj that
Nam was trying to locate me. We estezblished con-
tact and...can communicate directly. UNem spent 10
years in a 're-education' camp in NVY¥ but is now
out and living in Saigon. !is son waznts tc do
anything to get his father out of VN. I have trised
to contact Immigration but get 'voice mail' and no
return calls. Any assistance you can provide would
really be appreciated.!

Bob was contacted and directed to another member who's already dealt
with Byzantine maze of ODP. We're all hoping for rapid culmination
of Bob's long guest, itself emblematic of what THENA is ail about:
iron bonds of friendship forged in shared adversity and nurnose,
Will keep members posted on this one.

Other Locator requests:

Nguyen Van Chien(Malaysia) locking for Nguyen Van Nam(in US)
Both at C&n Thd(Binh Thuy) Airfield
Nguyen The Hung " " Capt. 3mith, Sgt.

Goodman(both Vinh Long)
Tien Hoang(for Sgt. Tang, still in VW)
_ " " M/3gt. Bobby Dick,
Pleikn airfield
Ngo Tan Duc(in VN) " " Col.s Hodges, Barth,
Fhillip, Kaplan, and
Thomas Rosell; LICs
Srown, Weatherington
Nguyen Van Thiet{(in VN) " " Col.s Breakfield,
Robb, Mholer(as spelled),
all of J4/Ordnance, '52-
'69, and Col. Wezt,
Capt. 3eine, and Faj.
Harris, all w/MiAdG

Bruce Ferguson v " Yanz Xilong(Hmong Sky-
ralder »ilot)
Don Washburn n " Anyone who served w/him

on aiv. tms/elements

65 and '69(one of _

tours in An Yuy®n(Ca ¥au)
Anne Keegan " . Lt. Norman Childs, 537,

s . "6 tour in VN, and
(Ms. Keegan, a “hicazo Tribune a Lt. Ivy and 4 Haj. Tu,

correspondent, bought lighters

inscribed to these individuals, gg;eiﬁgiriﬁt%ggf?;SEd
during May '92 in Saigon markets. )
Lt. Ivy had lighter-inscribed 'My
Good Friend Major Tu')
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Tizuan Thanh Huynh looking for Capt. McLaughlin
(Both w/A-123, Hiep Hoa, 1967)

Thai Hoang Mo and " " Anyons w/CN¥Y Recon
Le Xuan Phong Co.
K'seo(member of Xoho) " " Anyone w/B-55, from

May 66-Nov 70, and
YACV Tm 35(L&m 98ng
°rov.). B-5% members
remembered: Sgt. Brown,
Sgt. Bao, 3gt. Mea-
ketha(as spelled),

LTC Cramberland,

CSM Dancy.

Locator search list is building up, and be it known that J.ZJ. has

the most difficult, time consuming and frustrating position in this
outfit. We are in orocess of amending our bylaws in accordance with
IRS non-profit rules/regs, and can thereafter pick up a computer

to encode search requests, making orocess easier. Special thx

to member Joe Cagney who is using his attorney skills to guide us

in tnis task, anil to Paul Brubaker, who is rewriting/amending bylaws.
Changes are not substantive and will be subject to member vote.

Svecial thx also to Ben Myers who has tapped inte the 'Prodigy!
link, a nationwide computer 'message board' to spyread word on THBNA,
as well as aiding in Locator search effort. Ben made contact with
several prospective new members, out of which aiditional search
requssts developed:

Alan Miller, thlen 1Lt., loocking for anyone on Adv. Tm 73,
Chiong Thidn rrov., '68-169.

Ben's plugging into 'Frodigy! network will bamhelpful in boosting
membersnip and finding folks. Cam dn r&t nhidu 3en.

Final locator request:

Larry Jansen(Maj., USMC, ret.) looking for MACV employee,
Mrs. Mal, now aged 47, last known to be in
Ba Ning, 1972.

“heck around your A0, with other vets and vet groups, and do a sit-down
recon throughi local phone books. Eyes and ears of all members very
useful in the difficult search for long-lost comraies.

Hapoy Ending Story Washington Post Magazine, 5 Jul 92, carries

cover gtory of Pham Minh Tam, '74 West Point Graduate, ani his
odyssey/ordeal before arriving in US as a result of classmate

Patrick McBrayer's persistent efforts. After '74 graduation, Tam
returnsd to VN. THis brief career as an officer, culminating with
Tam's troops emgr%;ng victorious in an April '75 recoiless rifle

tank kill 1n Thu ®%c, ended, followed by six years in labor Camus.
McBrayer, stateside, went to work when Tam's existeace znd whereabouts
became koown, finally securing neccessary paperwork for Tam znd his
wife, both now in US, Dogged tenacity pays off again.

'If you have friends, you can endure anything.?
-Helen Keller




MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM

Pai Ta Ngé}en Van Cu
Tran Thi But(nurse w/PF-U3MC CAP)

Col. Edward J. Cavanaugh
Lt. Daniel Cassano

Capt. Joseph M. Berkson
Maj. Reymond Celeste

SSGT Wilhelm L. Dammer

Lt. Kenneth L. Dean

Capt. Norman W. Heck, Jr.
SFC John L. McCoy

Capt. Christopher G. Morbitzer
SSGT Ralph Mitchel

Capt. Thomas Saubls

S5GT James M. 'Pappy' Selix
SGT Thomas F. Sudlesky

Maj. Kenneth J. Yonan

(Note: Names immediately above provided by
Friends of Viet Nam Memorial, 'In Touch' Program,
hoping to place surviving family members in contact with Lnyons
who served with their loved ones. 'In Touch' can be reach=3i

at: c¢/o Friends of Viet Nam ifemorial; 2030 Clarendon Bivd.,
Suite 4123 Arlington, Virginiaj 22201 703 525-1107

SGT David Boyd, USA/SF 3FC Lounis D. Briscoe, USA/SF
SSGT Gene Allen lenefee, USA/SF
SPR William J. rontgomery, USA

37°C mstel Denny Spakes, USA/SF ADV T l62/Air'borne

: v - el T

Lt. Stanley M. Baker, USA/SF Capt. Don J. Tork

U3MC CAPs Capt. Thomas W. MeCarthy
[CFL Michael A. Baronowski 3FC Alfred I, Combs

LCFL Kenneth R. McLeese Capt. Faul R. Windle('JSAF)
SGT Gary K. liore Lt. Robert M. Carn, Jr. (JSAF)
LCTL Rae K. Ri:petoe Capt. Donald R. Hawley (JSAF)
LCFL William T. Smith SFC John E. Milzpnder

LCPL Martin Espinoza SFC Clifford L. Robinson
FFPC John C. Fife Capt. William T. Deuel
S38GT Thomas Underwood Capt. Gary H. 3ruk

LCrL Charles Briscoe FPC Michael ¥. Randall

rFC Billy W. Britt Lt. Clarles L. Hemmingway
CFL Andy A. Cabrera Lt. Carl R. Arvin

CPL James H. Clay SFC John L. Church

PFC Claude Darden Cavt. Terrance F. 3age
LCPL Ferdinand W. Glessing Lt. Arthur M. Parkepr IIT
CPL Arthur R. Jansen 3FC Charles J. Moore

LCPL Wesley J. McKinney Sk Ronald I. Kirkpatrick
HM2 Thomas P. Moore Lt. William E. Bonner

LCPL Ivan A. Ort SPh Gerald L. Maseda

LCPL Henry E. Schanck Capt. Lee. G. Grimsley
3GT Donald F. iebb SFC Alberto Ortiz Jr.

13 ¥ghia Quin(PF) KIA w/ Capt. Glen 5. Ivey

& of above USMZ CAP members) Lt. Grady T. Triplett

SFC Christian Girard

Maj. William L. Deane(MIA)
353G Elbert W. Bush(MIA)

'Je honor our warriors because they are brave and because
by s¢eing Death on the battlefield they know the grertness
of life.? ~-Winnebago Tribal Elder

Jamie Sandiecky, USAID
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COUNTERPARTS/THDNA has, as seen by Louisville Reunion attendees,

our own 'moving wall', upon which are inscribed namss of all Members

in Memoriam. An appropriate inscription is needed to express our
thoughts of gratitude and remembrances. Members are invited to send
appropriate literary quotes or to write down thzir own for consideration.

To extent possible, all Members in Memoriam are given individnal
writeups with as much biographical data as possible, in a separate
volume. Anyone able to contribute is invited to submit inclusions
to your editor. Rank, DOB, date KIA and POB all availatle from
'Wall Sook', for US only. Other more important and personal recoll-
ections welcome and needed.

-0-
The Wall celebrated its tenth anniversary this past Veterans Day.
COTETEAPARTS/THBNA was oresent, thanks to shared table space offered
by our cousin outfit CUVA(USMC CAP Assn.), for which we are most
grateful. CO Grant McCllure reports about 20 inquiries from passersby
requesting membership information. Later in the evening, at a
_CU%A banquet, member Tom Harvey(also CUVA member) was nresented with
a Certificate of Aponreciation from Counterparts for his inspiration,
dedication and efforts in serving as Liason Officer between the
two ontfits, as well as his lead in setting up our Joint sponsorshio
of ¥guyen Manh Hung, a VN orphan. Counternarts members Tran goc Eue,
Mike McNunn, liouston Matney, Richard Maus(also CUVA) also thanked
for their presence and assistance. Almost forgot Bob Patrikios, CUVA
& Counterparts member. o

Humanitarian Project: Svonsorship of Hguyen Manh Hung continuss.

Our donations, channeled through Pearl Buck Foundation, ~rovids for
his school ma%erials, ¢lothing and food in a VN orphanage. BHung

was sent a small Christmas stipend, indenendent of our 'Hung gensral
fund', and two letters in VN language. Mo response yet. Hang is
now 15, an average student, znd works in the orchanage farm rogram,
raising pigs and growing vegetables. Counterparts/TrONA intends to
fund Hung, at $300.00/year, until his graduation and entry into the
adult world.

Pearl Suck Foundation srovides a search service for thnose seeking
contact with Amerasian offspring, as well as for children in

search of their fathers, and has now reached an adoption agresment 7
with Ha N9i, pertaining to VI orphans oaly. Info: PBF; P.0. Box Llilj
Perkasle, Pennsylvania; 18944-0181. Lundline: 800 220~-BUCK.

These people do a lot of good and are worthy of donations.

PASS THE | I WON'T PASS PASS5 THE SALT
5ALT, THE SALT.UNTIL
-| BEETLE You ASK THE
RIGHTWAY.’

T

BEETLEBAILEV.Y |

QLE2 Op Kng Fomwet Spadcile, 'ne Word tghin o

I

'Trying to learn about Viét Nam by watching TV or movies is
about the same as trying to get a degree in paleontology
by watching Godzilla movies.?

-Earl Miller




A salute to these students,
and hats off to C® Nguyen
Yi for her first place
entry. One remembers, back
in '79, a hus and cry about
newly arriving SE Aslan
refugees and their 'unsait-
ability/backwardness' in a

'modern'(sic) society. When it comes to the First Amendment, these five Arizona high school students
Well? Truth #16 about VN: A better thi st i feedom of peh 5 via 0 & democray,
conventional wisdom is Congratulations to these outstanding wriers honored with awards totaling
always wronge. F450 it the 1992 high school Freedom of Information essay contest,

Son of ‘'counterparts'
continues to make good:

past issues recounted the,
ring achievments of 'Saigon'!
Skipper Kelp, son of a US
5gt. ol Blackfoot heritage
and his VN wife., Skipper
showed athletic prowess by
quarterbacking his Colorado
hiigh school football team,
while weighinz in at 132 lbs,
He then earnsd a martial artis
black belt, won two nationsl
Golden Gloves titles, thenc=
turning pro several years
ago. A gutsy hard-hitting _
welterweight, Skipper hal a 15-0-1.record before'%osihg his first
fight, by deCision, against veteran Dave Gonzales(30-2-1). Soeaking
with refreshing absence of nro fight bluster('l gof my batt bzat'),
Kelp still plans to shoot for a world championship and, if nolitics
will permlt, have the bout held in Viet Nam.

P e ool
AL

You'll hear more about Eldrick 'Tiger' Woods, who this year, at the

ripe age of 16, became The jouNgest nDlayer ever to play in a2 PGA

tournament. Eldrick's father, former Cd Van Earl Woods(Binh Thufan vrov.),

still seeks his counterpart, Dep. Prov. Chief Nguyen Fhong, whom

Woods had called 'Tiger' as testimony to Phong's zgressivec lcddership.

Young Eldrick carries the 'nickname 'Tiger' in hopes that somehow,

somewhere, Nguyen Phong will hear of the young gzolf phenom, make

the connection, and thence make contact with Woods Sr. Info is in
—_our search file and we'res still at it. T e

-0=
Left, QLVHCH TQLC(Marine) shoulder
natdh; S 7(7th Div.). Fhkoconiss
couartesy of Clement Kelly Jr. and
his Viet {am Insisnia Collector
(78] newsletter, an invaluable bimonthly
publication w/abundance of historical
info. Clem is VN Vet and Joodl People.
Subscriptions: $15.00/year(payable to
Clem), 531 W. 5th Ave.3; Covington,
Louisianaj 70433,

'If the television craze cocntinues with the vressnt level of
programs, we are destined to have a nation of morons,!

-Boston University Frasident, David I r in
: i : a2vid Marsh, sneaking
1in 1950 ’ ’ - e




Society of VN
Alrborne holds
reunion. Thx to

-member ¥ike George,
alsc SVNA member,
for sending article
in. Mike also
provided Tm 162
Members 1n Memoriam
list.

SVNA is to be
cowmended for keep-
its memories, trad-

itions and friendshig

alive and well.
Hats off to a good

group of good neople.

COULTERPARTS LIT
Yew member Dr.
Larry Kammhclz
recounts als tour
in MOC HOA, a fact-
ual narration of his
'66-167 tour in

M3c Héa, a small
delta town in the
Plain of Reeds, not
far from the Camb-
dian border. Dr.

By BETTINATILSON
Of The Leat-Chrunicle Statf

Jim Ferguson, lef, retired Caf. Minh Ng
of about 150 members of the Vistnam

A lot of Army unirs claim to be “the best,”
but American advisers to the elite Vietnamese
Airbome were truly the cream of the crop —

1970s.

“There were only about 120 advisers et any
onetime,” said Paul DeVrics, who was a major
when he served as an adviser in the early

. e
Seaff Photo By Robart $mith

uyan and Dr. Con Pham look at scrapbogks of memorias frarm their days in Vistnam. Thay are threa
ese Airbarne Soclety Association who met far a reunion in Clarksville this weekend.

'Red Hats' Army Unit Reunites

iocluded about 1,200 members. McDanicl, another Red Hat. .
The Red Hats 5aid no Army units teday can

be compared 10 them, bur the closest compari-

50n might be with Special Forees units.
“*Adviser’ is a term used by the military,”

handpicked from Airborne and Special Forces
units during the Yietnam War.

Known ag the “Red Hats,” about 150 mem-
bers of the Vietnamese Airborne Society
Association met in Clarksville for a reunion
Thursday through today,

The Vietnamese Airbome Advisory
Detachment existed from 1965 to 1973 and

Most of the advisers were selected from air-
bome divisions, including the 11th, the 82nd
and the 10Lst. The Red Hats quickly devel-
oped a common bond with their Vietnamese
Airbome counterparts because they, o, were
the clite of their Army. “We shared an imme-
diate comradeship because the (aithome) con-
notation is the same the world over,” said Dick

McDaniel explained, “Actually, we didn'tdoa
{otof advising.” The advisers served more asa
support than as teachers, he said.

In 1961, reams of advisers -~ consisting ofa
captain, a lieutenent and a senior noncommis-
sioned officer — were assigned to Viemamese
combat battalions. “When the lr.maliT

attacked, the team attacked,”
DeVriessaid

The wdviser’s inflnence
i a8 U.S. combat supp
includiog helicopter gunships and
Air Force aircraft, began to amive
in Vietnam,

Advisers assigned to Viet-
namese unitd did oot use their U.S.
Army uniforms, bur wore the same
uniforms as the Vietnamese. “If
you c2n have a Caucasian be a Viet-
namese, that's what we were,”
MecDaniel said.

The advisers got their nickname
from the maroon airboroe berets
wom by them and the Victnamese,

In banle, the Viemamese were
courageous, DeVries said,

|

“A, real soldier likes to be with
fighters, and these guys would
fight,” DeVries said, “They were

In December 1965, the Viet-
namese Airborae Brigade was
upgraded to a division with the
addition of two more infantry bat-
talions and an artillery battalion.

The division participated in
some of the critical battles of the
war, including the Ter Offensive in
1968, By the end of Tet, Viet-
namese airborne units had killed
more than 2,000 cnemies and cap-
tured 146 North Vietnamese Army
saldiers.

The political pature of the Viet-

Kammholz served with a Military Province

Hospital Assistance Program(MILPHAP) tgam, pro-
medical assistance to local people, SF and USAID team members, while est-
ablishing a medical training program for hamlet nurses and redical staff.

A e
MQC HOA, a 103 np. larg

nare War frostrated the advisers, as

* it did other Americans, “One of the

conditions is that we could never go
into North Vietnam,” McDaniel
said.

Politics dominated the war and
se¢t restrictions oo combat, “You
cannot win a foatball game if you
pever go past the 56-yard line,” he
said

“A soldier likes to win like we
did jn Desen Storm,” DeYries said.
“Qwer there, we bombed them to
their knees and we ran over them.”

Mike George, who wes a com-
mand sergeant major in the Red
Hats, said that between 70 and 74
percent of the advisers were pre-
sented the Purple Heart for injuries
received in combat in Vietnam.
“The casualties were astyonomical
because they did fight and they
weren't afraid 1o fight,” George

See 'Red Hats'page A2, column 3/-”"“

said.

A total of 24 advisers were killed
in te [ine of duty, and rwo advisers
are missing in action.

Some of America’s most famous
soldiers are Red Hals, including
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf.
Many are still on active duty,
including Maj. Gen. Joe Kinzer,
who led the combat jump of the
82nd Airbone Division into Pana-
ma during Operation Just Cause.
Ancther former adviser, L. Gen.
Barry McCaffery, commander of
the 2d1h Infantry Division (Mecha-
nized), was schedubed 1o anend the
reunion.

Associalion members living in
the Clarksville ares include Art
Lombardi, Ron Carr, Leonard
Kruck, Bob Begley, Jerry Colvin,
“Soske” Collier and Garland
Wright

e format paperback, is replete with color ghotos,

and a straight-forward, unembellished diary, as written then, describing

people, events and places, and

and all.
seascnal floods.

ew US ever got to Mc HSa,
Beyond normal duties of
villagers and building clinies, the M0c Hda MIPHAP
distinction of hosting a delegation of Dr. Spock's

patening

Dr. Kammholz's impressions of same, warts
an lsolated town often ilnundated by
up wounded, helning
team had the ‘dubious
'Committee of Hesnon-

sibility', hellbent on finding casualties Ffrom napalm, arc lights, etc.,




10
expressing little intersst in 'eivilian casualties of the VC, which
were 1la abundance; these would not serve their(tke committee's)
purpose.'. To his infinite credit, Dr. Kammholz held his own and

hen some with this group during often acrimonious interchanges. Tnon
departure, one committee member shook hands w/Dr. Kammholz, saying =
he 'was able to see some of the falsehood in certain anti-war pnrop-
aganda in the US.' A valuable edition to anyone's VN library, avail-

able from Starboard Publishing; 955 Starboard Court; Cshkosh,
Wisconsing 54901, Bac 51 Larry continuezs his work w/5% Asian
friends, and has published a 60 pp. medical guidebook for the dmong
popvulation in and around Oshkosh entirely in.
Romanized Hmong langugge, whils %raining 8c wS; - LA, o
younger Knong as medical  technicians and MOU HOL: | Tuag SivSiav Niew” |
aids. MOC HOA was undertaken ‘to help counte%l {

negative propaganda and with hope that any 316,95, Ihkg(}ugof}bun%df
veteran who read it would feel good. The VN |posto ' i
Vet was be}ng unfdarly puto upon and run down “paid - L
by a negative press. Later, Hollywood was to
produce negative portrayals. The bravery of
SF persoanel I had known contrasted starkly with
media material,! Amen to that. Thx also to
Larry for his vprovision of fimong language trans-
lations for 3ITREP(Xov Xwm Tshaj Tawm) for

Phooj Ywg Uas Pab Dag Zog(Counterparts/THONA). T e ———

1
eetr yeiier c/rM/Jl: N dolf last alory L
L N

Ayoung Schwarzkopf demonstrates his bravery and
compassion, and shares the ageny of the nation

i *"Darag Zam; Zam Tshiab”

Aot e aengid it i 1,
sane il live a lope e

o, wheve Uwissnnin- | got off Lhis skid, 1F you take ulf,

structurin B themain | 'm gonnu Gall o this wirplane
Lo af canversitinn wasulicn | aind die. Ave you willing te tiche
Vietnam, Most ollivers seadfead 1 cosponsibility for that? And
at serving in MACY (Militnry | second, if you trey to uke olf, Ul
Astistunee Commail,  Viet- | shool your ass!”

Uil officers’ clubat West | gronnd, because U'm oot gonna
“ or impact VM had
on Schwarkorph,
who had the great-
respect for his

mun), the iulvisory free where Fither he diln't realize | wiy N ;

must peoply ended wpe Phere lllullilm,urllmll'.-;ut thnt | wisn f . VI\T Alr borne COMe=
wan neglocy i il they avguel 1| msujor Tocused Ly nllention: ™ . -
saw nuthing wrong with serve | they londve Use Iinlies on. o r ad €S Tand t h en
ingusn adviser: my Euher had Wilhout knuwing iL. I'd en- Col. N 2O Quang
e ane! | was eager to o, desred inysell firever e Uhe

o

{Schwerekopfurrangad tojom 1 South Vietamese troops, They
MACY, then finsh his West | sow an Aswerienn who coced
Foint assigremeeny, | viaugh aboul then toelimb up

Inome of the butddes | fought | on o helicopter skild and muke
with o Sonth Vietnamese aie- | Uhe pilot accept their dead.
tarne unid, thoee paritrspers TColmel Sehuvarzhopf polun-
bl been killed. Unlike sonwe | toervd for Vietnam again, as
other South Yietmamese wiits, | o Idbefinn cusumander., afier
the airberne went o greut | studies of the Ceaand ond
lenpths e retuen soldiers” iule | Ceered Stag Cotlege, and his
tes to their nmilicy. marrringe in 19691

When a US, Army helivup . g ! A gc}od re ad by’

Ler lunded with ammuanition, A TS ‘ . - R -
the Vietnnmuse soldiers deciel- ) 's::";l'"'"”" o i a gDOd man, who
wd to lond the eorpses on Lhe An advisor who cared: Alding 2 wounded Soull Vielnamese paratrooper Served in a good

helicoptor for Uhe return Right

x| IT_DOESN'T TAKE A HERO, By Gen. booote T Bood

Truong(later CG,
lst ARVN Div.,
then I Corps
CG), a nhoto

of wnom is in
ti.is memoir.

pa R

T

: _ - pecple
Bl e b e | Norman Schwarzkoph, is now on ot
uver uu:lhulimlml on lilu.- skid the stands ’ aﬂdl contalns secti ocns
> s pilol’s wi e o
mteninll  on Norm's G8 Vah tour w/VNND
" What's guaing an?” 3 b= ™ 1 -~
"\l\l":: :hl:n"lnll.'uklnl- Ialivs. They ( Alr borne ) y & 11 ewswee k €XC erpt
get hlood and shit ull over of which 1s preseﬂted here. I"’.I.U.Ch
;::I:‘ l:!:-}fnh:h‘:llltl‘-ll-\ku‘nvril—l.—ln.-:,h;:i : of bo ok deal s with Norm® S 1 i'l?e
u;uulﬂn'l hlim- thought Lwive: befOI‘e aﬂd aft er VN ’ W'hl Ch 1ln
thut hurned e, .
EIA,'l ;;wluill‘ynu sumething, no Way de‘tra(‘t S fr om t he WOI‘k [}

sporL. Either you lake tueae
Tkulies ur you stay here on the .
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the Iraq Army In pubic demeancy, it has only come vith
::'-“‘ “First, ". are practice: 43 @ young caplain comng Bome

et ol 8 hot
going ba cut 1t ofl And then (o7 Vnur bevisinom ot s

COLIN POWELL, by Howard Means. Means, a A S e T T e
Pulitzer Prize Winner, tracks Powell's Cohn POWCH pomton o Cruirran ol he Jort Crat o
life, from a youth in South Bronx to JCS by Howard Means T
Chairman. Fowell served one tour as an oo PO Bt | Do e o
advisor and a second tour with the Americal. e s e iy o, | Pokers Sn S0
Military Book Club description, at right, e ; &.,

does not suggest that advisor tour 1is covered e e 2 Sl Madal s brone ‘,i"?

“0 depth or detail. No other reviews available.pehmitioiinic. N4
Members welcome and encouraged to submit own it b costoctat by Lo (s be tﬁr' J
reviews and opilnions on.any: books they've read. ﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂm a#é

Gen. Schwarzkoph has attracted more media Gortache st Dutng ho Gul Y.

attention, yet there is little Joubt that he luminsry. he €0-archcaislad Onemméan

and Poweli, in equal measuare, have earned the b b 3 Immamsn

respect of all, and embody the professional
and personalﬂstagdards demanded of anyone

serving in CO V@n role. POWELL is im books
stores now.

GREEN BERETS., Hans Halberstadt(Presidio
Press, %12.95). 133 »pvu. genéral overview
of SF, including brief
history, current training
and doctrines, w/l5 or so
pp. on VN. Color and b/w
chotos, some of VN, taken
daring opns. Decent
enough.

FIRE IN THE FOREST, Ethnohistory of Viet Nam's
Central Highlands, 1954-1976, Gerald Hickey.
Vol. II of Hickey's magnum ovus, a 300-plus vp.
work which is more of political/military
history than the title would suggest. Hickey
was on the scene much of this time, and narrates
from direct personal experience. The Diem era,
T8t MZu ThAn('68), political intrigzues and Dega
asplrations for autonomy are all discussed in great degth, shedding
more light on the Iighlands than can be found In any other single

volume. 1972 and final debacle in '75 do not make for comfortable
reading, made all the worse by author's discussion of Ha Npl 'assim-
ation' policies after '76 and iron hammer suppression of Dega peonle
and leadership. A 'must have' for any serious student of the subject.
Approx. 25 b/w photos, maps, family lineage charts, etc. . Yale Univ-
ersity Press.

-Largest province in pEe'75 VN: Par L¥c/10.5 Km®; smallest: Go Clng,
in 9K 4(gdelta)/600 km?. Largest late 1960s population: 3lnh Binh/
862,000; smellest: Quang dFc(II Corps)/ 34,000,

'What one has never experienced, one will never understand

in print.! -Isadora Duncan
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out of print works.....

WAR WITHOUT GUNS, George Tanham. »ublished in 1966, this books
examines the Totper war',i.e. rural development in all its manif-
estatlions(mgdical, economic agricultural, etc.) in three diverse
provinces-Vinh Binh, Phd Bdg, and Quing Nam. Author went to VN
in '64% as Director, Prov. Operations for
USAID and, in conjunction with USAID Frov
Reps Bob Warne(Vinh Binh), Earl J. Young.
(Phd_EBn), and William Nighswonger(Quang
Nam) compiles an interesting narrative

of how USAID persued its objectives in
the face of VC depredations and inad-
equate societal infrastructure. Abund-
ance of interesting facts, data, and
information. As valuable as this book

Y

' L‘illai'lllimnul |

iS, you mlght not find it in the local i\l‘;]Eﬂ|CﬂNCll.l||_|-A|.‘q'S
library, where decision has been made {1 RURAL WFTRAR
to 'discard' an obsolete title. Kid :
you not.

VIFTNAM'S PIDENIK PROGRAM WASNT TAOIGN,
IT WAS TIME 70 U0 CUTSIDE INE AVSIFAL .
M t ing

DAYS OF FIRE, John F. Mullins. Novel about TPhoenix
program. Author cited zs 'former U3 Snecial Forces
MaJor'  with no elaboration on VN tours/experience.
Cover cites endoresments by J.C. Pollack(author,
MISSIOW MIA, and other works) and Mark Berent,

USAF VN Vet and aathor(STEEL TIGER, PEAYTOM LIADER).
Cover promo has halimarks of shiocot-"'em-up~pang-bang
1ity though publishers often juice tnings up, ethérwiss
disgulsing good reading while Lacreasing aoveal to
those incapable of understanding such. Anyone read
it and have comments? Advisor/countervart 1i: is

Sl - sub-genre within VN war 1lit category, and Phosnix

) AnExglasive Novelof Vigtnanf EY R brogram even less exnlored. Frint date is Seut 1991
'.JQH.H,FMQLHNS which suggests title no longer available on racks. ’

O

LIDBIT FRCE THE PAST, ffdm John Bailey.....I was D3A in Binh Finh
District, Vinh Long Province, in 1970. I hzsled one of Jotn Vann's
reduced district teams so conseguently receivad mnre than my share
of attention from him. Duaring one of his viszits,
around the Tirst of December, I commzsnted that we
had fresh turkey for our Thanksgiving meal. e
wanted to know where I had gotten the turkey, so
I told him that we had a small turkey farm in
the district. He lzughted ani sezid 'b tl',as
he climbed in his helicopter to leave. I decided
I would send him one for Christmas and male arrange-
ments for a large tom to be brought to me alive.
Several Jdays later one of our men hat to go to Cén
i Thd where John had his CEPCOXDS IV Corps HN. We
_ { ¢~ l, iung a sign arouand the turkey's negk: 'My name is
S T _ﬂg Jerome, and I'm a product of Binh Mini. District!',
Ao pk: ST My instructions were that Jerome be delivered to
Kr. Vann's office. ‘hen Pete arrived in CAn Thd
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and CORDS H9, he found that Mr. Vann was out. ~Pete told Vacn's
secretary, KFrenchie, he hai orders to deliver the bird to Mr.
Vann's office, and thnereupon escorted Jerome in as Frenchie

vointed to a door and szid 'There
closed the door, and accomplished
told me the rest of the story,
stating that he returned after
dark and wes told by Frenchie
that he had a visitor from

Binh ¥lnh. Thinking it was me,
he entered his office but was .
vuzzled because the room was
dark. Seeing no one, and in

iire need to uze the’ latrine,

he entered the bathroom. Un-
beknownst to Vann, Jerome had

it is.! Pete put Jerome in,
hiis mlSSlOH. Vann himszlf

ﬂﬂ-;\‘"::

H@MYET' CU?%%
‘ MOON GHTE

213 - A, Tu- Do
Saigon 1

ANTIQUES
ARTS

taken up residence in the

latrine, and protested invasion & Bpening hours :
of his privacy with a very loud VENIRSf. pentng

'gobble'. Mr. Vann weat back i} (QUEHbH 9:00 to 12:00°
into his office and turned on the = 21%6-?“‘ sﬁto1950

mrnennmaeuaeﬁaenaenmzm

[rap

light. Jerome had crapped on his ~~
chair, his desk, pavpers, floor and
couch. To my relief he found the
whole incident hilarious, stating
that 1t fobk six pzople to kill
Jerome, one on eacn leg and wing,

to_chop. He never told me where
riad startled him so badly.

one to kold his head, and another
he foundi a latrine after Jerome

sanks to John for sharing this experience and reminding as that
somenow, someway, amidst everjthlng toc the contrary, a welcome

breegze of hLumor could materialize.

~O=
'Statistics show most-accidents occur withm25 miles of home at

speeds below 40 mph. Solution: drive fast, never go home.
-Member Curt Rich, in 'Curt's ﬁewsletter'
-0=
FMEVMEER PROFILE Don't have one ready for this issue. WIiLll double up
1 forthcoming editions.

L

D

PERIODICALS Auzust issue of Viet Yam magazine has story on fall of
ffgok Tavak, a SF camp in MR I, esarly '68. October '92 of same
magazine has article by member Col. Johkn Heseman describing exploits
of Col. Nguyen Van Cu, 'a genulne paurlot and an ous tanilng soldier
willing to die for his beliefs'. Col. Cu, having verscnally led !
flerce counter atk against c0ﬂb1ned VC/“VA multi-Bn. forces in MO

C3y District/B8n Tre(iKA Kifn Hoa) Frov., Jduring '72 tguyen Iue
Offensive, was KIA in a later rocket atk. A3 Col. Haseman writes:
'He was Viét Yamese, proud of his patriotism, his weovnle, his
culture. .Ahen the moment of reckoning arrived, he liei fighting
to preserve those things in which he be'ieved most. No man can do
Tore.' Indeed. October issue also ras article on the ill-fated
zuon Enao Project, a gilot effort to volster self-defense cavabilities

aWOGgSt Rhade villazes in the hlcblands, and essentisl.y subverted
by oalgon nolitics,
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Dec '92 issue of same publication has article on SF

'maskrat patrol' airboats in the Plain of Reeds,
or Pbng Thip Mudi, as well as interview of member
John Del Vecchio, who discusses 'Viet Nam Myths',

or which there is certainly no shortage.

'Viet Nam' is a worthwhile bimonthly, with
$16.95/annum subscription price. Many of
our members have experiences which would
dovetail nicely with VH's editorial focus.
Subscription info: Editorial info:
Viet Nam Viet Nem
P.0. Box 377 602 5. King St.

Mt. lMorris, Illinois Sulite 300
61054-7959 Leesburg, Virgina
22075

Other periodicals...

'Rock & Ice', a magazine devoted to rock,
mountain, glacier, etc. climbing, Jul/Aug
'92 lssue, has article describing, w/photos,
interesting vertical rock climbs undertaken
near Ha Long Ray and in Yinh 3lnh Prov,

'Backpacking' magazine rzportedly hagd
recent article on hikes along the ol!
Didng on HCM, or Ho Chi Minh Trail.

AORIZQONS, a quarterly literary magazine
of Vi§t Namese Thought and Exverience,
has come out with issue #3, offering
broad spectrum of interesting articles:

Labvel:

 Xi NGHIEP DL/[C PHAM
TH 28

" 343. HONG VUENG. Q.5.

'\f‘,'-n.. -

Sea Horse Medicinal
Whiskey

. SO T R
r1Zzons

demographic data on VN in US, visits of .,
young VN to the homeland they never
came to kKnow, VN folklore, and very
worthwhile insight into VN culture
as a wuole. Horizons also cites
related publications received, and
ordering info for related books.
Editor Cao Thanh Huy was kind enough
to mention TIBWA/Countervarts in
issue #3, explaining our nurpose

and membership requirements. Femate ot Mals I
Cam dn van bBi to Anh Huy. e o
Subscritions($14.0C/annum);

nie 1 o Niplier 3

fidenin A Meraradoiamer

DEMIMILANTISS
ol VieGuunese fo e LK

P18 s Stafistivs

Haaypte Xanks Vhivag

Horizons

L" 5 5., Park Viet oria Tl 1inis Vos
Suite 350

Milpitas, California

9 5’03 5 RN TTLIFIOE T TP L R

MAMA TINAS CIILDREN

The Streed Kplsof ¥ieluam

FISUHES AN FISTHERMEN

TITE THANSFENTRIUETT

$LI%

" YWhen society is orderly, you protect yourself with justice; when
society is confused, you project justice by yourself.,!

-Advisors to King of Huail
principality in China.

Yan, a small 2pd century B.C.

'Statistics are like a bikini. What they reveal is interesting,

what they conceal is essential.!

-Cheryl D. Meese
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NEW MEMBERS A hearty and apvreciative welcome on board to:

Thomas L. Brown Nguyen Phung Hoa(Col.)
Adv Tm %2 Dir., Plans & Peclicy
806 795-3271 . Pacification
713 645-4267
James F. Ellis Ed T. Upchurch
Adv Tms 96 & 22, and MAZCORDS
Four Party Commission 818 306-6172
817 774-9021 |
*Jack C. De Soer Jr. Gary R. Chittester
Adv Tm 96 Sr. Adv, 52nd Hzr Bn
(b phone # listed) Sr. Adv, Bifn !6a RF/PF
615 2b6-40D29
Richard B. Ross Robert W. Lockridge
US Navy, RAD Proj. Sr. Adv, Long An Prov.
504 283-4L54 901 754=2802
Thomas L. Brown James F. Ellis
- Adv Tm 52(Vinh Long) Adv Tms 22 and 96
No phone # listed Four Party Commission

817 774-9021 '

*[ife Member

Address Chances/Roster Update

Joseph B. Mucelli, listed as Project 4O4(Laos) Tm member, also served

w/Adv Tm 38, VNCH.

Kok Ksor is our newest Life Member (#21)
0=

MEM3ERS IN THE NEWS

n

Bui Quang Lam, TP 52, BPQ(52nd Rgr Bn)
assists in presentation of memorial
wreath at Phoenix, Az. Viet Nam Veterans

Memorial, on behalf of Viet Namese
Community and RVN Military Association

of Arizona. It bears repeating that

£o AR A B BTN B ANA R T RE S ap s As banse
SITREP reoroduction costg in his print
shop. Xnow any big corporate or instit-
utional clients who want good quality
four-color printing? Lam's shop can
handle it, and we owe him one.

'If youn've never been lost, you've
never been far from home.'!

-Gene Hill

Paying tribute

Michan Me
South Vietnamese veterans Hung Nguyen (left) and Lam Bui place a
wreath at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Phoenix.
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Willie Williams Jr.(Life Member #13) ewploys his
maltiple talents as TV producer/director, author,
poet and commentator in addressing veterans
issues as well as fundamental Constitutional
matters. Publications include: 'Free Ent-
erprise, an American Inventiont, 'Communism,

Enemy of All Freedoms', 'Management Contract

for Entertainers/Performers*' and ‘Our Freedom's
Documents'., Some available on audio cassette.
Price_list from Willie at: Black 3tar Productions,
P.0, Box 1733 New Haven, Connecticut; 06513-
9998. Land line: 203 562-7618, Hats off to Willie
for persistence in positive and constructive
community involvement, ani eternal war against
dumb stuff.

Pat_Sherman proudly displays his Owen Kelly, Pat's colleague in
THONA/COUNTERPARTS Certificate of balmy Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,

appreciation in his office, while carries THDNA/COUNTERPARTS flag in
' Veterans Pay parade

Curt Rich has snagged an agent for his manuscript of UNDER NIFFICULT
CIRCUMSTAECES. 'UDC!' is a 'no apologles, no whining' hovel of VN.

Curt also asks if anyone knows of any MACV mylar decals suitable

for exterior automobile use, adding that if none are readily available,
he may have some made up for purchase by former C% V&hs. Large,
visible MACV window decals are not to bs segen. Sounds like an idea

whiose time has come., Write Curt or your editor if decal source is
Known.

Johns Dal Vecchio is near completion of his third VN-related novel,
Al HOME, Manuscript is complete, yet editors reportedly play-
ing the 'slick-it-up—for—typical—Walden-Books-consumer—game'.

Member X may, at own expense, be visiting Spngel Besi Refugee Camp

in Malaysia within next 3-4 months, linking up with QLVNCH refugees
now stranded there. If this comes off we'll have a report on the )
situation and more details on what appears to be an 'invisible policy!
to deny political refuges status for those who can rightfully claim
it. If letters received are any indication, a decision has been made
somewhere, for some reason, to sweep everything under the rug.

'Woe to him inside a non-conformist clique who does not conform
to non-conformity.!?

-Eric Hoffer
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Ed Hall, author of VALLEY OF THE SHADOW(CS VAn tour in VN), and
HARRIET QUIMBY(FirsT licensed Temale U3 pilot and first woman to
pilot an aircraft across English Channel, has edited
a bookiby WO Gary L. Smith, THE S%iRCH FOR MIAs. The Searclt For
Smith served w/JCAC in VN during recent years,
and provides an on-the-scene first. hand account
of our MIA search. $14%.70 pp. from: Honoribus
Press; P,0. Box 4872; Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina; 29305(publisher of Ed's other books; ask
for publication list).

Mike Little(Highland Assistance Project L.0.) andi °
new member Loy Russel were interviewed in a CNN
news broadcast covering expeditious relocation
imperiled Dega people from Cambodia to US. Their
concern for well besing of our comrades was there
for all the world to see. e w1 S

Bk I DALY, bl

LY
Quich H&&hn 'Martin' Ha recently returned from a European and Vatican
visit, sole purpose of which was to inform powers that be of grievous
numan 'rights violations in VN and SE Asia. Martin is also deeply

involved with aiding recent arrivals, many of whom have spent years

in labor camps, .make their transition to US life. His tireless efforts
in this area are inspirational. Martin also served as the connection
between Pa Lgt Hilitary Academy Alumni Association members and THANAL
COUNTERPARTS; your association wass represented at the $a Lat Alumni
Assoclation annual reuaidn By Martin and Stu Beckley.

1965-68 1968-71

CUVA L.O. and member Tom

Harvey sent In this ohoto of
a Irlendly local US TAP element,

CAP 2-3~1, 1970 in Vinh Dien
area of ®1&n B3n Dist., Quing
FNam, Fronﬁ, left to right: SRS - - ‘
%opeg, Bodriquez? 'Dink'; middle: friend Diep; rear/standing:

doe » Dave Harrington, Jeff Von Speckleson, Chip Hunt (CAP Leader),

Ron Ginder, and Barr. Photo from Dave Harringten. Yes, we wers
young once......

Coqgratulations to CUVA on their. Veterans Day reunion, a highlight of
which was USMC birthday cake, w/ CAC and CAP insignia, nreparsd by

Brenda Maus, CO of CUVA and THDNA member Rich Maus. Many thx also
for invite fo THPNA members.

Tom sent article describing reuniting of two former CA:- members,

Bob Branscombe and Jaff Freiber as revcrted in 16 Oc it
of Camp Verde, Arizona Bugle, g ) ° b 92 edition
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Some of the quotes are noteworthy, insofar as they do not conform
to tyvical media vortrayals: 'The Vlit Namese were gpod to us. Many
vlnes” the (US) Marines 51mgl¥hforgo

about us _and where we wera,
We would run out of food an e locals would feed us. We were like
their sons.!

Finally, Tom advises he may be able to help locate, in-country,
former VN comrades in I Corps(MR I/QK I). CUVA member Dave
Harrington 1s now tracking down a Trung S1 Bul who, according to Dave,
'...ran the CAP and kept us alive.' Check with Tom(P.0. Box 128;
Millboro, Virginia; 24460) if in search of I Corps friends. .

~0=
'Wobody is more dangercus than he who imagines himself nure in
heart for nis purity, by definition, is unassailable.!

-James Baldwin

Item: Wall Streeﬁ Jo%rnallartécle @%s%ribggug%t;ggs of
; ird lovers who strangle ecapitate, ¢ C
g%%ggwgse ggshsEnglish Spgrréws squattlné in Bluebird

nest boxes.

Item: New York City Police report rash of potted plant and
cut flower theft before and on Mother's Day.

-0

AMERASIANS liews coverage of Amerasians has ceased, anparently in
keeping with journalistic 'fad of the quarter' practices. Mo

word yet as to why Pearl Buck Foundation has storved Amerasian
brograms 1n VN, whlle coatinuing long-establishad prozrams in
Korea, Tbailané, Philippines. Recent book a4 Yean IM SAIGOW, by
Katie Kelly(Simon & Schuster) describes author's pitchinz

lucrative NY media/TV critic job to spend year teaching Amerasians
in Saigon, for no other reason than 'to do some litila bit of good.!

Mpst eligible Amerasians are now in US.

0=

POW/MIA Senate Select Committee hearings have drawn to a close,
while controversy continues., Committee interviewed scores of ceople,
visited VN on several occasions, and became engaged in a minor 'nress
leak' war purportedly initiated Ey Committee aids. Final revort due
shortly, with dismal conclusion that US FOWs were erobably left
behind in SE Asla, if not Korea. For own copy, write: Sesnator

John Kerry, Chairman; Senate 3Select Committee on POW/MIAs: US
Senate; Washington, D.C.y3 20510. Committee members visi%ing VN
have been requested to locate, if possible, the remains of TERNA/
COUNTERPARTS Member in Memoriam, Rocky Versace(SF), killed by VC

in a U-Minh Forest camp, as documented by Member in Hemorsam Nick
Rowe in his book FIVE Y#HARS TO FRREDOM. Mo indication of committee
response, or success 1f a ssarch has been conducted.

Though Select Committee has finished its hearings, there is little
likelihood that POW/MIA matters have been resolved with any finality,
or that controversy will diminish. Committee nroceedings were
broadcast on CSPAN, and often devolved into heated and antagonistic
duels of veiled.insults and accusations. Division between committee
membars was quite visible at times. HI Nﬁi's willingness to open
heretofore secret files well received by some members, who oralsed
tia Mol cooperation without asking why 17 years passed’ befors these
doguments were made available. Finally, two members of tiLe in-country
Joint Cagualty Resolution Center were expelled from VN, reportedly
due to Ha N@i's perception of their spying activities.




Architectural detail, Angkor Wat

CAMBODIA Little new, and little good. UN effort to disarm warring
TactIons agnd create aswropriate conditions for planned May 93 slections
continues, without major successes, without debilitating defeat.

Khmer Rouge refuse to disarm and have hardly been civil to UN forces.
Three UN election workers were WIA in NW sambodia. lerzetrators Jnk.,
but in Khmer Rouge AO. Khmer Rouge el=ments suiosequently abduacted

a number of UN peacekeeping teams, ranging from six to 4% pDeoplay

all but nine have been released. Both UN and Sihanouk grow impatient
w/Pol Pot's goonsj the good Prince says KR should bes excludad from
elections. UN calls for trade embargo in KR controlled areas, receiving
affirmative vote from PRC, formerly KR supplier. Cambodian economy
founders, while UN oresence and spending power generates pockets of
localized inflation, and corruption. L75 women, among them ‘Jestern
aid/charity workers, lodge complaint w/UN regarding bepnavior of UN
peacekeeping troops, who reportedly engage in too much oafish and

crass behavior, especially in the form of sexual entreaties.

Meanwhile, tourism grows in Cambodia. 3,961 tourists renorted in
1996, 24,800 in , and 68,000 expécted for 1992 total. With
tourism comes the great scourge, the renowned and incorrigible.inter-
national slobsy as evidenced by one travel flyer, showing a grinning
tourist-klutz, chin firmly set on decapitated statue at Angkor Wat.
Next time you're in Rome just plop down in the Pieta's lan pal, and
get that pﬁoto taken. Too bad the Khmer Rouge....ah, that's not nice.
~0=
LAOS No follow up news after large engagement between Pathet Lao and
Lao7Hmong resistance forces earlier in the year. Safe to assume
underlying eauses still at work. Pathet Lao spokesman: 'Our goal has
always been to build the Lao People's Democratic Republic into a
peaceful communist nation-a nation like Cuba or Sweden(!} ...the
Hmong must lay down their arms and follow our laws or the war will
contlnue until the Hmong are gone.' Jlnsubstantiated reports indicate
72,000 Hmong and Lao have been killed since 'end of the war' in 1975.
90,00C Hmong now Iive in US. US 8tate Dept. and Pentagon suggested
oroviding UH-TH hellicopters to Laotian govt. to assist in POW/MIA
search. Idea scuttled in face of allegations that Hueys will merely
pe used in drug trafficking. US State Dept. March '92 report: Laos
1s a major opium and marijuana producer, w/large quantities exported
to US.t Amnesty International has adopted Thongsouk Saysangkhi as
a prisoner of conscience, urging letters asking for his release to:
Presiient Kaysone Phomvihan, Office of the President, Vientiane,
Lac People's Democratic Republic. Saysangkhl was imorisoned for
openly criticizing feudalism and negotism within Party hierarchy,
Long-awaited book on Hmong TRAGIC MOUNTAINS(Dr. Jane Hamilton-Merritt)
now in print. Dr, Hamilton-Merritt is a long-time Asian scholar,
Journalist and photographer with long history of personal involvement
with the Hmong, as a champion for their cause., Fer book is the first
comprehensive examination of the Emong struggle for freedom and
autonomy, and covers 1942 to the present. L4h8 rages, 50 b/w photos,

& maps, chronology, glassary, the works. Fublished by Indiana
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trhough coples available from Dr. Hamilton-Merritt herself: $29.
$3.00 for UPS or $2.00 for Y4th class book rate postage. %3?%8 9% plus
fqr overseas surface mail. This book should be on many college and
high gchool library shelves, and read by any serious student off

SE Asian/Lao/VN affairs. Order from: Jane H. Merritt; P.0. Box
761;. Southport, Connecticut; 064G0. Chedok payable to '"Jane A~
Merritt', Caommendation and nralse to author for undertaking this
work, and for per decades of dedication to a people whose plight

has long bzen ignored by the mainstreanm media and world in general.

Item: 400,000 Lao and Hmong have fled Laos since 1975, approaching
15% of 1975 population and constituting the highest percentage of
refugees, of total population, of the three Indochinesse nations.

--O-
'I prefer the company of peasants because they have not been_
educated sufficiently to reason incorrectly,!
-Montaigne

Item: Dr. Robert Thompson, co-chairman of Beaver Collage's
Folitical Science Dept., uses all of Oliver .Stone's filmg-
'Platoon', 'Salvador', 'JFK', etc. in his political sciencs
classes.

O

HIGHLANDS AS3ISTANCE PRCJECT Progress continues, a testimonial to
profound benefits
which accrue to

those who never
accept 'no! for

an answer. EKay
Reibold, director,
recently delivered
one ton of medical
supplies directly

to a Raglal Leprog
sarium in Khanh Hoa
Prov., and several
boxes of books to

the University of

the Zighlands.

In aidition, Kay was
able to arrange visas
for Han Cao Dung, a
Highlander paralyzed
for the past 12 years
due to a spinal defect.

c i D wa is doctor, Vo Van Thanh, who came_ along to
g%sg?ggngéggicg%gtecﬁn? ues applied to correct’pung's spinal gefect
and restore mobility. %ung is phictured above in a North Carolina
hospital. Kay 1s pushing hard on this project, ab}y assisted by our
Highland Assistance Project Liason Officer, Mike Little. Donations
welcome: Highlands Assistance Project; c¢/o Mike Little; l?3l_Technology
Drive, Suite 860; San Jose, Californiaj; 95110; OR to the Project
directly: C/o Kay Reibold; 4108 Yates Pond Road; Ralel%h% North
Carolina; 27606. Good people doing good thingsj suppor hem.,
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Pictured at right, holding

up a Roby Queen, is new

member Bobby Jackson, during
his employ as CB Va&n to QLVNCH
T® 37 BPQ(RVN 37th Rgr Bn).
Bobby recently got together
with member Nguyen Van Chinh,
after 25 years, rekindling
memories and experiences as
they looksd over photos from
misc. people, places, ops.
Bobby also has two full
carousels of slides from his
37th days and plans on bring-
same to the '93 reunion for
all to see. A hearty thx to Ry ). - - JO N E
Bob for providing J.C. with L 2/ e B R SENERS
roster of advisors and other historical info to assist J.C. in his
Locator/iis¥érian roles. We're beginning to gain some critical mass
with contacts and word of mouth recruiting. Keep snreading the word.

. g

'To be able to fill leisure time intelligently is the last
product of civilization.'

~-Unattributed gquote from Sid's Exxon Christmas Calendar.
~0=

Population Crisis Committee Index of Suffering, mezsuring 10
indices of oppression, ranked in order of least ovoression; of
selected oountries:

1 Denmark 54 Thailand
5 Us 76 Viet Nam(w/Libaria)
40 Malaysia 84% Cambodia
87 Laos
O

MISC, VN FECON INFQ ... 1992 oil production gxpected to hit 37.0 million
barrels, up from 27.0 million in '91. Most exportel to Javan.

Powell's Book Store, Portland,Oregon received OK to send $50,00C,00
of books to VN, mos%ly textbooks(computers/medecine/English nrimers
+++.1992 VN rice production expected to be 17% over 1991 .....
Taiwan ani VN resume air travel agreements, acsent since '75.....

VE present at Taiwan trade fair, first timd ever......

Ss Korea opens liason ¢ffice in Ha Hﬁi as_probable first forma%
stec toward normalizatlion,.... Infafious Hoa LO Prison may be torn

down to make room for luxury hotel, the 'Ha N8i Tower Center'.....
OmniTrak Group, market research outfit, conducts consumer interview
survey in Saigon, HA N@i. Result: U3 goods are prefered over
Javanese/European products.

'ot everything that counts can be counted; not everything
that can be counted counts.'
~Albert Einstein
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OTEER VST GROUPS Always ready and able
L0 assist oTher Veterans assocations,
we advise members of following reunions, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

asking they spread the word: :
’9:—'2’"
g N .

R. J. HARwWELL

25th Inf Div

5-8 Aug '93 Reunion
Louisville, Kentucky
Andy Ansell

R.D. 1, Box 336

Acme, Pennsylvania 15610 gﬂﬁﬁiﬁi;iﬁw

s . . - GAVE U Bopze

Mobile Riverine Force Assn. emeupﬁqun l;lrﬂ;i:
Mekong Delta, RVN mear (993

8-11 Jul '93 Reunion
Chattancoga, Tennessee
Info: Albert Moore

Rt. 5, Box 499
Canover, NC 28613

704 Leha7228

DiEp Avyuiy 199 t

Delta Raiders(D Co., 2/50lst 1Olst Abn Div) is tracking lown
eligible members and has already held one successful reunion.
Contact Ray Blackman, Rt 1, Box 39-4; Valparaiso, Nebraska; 68065,
Ray was also driving force in founding the 'Rivcord Revort', a
newsletter for friends and sarvivers of FSB Rivcord(Riocord Assn.;
C/o C. Hawkins; 11614 Helmoat Drive; Cakton, Virginia; 22124),

All groups above have offered to help THDNA/COUNTERPARTS locate
eligible members. It behooves us to reciprocate with like sffort.

-a

HUMAN RIGHTS Beneath all the hooplg regarding untapped markets

in Viet Nam, and the Pdi MPi(new li¥e) economic program, a distinct
campalgn designed to squelch any and all political opposition is
underway. Looks like/sounds like a warning and preemotive strike
intended to remind any and all that economic fresdom is not to be
assoclated with any change in current nolitical atmosphere. Or.
Oguyen Dan Que remains imprisonsd for espousing political vluralism,
an official crime. Doan Viet iloat, former vice vr=sident of the
Buddhist Van Hanh UnIVersity has been jailed since 1990, for muach
the same reason. ¥guyen Khac Chinh, lawyer, writer and former
member of the VN Naticnalist Party, has been held in detention
since his 27 Dec 1975(as typed) arrest. VN's Buddhist community

1s engaged in quiet struggle w/Ha Noi ldeologues, who have set ap

a puppet 'Buddhist' hierarchy to sygbvert andg displace actual
Buddhist leaders. Meanwhile, H3 ﬁgi has strongly protested a
Vatican instruction asking VN's Catholic clergy to avoid affiliation
with a similar state-sponsored/controlled 'Catholic Solidarity
Committee of Patriotic Viet Namese'. Another shell game.,

Members are encouraged to subscribe to the 'Vift Nam Journalt,
a triannual publication addrzssing human rights violations in
VN. $6.00/year, from: VN Journal; P.0. Box 1163; Barlingame,

California; 94011-1163.,

'"Televsion-a mediuam. 3o called because it is neither rare
nor well done.,'

-Ernie Kovacs




23

The Journal covers far more material than space allows in this
publication, and is the only known publication documenting Human
Rights violations in VN. Well worth the $6.00.

Finally, in a little-publicized avent, former VNAF vilot Ly Van Tong
returned to VN to make his feelings known. Tong had been shot down
in his A-37 Dragonfly during the last days in 1975. He spent five
years in labor camps, then escaped and embarked on a 17 month trek
which ended on the steps of US Embassy in Malaysia. Tong arrived
in US, settled in New Orleans, and began post-graduats studies.

He later published his auto-biography, BLACK EAGLE, and arpeared
well on his way to success and prosperity. nong had otherp things
in mind. On 4% Sept '92 he returned to Thailand, promptly hijacked
an Air Vit Nam aircraft, and ordered the cilot to fly low around
Saigon while Tong dropped sackfuls of lesaflets calling for ac

end to colitical oonpression and a truly independent, free and
prosperous VN. Mission accomplished, Tong parachuted from the
aircraft and was promptly captured. He is now in prison and

awaits trial.

Letters to your senators, renresentatives, Hi ¥8i's delegate to the
UM, etc. can have an effect, if only to let HA :8i know that the
world is indeed watching and does not #ake Human Rights violations
lightly. 1'Qu2 Mg',.a VN publication out of Paris(stateside info:
P.0. Box 4%951512; Garland, Texas; 75045=1512),

reprinted a numbsr of letters from
US Senators/Representatives sent

Ll RROLET Commarig s

to Vo Van Kiet, vrotesting o ame o
HZuman Rights vieclations. 1In nited States Senate, " ot

additlion to example shown here, HAETOn 06 26810-3001 - Pt o on

Sen. Orrin Hatch, former Rep, : ) ray 27, 1352

Stephen J. Solarz, and gntire
membershio of the Ypngressional

‘T : 3 : T T
Hupan 23 Ri?.%tg Caucus voiced |
oplalions to Mr. Klet, who is bear Me. Chairsam:

desperate to appease US concerns .zg}mqﬁzaﬁgtznag:§§§5$;;1:;ﬂ;md
4 s . B rieuts. c ally, I an concarn
aS C Of]d lt l Ofl t 0 d.l Dl Omath -:nu: 5:53:9::'11‘5:;E ::c::::g‘.:gzm:b;:::n:uﬁllugnmu:zz el
L3 = - adopTta ags priao nce as nC& L:] €
recognition., Write letters. i, Thich Buyan Quang, K. Thich Juang b, kr. Thich ouc
'I'hlt]; Ic ia my undl:umd.l.:z that m.l:o:-:cﬁ::::::n
-0- ST LI e e oL T
At 2t Churc n aLnam.
LETTERS _ 'TI reckon that it's :n:.r.’u:'fa?.:z%ﬁ:::il;:: E:m““:iIE::::.E'E:E"E;E?‘E;;:ﬂ"‘“
blOOdY great that so many naw p::c:::;:::‘:ErI:-d:i:b:-;“n.l.b.::I:;tcd fax nﬁ;.p-l;:nf:::ﬂ .
members are surfacing at last and . Bguywn Van Ly, Jeseph Le fhanh fua Nquyen Khac Ngniww
doing it with dignity. What I havs VT AL Samh BaR W Due mah
- = . . I u-t_gnu.pld by thess raports, as such t::au:::nu::ld
found in Australia and America, to BB T s, Ay hen ot Sie Talned Marloos peciaracion of
name a few countries, is the real Srprems oma’s rellylie Seiiefs e & hey componencor
vet Era%s t hat act ual ly .w.orked with intarmational standards os human rights,
the Vilgt I‘Iamese peopl P have never lppm;r.ll.:g: 2:“510:.-.[1;11: investigata thess reports and take

held any animosity towards their
friends and counterparts, but
what really annoys me is the ‘nogos', 11 Bradley

who never saw action, are hell bent it suanas Seaaest
on running them Jlown. I just want

to see all of us unified again. That'll be good enough for this
little black duck, as us Aussies say.

Sincaraly,

Bernie Newson

Well tut Pernie. Now, if you guys 'down under' will just quit
accusing us US-born for having funny accents.
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'I would like to take this opportunity to speak out some of my
concerns and.thoughts. I fzel content about our new name, Tudéng

Hiu ®Brgz MNam¥Counterparts and am glad we all had the chance to
express our opinions in the survey sheet. ...taking tris onnortunity
to introduce my friend, Col. Tin Le Tri, used to be Chief of FProvince
and under secretary for the Interior before 1975 event. Col. Tin
want to joln THBNA also. Please contact him for his affiliate
processing ASAP. In order tec contribute to Countervarts, should I
know any humanitarian project to be achieved that I could give a

hand to build it up? Please let mz know if I ecould help. I have
cooperated in sponsoring former ARVN detainees from different refugee
camps in 3E Asia, and espscially from Vigt Nam, esvecially those with
no relatives in 35UA for their resettlemsnt reqaest. e have filed
lots of petitions for comrades still left behind.

We have a_close interaction with U3 VOLAGs(volunteer agencies) such
as USCC, IRC, etc., to helo newcomers for their first step. :
think Counterparts, with its assistant spirit, cculd nelp develon
the assistance to these comrades, easing the trarsition to this
promising land of freedom, and lead them to the mainstream of the
new life. In turn, we can help them contribuate significantly to
America and its development in futures time, like all U3 citizens
have to. I hove this matter will be considered and brought out
openly 1in the next meeting.

As for the two texts given my Max Lund and Kok Ksor(from '92 reunnion

regarding Ha N§1 ocvprassion of Dega) I fully agrse with théir ftrue
statement about the VN communist misdeed, tyranny, and racial
dlscrimination. Their project must be backed up by all members in
déing something useful and helpful to their movement.

Finally, I would like to thank 3teve and Jeanne Herberth for the '92
reunion, even though I could not be present. Seccndly, I thank yoa
for what you are going te do for my suggested ccnsideration of

my project mentionzd above.

-Vo Dinh Quy

Thank you very much for your personal commitment and actions Auy,
all of which embody the objectives of THPNA/Counterparts. Your
suggestions mav out the road we wish to travel. Thanks alsoc for
spreading word to other potential members. Your efforts are what
we need to help this outfit meet its goals and expectations.

-QO=

CLOSING OUT Gratitude and heartfelt thanks to Darryl Nelson for
nis dedicated and tenacious efforts to procure word vprocessors for
TE=NA, and placing »ublicity notices in several cublications.

Coffee cups...Adjutant Steve Herberth has many CCIMITERFARTS
coffee cuns on hand, $10.00 postpaid. We've got some § locked up
in these. Nice cups. Order one. 1993 REUNION: 10-1% March, in
Louisville. Members should have received info sheet vrior to this.
Check w/3teve & Jesanne{masthead address). LATE SITREP: Apologies
due membership for delay, w/only consolation being fact that minor
cataclysms causing same should not occur again. Next issue goes
into nrint immediately. Took for it in yoar mailbox 4-5 weeks.
Do your all to make ths reunion. You'll meet some very fine neople,
be able to say your piece on what vpromises to be a very busy year,
and, as all prior reunion attendees will avow, have a very rewarding
and meaningful weekend. Special thanks to Ben Myers for sanreading
word via Brodigy computer network/bulletin board, Good sneagers,
sliie shows, all mixed in with plans for a productive year ahead.

SEE YOU Ti:zRZ.
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“ /
Tuong Huu Dong Nam A
Post Office Box 40, Circleville, WV 26804

8 August 1992

PICNIC AFTER ACTION REPORT

Twenty-one stalwart souls braved the weather to conduct an informal
and irregular picnic this day. Thunderheads loomed over Bob Cunningham's
farm ... a refreshingly pastoral piedmont setting, which could've accom-
modated hundreds of guests (next time!) ... but the weather only threat-
ened, like some doomsday communist, and never materialized. There was
enough food to have fed the multitudes, from s1oppy—jbe and potato-salad
to prima-vera and spring-rolls, but no one brought 'baked beans' ... prob-
ably anticipating that someone else would! Although Tran Ngoc Hue's
gourmet egg-rolls were scon devoured, most people didn't seem much in-
terested in eating. They seemed more interested in talking with kindred
spirits! Bob Patrikios impressed all the ladies by serving white wine
in individually-wrapped, sanitary, disposable plastic-glasses he'd collect-
ed from various motels! In lieu of acquiring a talented new wife, Bob
traded recipes on some of the finer menus. Our conversation ranged from
Navy ice-cream to Army PIRs, from snake preparation to the proper method
for catching a monitor lizard (nine hungry Nungs!), but the "winning dish"
was offered by Hank Dagenais ... rice with BAT sauce! We contrasted our
scrounge diets and meager "care packages" to the laden tables before us
... 'hungry' was different then. After Grant McClure was presented an
extra replica of the "MACV medic" unofficial insignia reproduced for our
display plaque, the conversation became general ... from dysfunctional
uniforms and wartime mufti to old reliable Thompson SMGs and new ceramic-
barreled Saco high-velocity rifles. We ranged from old Studebaker Hawks
to new five-1iter Mustangs, from political embarrassments to campaign
promises, from post-military vocations to sustaining avocations. We

an Association of Second Indochina War Veterans




PICNIC AFTER ACTION REPORT page two

realized that most of us didn't drink beer, but brought some for another;
and that Grant gets a 1ittle woozy if you add a twist of lime to his glass
of "yuppie fizz water"! Judd Clemens told us about moose, bear, glacier
snakes (really!), and the absence of thunder (truly!!) in Alaska. With
pride of ownership, Judd explained the differences between a 'fifth-
wheel' and a 'fifth-column' ... but manufacturer's warranties may void
his disquisition! Houston Matney gave a brief class on the proper method-
ology for field-stripping cigarette butts, and its utility in avoiding
enemy action! Tom Harvey, Grant, and Hue discussed the complexities of
the ODP, and reviewed a refugee roster from Malaysia ... which serious
aspects will be covered elsewhere. Jim Baker's daughter, and most of

the distaff corps, contributed reinforcement and amplification to many of
the topics ... as they too lived through our war, and must deal with

its aftermath. We dispersed before sunset, with most of us taking as
much as we'd given. We were reminded to support the information booth

on the Capitol Mall and C.U.V.A.'s reunion/banquet during Veteran's Day.
Enroute home, I marveled at the almost instantaneous comfort I'd felt
with virtual strangers; and my "better-half" confirmed the level of

trust projected by these fine people. It was a good time! With special
thanks to Bob and Rita Cunningham for hosting this gathering, we ought

to do it again!

X0 sends ... QUT.




wonpzpds0) nfosduon v

L0T8-8rY (£0L) xud
7856-L18 (£0L) auoydajay,
90T1ZT VA ‘UCIPIA * pegg Xog *0'd

WEN 1817 187 hYD U1 JBIPIOS "N'A YInes sauuioj v

ﬁonmmo%cmﬁ.uﬁ I0J
JUBISISSY UIBN-IIIA

{18y} sor ‘vewseyy

L9553 Uyop "uan
welsbosd
uelgluewny siyl uoddns pue aawpe Ajeast |

sueialap UBILSLLY PatqeSid
wejnipy jeuogen

SIP 18)020F (o] SI[ABYY)
'sn jo apis Buoe
JUbnoy oym esoy 196104 Jou ued Aldugs 1snf aps

SJHEYY DjidBd PUB UBSY 1583 JOf
8B}S J0 AUBleInas poue)sIssy

uomoos 'H preydry
'LEN-18IA 01 80UR)S|SSE UBMEJURLLNY
pUBIX® O] UBDBWY-2s8WeUaIA AQ PaWIO) QDN
1S4y 8yl sl Siyl "oyl ued uj o0 opayisold ay)
1s1SSE 01 HYNA JO Mo)je au) Joddns ABuons app ™

Aigjossas Aney "5 teuno4

qq°M "H sewmep
Jlos1l Jem sy
JO sasoLWuE 8U} JO AUl SWIODJBA0 pUB JoUE]
-SISSE UBEIUBWNY Bpircud ylog 0] 24sep Jno
U} sienaitded jo 18s anbjun B sjuasaidal HYNA ™

ssesbuop jo Jaquispy
oM Y Huelg
‘108foud
a1euolssedwoo sy Ul 140443 IN0A Joj NnoA yuey] -

pped

1ca

and

Viet-Nam Assistance For The H

P.C. Box 6554

Tel. (703) 847-9582 « Fax (703) 448-8207

McLean, Virginia 22106-6554
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With Your Help, They Can Walk Again...

To VNAH:

Yas, | arm willing to help:

[ Speclal Support Member $100 'par year

No. of limbs @ $50./each

(A photograph of the racipient will be sent to you for each limb provided)

Namae :

O Regular Member $30 per year
Address:

O others

O Donation tor Limbs:

Zip:

State :

City:

Fax:

Tel.:

Thank you for your tax-deductible donation.

Plaase send to;

VNAH

P.O. Box 6554

McLean, VA 22106
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